
Order of Worship for September 19, 2021 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Hybrid Worship 
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We Approach God 

Sharing of Joys & Concerns 

Votum, Sentences, and Salutation 

Prelude: “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”    -spiritual arranged by Cindy Berry 

 

Call to Worship        (written by Katherine Hawker) 

One: The first shall be last. 

All: We come to worship as we are. 

One: The last shall be first. 

All: We come with confidence. 

One: The first shall be last. 

All: We come with questions. 

One: The last shall be first. 

All: We come burdened by failure. 

One: The first shall be last. 

All: We come celebrating success. 

One: The last shall be first. 

All: We come fearful of the future. 

One: The first shall be last 

and the last shall be first 

and a little child shall lead them. 

Gathering Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

 

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (unison):     (written by Jeff Shrowder) 

Merciful God, creator of all that is, seen and unseen, our delight is in your word and we have a 

deep sense of your presence when we allow it to fill our lives night and day. For the times when we 

listen to the advice of those who rebel against you, Lord have mercy.  

For those times when we can be found with those who scorn, Christ have mercy. 

We experience your blessings like a tree that is planted beside a never-failing stream. For those 

times when we do not bear the fruits of your abundance, Lord have mercy. 

Merciful God, renew us by your nurture and blessing, so that we may prosper in your ways. 

Watch over us, so that the ways of the wicked pass from us. Amen. 

Silent Prayer 

Kyrie (spoken in unison): 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

         Christ have mercy upon us. 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

Words of Assurance           

Summary of the Law of Love 

Gloria Patri 

 



We Hear God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Lessons 

 Psalm 1 

 Mark 9:30-37 

Children’s Message 

Sermon: “Mast Year” 

 

We Respond to God’s Word 

Song of Response: “By the Stream” (Christopher Grundy) 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offerings may be made in three ways: 

• Electronic transfer using Zelle to frc1850@aol.com 

• Online giving at https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239 

• Checks made out to First Reformed Church may be mailed to 18 Farragut Ave., 

Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706 

  

mailto:frc1850@aol.com
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239


Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our time of prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: “It Is Well with my Soul” 

Blessing and Benediction 

 

The space will remain open for conversation and catching up in our “virtual coffee hour.” 

 

Announcements 

Option to attend worship in-person: Here at First Reformed Church, we feel that our practice of Zoom 

worship has brought many blessings, and we plan to continue with offering a Zoom option even as we 

work to find ways to offer remote and in-person options side by side. If you wish to attend in person, 

just come and choose a seat. Every other pew is roped off to maintain six feet between rows; we ask 

that you space yourself so as to maintain distance from other worshipers. We request that all in-person 

attendees wear masks, maintain social distance, and refrain from singing (humming along is fine). 

Hopefully as the numbers continue to decline, we’ll get to a point where we can sing together again! 

 

Volunteer Opportunities with Neighbors Link: Neighbors Link, a local organization we partner with 

that works with immigrants in Westchester County, is seeking volunteers to fill two needs at their newly 

renovated facility in Yonkers: 1) The Parent-Child Together program supports immigrant families with 

preschool-aged children, focusing on early childhood development, positive parenting skills, and school 

readiness. Volunteers are needed to help care for the children while parents are in class. These classes 

take place on weekday mornings and are about 90 minutes long. 2) Volunteers are needed as 

conversation partners with adult ESL students so they can practice their English conversation skills one-

on-one. Most clients are Spanish-speakers. Scheduling is flexible. Both programs are expected to begin 

in October. Anyone interested can contact Sue Smith at ssmith198@optimum.net, or talk directly to the 

Neighbors Link volunteer coordinator, Martha Palamino at mpalamino@neighborslink.com. 


