
Order of Worship for November 28, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent 

Hybrid Worship 

 

 
  

“Awake to Wonder” by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 



We Approach God 

Sharing of Joys & Concerns 

Call to Worship ⸙       

One: Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?  

All: We are homesick for a just world,  

for peace like rivers,  

for the end of suffering.  

One: Yes, we are homesick— 

All: for joy that is contagious,  

for nations that feel like neighbors,  

and for hospitals that run empty.  

One: We are homesick for the world God promises.  

All: We are homesick, but we are on our way.  

One: God is here. God is still creating. 

All: Let us worship Holy God.  

Prelude: Come, O Come, Emmanuel 13th century plainsong arr/Berry     Trish Waters, Pianist 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath ⸙ 

A: We hope for a world where all are fed.  

B: We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.  

A: We hope for a world with wide open doors.  

B: We hope for a world with contagious laughter.  

A: We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean.  

B: We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their bodies, in the church, in  

their physical homes.  

A: We hope for that world.  

B: We long for that world.  

A: We are homesick for that world.  

B: So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as we wait. 

We light the first candle 

A: May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it.  

B: We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen. 

*Gathering Hymn: “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (#2) 

 

Invitation to Confession ⸙ 

Prayer of Confession (unison) ⸙:          

Gracious God, we find ourselves with two options every day— to stay homesick for the world you 

had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win. Do we hope against hope, or do we throw in the towel? 

Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s impossible? Forgive us for the days when 

cynicism wins. Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world. 

Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go. Gratefully we pray, amen.  



Silent Prayer 

Kyrie (#572): 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

         Christ have mercy upon us. 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

Words of Assurance ⸙       

One: Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, God 

does not give up on us. We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s 

home. So hear and trust this good news:  

All: There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate us from that love. 

We are claimed. We are forgiven. We are welcomed home. Thanks be to God! 

Amen. 

Summary of the Law of Love 

*Gloria Patri (#579):  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, amen. 

 

We Hear God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination ⸙ 

Scripture Lessons 

 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 Luke 21:25-36 

Children’s Message 

Sermon: “Homesick” 

 

We Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn of Affirmation: “Make of My Heart a Stable” (appended to bulletin; this week we sing “hope”) 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 

Invitation to the Offering ⸙ 

Offerings may be made in three ways: 

• Electronic transfer using Zelle to frc1850@aol.com 

• Online giving at https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239 

• Checks made out to First Reformed Church may be mailed to 18 Farragut Ave., Hastings on 

Hudson, NY 10706 

*Doxology (#592):  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

mailto:frc1850@aol.com
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239


*Prayer of Dedication (unison) ⸙ 

Holy God, we are homesick. We long for the day that you spoke of when swords will be 

beaten into plowshares, the lion will lie down with the lamb, and justice will roll like 

waters. Until that holy day comes, take these gifts and use them to build that world here. 

We are hopeful. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession ⸙ & The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our time of prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (#9) 

*Blessing and Benediction ⸙ 

 

Zoom participants are invited to unmute for “virtual coffee hour.” In-person participants move to the 

narthex for a time of fellowship. 

 

Announcements 

Devotional Materials for Advent: Materials that draw on our “Close to Home” Advent theme are 

available in the sanctuary. Two items are available: 

• An Advent calendar of activities and conversation starters, designed with children and young 

families in mind, to be used from December 1 to December 25 

• A devotional booklet with daily devotions for Advent through Epiphany (November 28-January 

8) including poetry, prayers, scripture commentary, art, journaling prompts, and more. 

These can be picked up on Sundays from the sanctuary, or from the church office during the week. 

We also can mail you a physical copy, or send you a digital file for use on a device. Please feel free 

to share them with friends or family. 

 

*Congregants in the sanctuary are invited to rise 

Bold text is read in unison 

⸙ Liturgy by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 





 



 


