Order of Worship for January 9, 2022
Epiphany Sunday
Hybrid Worship

“The Wise Men’s Dream” by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman | Digital painting | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

We Approach God
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
Votum, Sentences, and Salutation
Prelude:
“For Behold, Darkness Shall Cover the Earth”;
“The People That Walked in Darkness”

Fred Smith, soloist; Trish Waters, piano
from Messiah by G. F. Handel

Call to Worship ⸙
One: We come to this place—
All: each of us on our own path.
One: The path is winding,
All: and the path is not always clear,
One: and the path changes,
All: but we are here.
One: God is walking us home.
All: What a gift it is to not walk alone.
One: Let us worship Holy God.
*Gathering Hymn: “As with Gladness Men of Old” (#63)
Invitation to Confession ⸙
Prayer of Confession (unison): ⸙
God of changed plans, The Magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new way
home—a different path, an untraveled road. And to our amazement, they did just that. The
Magi packed their bags and went home by another way. We wish that change could be easy
for us, but more often than not, when whispers of change come, we tend to clench our fists
and hold on tighter. Forgive us for resisting change that might be holy. Forgive us for
ignoring that there is more than one road home. Forgive us for failing to hear your
invitation. Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. Gratefully we pray, amen.
Silent Prayer
Kyrie (#572):
Lord have mercy upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord have mercy upon us.
Words of Assurance ⸙
One: No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life, God walks with us.
God never leaves our side. When the road changes and we find ourselves on a new path
home, God is always there. So hear and believe this good news:
All: No matter where we go, no matter what we do, we are claimed, loved, and held by
God. Thanks be to God for a love like that.
Summary of the Law of Love

*Gloria Patri (#579):
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, amen.
We Hear God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination ⸙
Scripture Lessons
Isaiah 60:1-6
Matthew 2:1-12
Children’s Message
Sermon: “Home by Another Way”
Receiving of Star Words
We Respond to God’s Word
*Hymn of Response: “Home By Another Way” (insert)
Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Passing of the Peace
Invitation to the Offering ⸙
Offerings may be made in three ways:
• Electronic transfer using Zelle to frc1850@aol.com
• Online giving at https://tithe.ly/give?c=1289239
• Checks made out to First Reformed Church may be mailed to 18 Farragut Ave., Hastings on
Hudson, NY 10706

*Doxology (#592):
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) ⸙
God of new beginnings, we offer these gifts to you today because we love you. The world
will tell us to keep our money to ourselves, to hold it tight, to tuck it away, but just as the
Magi made a different choice, we make a different choice. Instead, we give what we have,
trusting that when we live like we belong to one another, we will see a better world. So take
these gifts and use them for your good. With hope we pray, amen.
Prayers of Intercession ⸙ & The Lord’s Prayer
Our time of prayer concludes with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
*Closing Hymn: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing / Jesus, the Light of the World”
*Blessing and Benediction ⸙
Zoom participants are invited to unmute for “virtual coffee hour.” In-person participants move outdoors
for a time of fellowship.
*Congregants in the sanctuary are invited to rise
Bold text is read in unison
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