
Order of Worship for July 18, 2021 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Hybrid Worship 
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We Approach God 

Sharing of Joys & Concerns 

Votum, Sentences, and Salutation 

Prelude: “Prelude in C Major” -J.S. Bach    Trish Waters, pianist 

 

Call to Worship        (written by Thom Shuman) 

One: Neighbors and newcomers, families and strangers, 

All: we gather in this place built by God’s steadfast love. 

One: Strugglers and stragglers, pilgrims almost at the end of the journey, 

All: each of us is seeks to follow Jesus, the compassionate One. 

One: Builders of bridges in fractured communities, 

those who stand on either side of walls of fear, 

All: the Spirit of faithfulness calls us to live as one people – God’s people! 

Gathering Song: “I Will Sing of Your Love, Love, Love” -Christopher Grundy 

 

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (unison):     (written by Thom Shuman) 

Steadfast God, we confess that we are so busy putting up walls between ourselves and 

others, we cannot see the home you are building for all of us.  We spend so much time 

noting the differences between us and others, while you are embracing everyone as your 

child.  We run to welcome those who look, talk, and act like us, and you throw open your 

doors to the stranger, the alien, in our midst. Forgive us, Faithful Heart.  By your grace, 

help us to see the household you are building for all people: there are no plastic protectors 

on the furniture; there are no rooms that are off-limits; and even the smallest child is 

welcome to sit at the big peoples' Table and be fed by your grace.  We pray this in the name 

of Jesus Christ, our peace, our hope, our Lord, our Savior. 

Silent Prayer 

Kyrie (spoken in unison): 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

         Christ have mercy upon us. 

         Lord have mercy upon us. 

Words of Assurance           

Summary of the Law of Love 

Gloria Patri 

 

We Hear God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Lessons 

 2 Samuel 7:1-14a 

 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

Children’s Message 

Sermon: “House & Home” 



 

We Respond to God’s Word 

Hymnof Response: “All Are Welcome” 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace (stretch your hands toward your screen if you're on video, praying God's peace on 

the assembly.) 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offerings may be made in three ways: 

• Electronic transfer using Zelle to frc1850@aol.com 

• Online giving at https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239 

• Checks made out to First Reformed Church may be mailed to 18 Farragut Ave., 

Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706 

 

Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our time of prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 
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as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” 

 

Blessing and Benediction 

 

The space will remain open for conversation and catching up in our “virtual coffee hour.” 

 

 

Announcements 

Option to attend worship in-person: The sun is shining, the flowers are blooming, and the Covid rates 

are declining – thanks be to God! Here at First Reformed Church, we feel that our practice of Zoom 

worship has brought many blessings, and we plan to continue with offering a Zoom option even as we 

work to find ways to offer remote and in-person options side by side. We are no longer requiring RSVPs 

in advance of in-person worship. If you wish to attend in person, just come and choose a seat. Every 

other pew is roped off to maintain six feet between rows; we ask that you space yourself so as to 

maintain distance from other worshipers. Feel free to come regardless of your vaccination status. We 

request that all in-person attendees wear masks, maintain social distance, and refrain from singing 

(humming along is fine). Hopefully as the numbers continue to decline, we’ll get to a point where we 

can sing together again! 

 


