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A PUBLICATION FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF ST. JOHN’S BROAD CREEK EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 THE ST. JOHN’S PRAYER 
 Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things  
 in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for 
 St. John’s, Broad Creek. Strengthen the faithful,  
 arouse the careless, restore the penitent, 
 draw the seekers, and increase our numbers.
 Grant us all things necessary for our common  
 life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind  
 within your Holy Church; through Jesus Christ
 our Lord. Amen

VISION STATEMENT
St. John’s will continue to grow as a positive source of comfort and love 
in the lives of our diverse parish family. The surrounding community will 
come to know us as a welcoming, inclusive shelter in a world of 
uncertainty, and a source of help in crisis.

MISSION STATEMENT
St. John’s Church is an inclusive community of faithful believers and earnest 
seekers, where worship is the foundation of our common life, and where 
the Holy Spirit moves us to gather and thrive as a loving extended family 
while reaching out to serve our neighbors with the Good News of God’s 
Love. 
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Summer
School –
Reclaiming
Jesus 

On Ash Wednesday of this year, elders from across the 
spectrum of American Christianity gathered…from 
evangelical to Roman Catholic, from those who would 
describe themselves as conservatives to those who are 
self-proclaimed liberals. They gathered because they all believe 
that “the soul of [our] nation and the integrity of [Christian] 
faith are now at stake.”  The prayers, lament, and dialogue of 
this gathering gave rise to a manifesto of sorts, the elders call 
this document: Reclaiming Jesus – A Confession of Faith in a 
Time of Crisis.

They write: “It is time to be followers of Jesus before anything 
else – nationality, political party, race, ethnicity, gender, 
geography – our identity in Christ precedes every other 
identity. In this confessional document the elders grappled 
with the following questions: Who is Jesus Christ for us today? 
What does our loyalty to Christ, as disciples, require at this 
moment in our history?  

If we say we are Christian – followers of Jesus Christ – then 
our belief should shape our lives. Because we are Christian, 
there are things we affirm and celebrate and things we reject 
and avoid. Using our Baptismal Covenant as an example: We 
strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being. And at the same time, we resist 
evil and whenever we fall into sin, we repent and return to 
the Lord. 

In the Reclaiming Jesus Confession, the elders offer six 
affirmations with resulting rejections of practices and policies 
by political leaders, which the elders believe, dangerously 
corrode the soul of our nation and deeply threaten the public 
integrity of our faith. A condensed version of the confessional 

document is included in this newsletter ; the full statement is 
available at www.ReclaimingJesus.org. Because we have 
been conditioned in this country to believe that faith and 
politics do not belong in the same conversation and that our 
beliefs on these matters should be privately held, I imagine 
that most, if not all of us will find the Reclaiming Jesus 
Confession profoundly challenging. 

Beginning Sunday, July 8th and running through Sunday, 
September 2, we will offer a nine week “Summer School” 
to dig deeper into the Reclaiming Jesus Confession using 
a curriculum created to go along with the confessional 
document. Given the nature of the affirmations and rejections 
put forth in the confession, those who crafted the curriculum 
have gone to great lengths to provide a roadmap for open, 
honest, and safe conversations. We will gather every week for 
one hour after our combined 9 a.m. summer service in the 
parish hall. The curriculum is appropriate for youth and young 
adults too – it would be lovely to have a range of voices 
participate on the conversation. You do not need to attend 
all sessions in order to participate. 

See you in Summer School!

i Reclaiming Jesus: A Confession of Faith in a Time of Crisis, www.reclaimingjesus.org. 
ii Reclaiming Jesus.
iii BCP, 304-305.
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It is time to be followers of Jesus before anything 
else—nationality, political party, race, ethnicity, 
gender, geography. Our identity in Christ pre-
cedes every other identity.
 When politics undermines our theology, we 
must examine that politics. The church’s role is 
to change the world through the life and love of 
Jesus Christ. The government’s role is to serve the 
common good by protecting justice and peace. 
When that role is undermined by political lead-
ership, faith leaders must stand up and speak out. 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “The church 
must be reminded that it is not the master or the 
servant of the state, but rather the conscience of 
the state.”
 It is often the duty of Christian leaders, espe-

cially elders, to speak the truth 
in love to our churches and to 
name and warn against temp-
tations, racial and cultural cap-
tivities, false doctrines, and po-
litical idolatries—and even our 
complicity in them. We do so 
here with humility, prayer, and 
a deep dependency on the grace 

and Holy Spirit of God.
 Jesus is Lord. That is our foundational con-
fession. If Jesus is Lord, then Caesar was not—
nor any other political ruler since. We pray, “Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). Our faith is personal 
but never private, meant not only for heaven but 
for this earth.
 Applying what “Jesus is Lord” means today 
is the message we commend as elders to our 
churches. We pray that we, as followers of Jesus, 
will find the depth of faith to match the danger of 
our political crisis.
 The present crisis calls us to go deeper—deep-
er into our relationship to God; into our relation-
ships with each other, especially across racial, eth-

ic, and national lines; and into our relationships 
with the most vulnerable, who are at greatest risk.
 We need to recover the power of confess-
ing our faith. Lament, repent, and then repair. 
If Jesus is Lord, there is always space for grace. 
We believe it is time to speak and to act in faith 
and conscience, not because of politics, but be-
cause we are disciples of Jesus Christ—to whom 
be all authority, honor, and glory. He is the light 
in our darkness. “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
Signed: Bishop Carroll A. Baltimore, Rev. Dr. Pe-
ter Borgdorff, Dr. Amos Brown, Rev. Dr. Walter 
Brueggemann, Dr. Tony Campolo, Dr. Iva Car-
ruthers, Bishop Michael Curry, Rev. Dr. James 
Forbes, Rev. Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, Dr. 
Cynthia Hale, Rev. Dr. Richard Hamm, Rev. Dr. 
Joel Hunter, Rev. Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, Bishop Vashti 
McKenzie, Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, Jr., Dr. John Per-
kins, Bishop Lawrence Reddick, Fr. Richard Rohr, 
Dr. Ron Sider, Rev. Jim Wallis, Rev. Dr. Sharon 
Watkins, Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner, Bishop 
Will Willimon

Reclaiming Jesus
A Confession of Faith in a Time of Crisis

Full statement and resources 
available at ReclaimingJesus.org.

I. WE BELIEVE each human being is made in God’s 
image and likeness. Racial bigotry is a brutal denial of the 
image of God in some of the children of God. 
THEREFORE, WE REJECT the resurgence of white 
nationalism and racism in our nation on many fronts, in-
cluding the highest levels of political leadership. We reject 
white supremacy and commit ourselves to help dismantle 
the systems and structures that perpetuate white prefer-
ence and advantage. Any doctrines or political strategies 
that use racist resentments, fears, or language must be 
named as public sin.

II. WE BELIEVE we are one body. In Christ, there is 
to be no oppression based on race, gender, identity, or class. 
THEREFORE, WE REJECT misogyny, the mistreatment, violent 
abuse, sexual harassment, and assault of women being further 
revealed in our culture and politics, including in our churches, 
and the oppression of any other child of God.

III. WE BELIEVE how we treat the hungry, the 
thirsty, the naked, the stranger, the sick, and the 
prisoner is how we treat Christ himself. 
THEREFORE, WE REJECT the language and policies 
of political leaders who would debase and abandon the 
most vulnerable children of God. We strongly deplore 
the growing attacks on immigrants and refugees; we 
won’t accept the neglect of the well-being of low-income 
families and children.

IV. WE BELIEVE that truth is morally central to our 
personal and public lives. Jesus promises, “You will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). 
THEREFORE, WE REJECT the practice and pattern of 
lying that is invading our political and civil life. The nor-
malization of lying presents a profound moral danger to 
the fabric of society.

V. WE BELIEVE that Christ’s way of leadership is servan-
thood, not domination. We support democracy, not because 
we believe in human perfection, but because we do not.
THEREFORE, WE REJECT any moves toward autocratic 
political leadership and authoritarian rule. We believe author-
itarian political leadership is a theological danger threatening 
democracy and the common good—and we will resist it.

VI. WE BELIEVE Jesus when he tells us to go into all 
nations making disciples. Our churches and our nations are 
part of an international community whose interests always 
surpass national boundaries. We in turn should love and 
serve the world and all its inhabitants rather than to seek 
first narrow nationalistic prerogatives. 
THEREFORE, WE REJECT “America first” as a theological 
heresy for followers of Christ. While we share a patriotic 
love for our country, we reject xenophobic or ethnic nation-
alism that places one nation over others as a political goal.

W
e are living through perilous and polar-
izing times as a nation, with a dangerous 
crisis of moral and political leadership at 
the highest levels of our government and 

in our churches. We believe the soul of the nation and the 
integrity of faith are now at stake.
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Rev. Sarah Dodds Odderstol and   
 Senior Warden Barbara Duncan 
  attended the 2018 Annual Prince 
  George’s County Historic 
   Preservation Reception in May.

     St. John’s Episcopal Church 
      was recognized for 
       “Meritorious Effort in the 
        Preservation of the 
         Heritage of Our County.”
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May 24, 2018

Multi-cultural, multi-racial, interracial, culturally diverse? These 
and other terms have been used in the attempt to describe 
congregations that have more than one race. However, a 
congregation can be multi-racial and not multi-cultural. As we 
strive to evangelize, to bring others to Christ, and in truth, into 
our congregations, it is crucial that our liturgies actually reflect 
“the work of the people.”  What follows are two examples 
of how to take our familiar liturgy and make it welcoming to 
those who might not be Episcopalian.

A classic pipe organ or a Hammond B-3? The decision be-
tween the two is usually not difficult in the traditional black 
church. Hands down, you will find a Hammond B-3 because 
it plays well the contemporary gospel music of today. So, it 
came as a surprise when Rev. Delman Coates, senior pastor 
of Mt. Ennon Baptist Church, told EDOW lay and clergy at 
a “learning day” in April that he advised his congregation 
a pipe organ would join the church’s Hammond organ. 
“Anthems,” he said, “sound better on a pipe organ.” 
His lesson? Music speaks to the soul and if a visitor to the 
church can find something familiar in the service, in the liturgy, 
it just might bring them back the next Sunday.

An inclusive liturgy could also be found at St. Stephen and 
the Incarnation on Good Friday. The sweet aroma of Copal 
incense from Ethiopia and sounds of soft cello music greeted 

me as I entered the church for the “Liturgy of the Burial of 
the Icon.” Throughout the service, the readings, the music, 
the lighting, all engaged the entire body of the worshiper ; 
engaging all of the senses. he music spanned Latino hymns, 
European anthems, and black spirituals. The readings and 
prayers were spoken in English and Spanish. A Tibetan singing 
bowl announced and ended the periods of meditation. 
The congregational procession to the place of repose evoked 
visions of a New Orleans funeral procession. The service 
was Episcopal; the framework of the Eucharist was there; 
however, onto that frame, liturgy – the work of the people – 
was enfleshed.  

What a radical welcome for a first-time visitor to experience 
worship that lifts up the familiar – a smell, a song, a prayer, a 
custom. Visitors should not have to assimilate to worship. 
The preface to the 1789 Book of Common Prayer, reads, 
“It is a most invaluable part of that blessed ‘liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free,’ that in his worship different forms 
and usages may without offence be allowed, provided the 
substance of the Faith be kept entire. . . ”

The Book of Common Prayer permits flexibility in 
worship and that flexibility will permit us to be both 
multi-racial and multi-cultural, and above all else, 
welcoming.

The Rev. Gayle Fisher-Stewart serves as the assistant rector at Calvary, D.C.

SOURCE: https://www.edow.org/news-events/news/2018/05/24/multi-cultural-or-multi-racial

Multi-cultural 
or Multi-racial?

5
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Your Finance Committee at St. John’s is made up of volunteers who are 
charged with the responsibility of planning, advising, execution and reporting 
of financial information and processes benefitting of St. John’s. We meet on 
the second Thursday each month. All parish members are invited to any 
meeting and are encouraged to join us.  
Free coffee and snacks at every meeting. For questions, call ALAN at 
301.292.3490.
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GREAT THINGS ARE HAPPENING!

FISH FRY FRIDAY to start up again on JUNE 15.

The Men’s Ministry is also planning for another 
WINE AND CHEESE NIGHT and a SUMMER/FALL 
CONCERT series, featuring a variety of music 
(jazz, blues, bluegrass, rap, classical and show tunes). 
If you know of groups or individuals interested in 
performing at our events, please let a member of 
the Men’s Ministry know.

MEN’S
MINISTRY

St. John’s is one of six parishes selected to par-
ticipate in a pilot study designed to help at-risk 
parishes become thriving parishes. The focus of 
our work will be on strengthening our financial 
position (graphic above). 
The work will be done with the support of St. 
John’s vestry, leadership, and congregation: 
Strategic Financial Resource Commission 
(SFRC).

Transparent & 
Honest 

Conversations

Strategic 
Financial 
Planning

Financial 
Literacy

Finance & 
Accounting 

Practices
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THE ST. JOHN’S 
BROAD CREEK 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

VESTRY
We are here for you

ST. JOHN’S VESTRY MEMBERS
Barbara Duncan, Senior Warden
Willy Alexander Junior Warden
Jean Anderson-Jones, Secretary
Sandra Bouchelion
Sandra Rivera 
Betsy Winters
Alan Ritter, Finance Chairman
Peter Persell, Outreach
Bea James, Treasurer
Carol Thomas & Rudy Brevard, Pledge Clerks

Additionally, the Men’s Ministry is looking to mentor 
school-age children in the area. We are trying to 
determine how to best support children during 
the summer months while schools are out. If you 
have knowledge of such generic or specific needs, 
please let us know by contacting the church office at 
301.248.4290.  

realm is here! 
In the next few weeks you will hear a lot about  

realm! 
realm is the new software package that St. John’s is 
implementing to bring us into the 21st century and 

beyond.  The first phase is getting you to log on and set up 
your personal/family profile.   After that we will begin to 
roll out more of the features that will make this a robust 

and powerful tool for the church. 

Stay tuned! 

DID YOU MISS IT?

St. John’s hosted FOOD TRUCK SATURDAY 
on the church parking lot on May 26. Another 
event with good food and great company.  

We thank the MEN’S MINISTRY for this treat!
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Sarah and

Rev. Dr. Dan Justin, 

Rector of 

St. Michael and 

All Angels Studio 

City, California.

Thank you for 

visitng us here 

at St. John’s.

PRAYER
CORNER

HEAVENLY FATHER, GIVER OF LIFE AND HEALTH: Comfort and relieve your sick servants, and give your power 
of healing to those who Minister to their needs, that those for whom our prayers are offered may be strengthened in 
their weakness and have confidence in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen.  

Pray for Archbishop of Canterbury: Justin; Presiding Bishop: Michael; Bishop of Washington: Mariann; Rector: Sarah 

Pray for the President, the Armed Forces of the United States and our Allies, and for the people and emergent leaders of 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Egypt, Libya, and all the countries in the world that are in turmoil, as well as for our enemies and those who 
wish us ill. Pray for our Parish, especially our Staff, our Vestry and its Officers, and our Ministries and Committees. 

The following names will be prayed for aloud during the Sunday Service, and during the week in our daily prayers. If you want them 
on the long term list, please call the church office.  
Pray for Janice, Chris, Connie, Marian, Carolyn, Lynn, Mary, Peggy, Lana, Joan, Josephine, Vickie, Elizabeth, Robert. 

LONG TERM PRAYER LIST: 
Pray for LaDeborah Boozer, Tony Carter, Charles Gunter, Thomas & Gordon James, the Mierke family, Mitch Otera, Nancy 
Paleyan, Larry Richard & family, Kay Trotter, and the Uniake family.  

THIS IS 
US

St. John’s family members share 
their stories, accomplishements, 

trials, and tribulations

D
O

IN

G UNTO THE LEAST OF THESEPeter Persell

1.  Feed the hungry
 Work at the Fort Washington Food Pantry for an hour a week or an  
 hour a month.

2.  Teach the children
 Tutor a child with Homework Helpers on Tuesdays;   
 Give school supplies for Church World Service School Kits.

3.  Protect the vulnerable      
 Make a financial donation to PGC Family Crisis Center

4.  Help mothers, girls, and their children
 Make a financial contribution to the United Thank Offering of the  
 Episcopal Church Women

5.  Support victims of natural disasters
 Give to Episcopal Relief and Development and Church World Service

6.  Treat refugees and immigrants as you would treat other Americans
 Engage with refugees and immigrants; discuss among ourselves how to  
 do this best.

7.  Be polite, smiling and kind to everyone you encounter

8.  Call, write, text, email and meet with elected officials to let them
 know that you expect the to feed the hungry, teach the children,
 protect the vulnerable, help women, girls and children and respond
 compassionately and effectively to natural disasters

9.  You have many other great ideas. Share them!

YOU ARE NEEDED!

Pastor Sarah, your vestry and those involved in these activities, are ready to 
provide practical advice on how you can get involved to help out.

7

Libby made time for 
a little fun!

This Official Citation from 
The Maryland General Assembly was 
presented to St. John’s Episcopal Church at 
the 325th Anniversary Celebration by Delegate Tony Knotts.

Charles was leading 
by example 

on Mother’s Day!

Betsy and some 
of her her beautiful 

family members.
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lecture: “To Do Right and Overcome: Reflections on 
Prince George’s County Women”

Place: St. John’s Episcopal Church, 9801 Livingston           

The Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame honors many Prince George’s 

include slave auctions, retrieving a daughter “sold South”, and 
founding a church, as well as championing women’s rights and gender 
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RECYCLE FOR ST. JOHN’S
• DON’T put your aluminum cans (soft drink, beer, juice, etc.) in your county recycle bin! Small metal items, 
 including aluminum cans may be
 dropped off at St. John’s. Place items in the recycle bin or outside the kitchen door. 
• DON’T throw away scrap metal (pipes, gutters, screens, aluminum siding, doors, etc.)!
• DON’T let contractors take away old material after having new gutters, siding, etc. installed! 
 Call Kathy Mierke at 301.292.3624 for pick up. 
• Usual recycling pick-up is on Mondays and handled by Kathy and Jim. 
• ALL METAL, INCLUDING COPPER, ALUMINUM, BRASS, AND IRON, WILL BE COLLECTED.  
• All recycled material will be sold and all proceeds given to St. John’s. 
 For any questions, call Kathy at 301.292.3624.

REMINDERS

BIBLE STUDY*
Wednesdays
10:15 a.m. after Wednesday Worship 
and 7 p.m. 

FOOD PANTRY
Saturdays
9:30 a.m.

HOMEWORK HELPERS
Tuesdays
7 p.m.

WORSHIP
Wednesdays
9:30 a.m.
Eucharist followed by Bible Study*

Sundays 
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

YOGA
Mondays
7 p.m.
$10 per session

BALLET CLASSES
Ages 10-16
For information, call Ms. Batts 
at 301. 575.4465.

S.O.S. SING ON SUNDAY!
Sing on Sunday is a special time for our youngest 
members to experience God through music and art. 
We gather on the First and Third Sunday of every 
month at 9:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall.  Join Libby and 
Pastor Sarah for Sing on Sunday! Open to the young 
and the young at heart. Children under 12 should 
be accompanied by an adult.

JUNE
Lois Alexander 

Rachaad  Gunter 
Sabra Montgomery 
Sarah Odderstol
Josephine Sawyer 

Chris Sherard 
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Jean Anderson-Jones

Dates and times are subject to change, please check with the office at 301. 248.4290 or online at 
www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org for changes/updates.

SHREDDING DAY
Saturday, June 9
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

THE CONSERVANCY OF BROAD CREEK 
Saturday, June 9
2 p.m. 
LECTURE: St. John’s Church
LIGHT REFERESHMENTS: Bayne Hall

SPECIAL HISTORICAL LECTURE: “To Do Right and 
Overcome: Reflections on Some Prince George’s County 
Women”.  
GUEST SPEAKERS: Dr. Rita l. Robinson and 
Dr. Leigh Ryan  

RSVP to Shirley Nicolai by Monday, June 4 
at shirleynicolai@verizon.net or 301-292-3667. 

FINANCE MEETINGS
Thursday, June 14
7 p.m. 

FISH FRY
Friday, June 15 

LIFELINE SCREENING
Friday, June 15
Bayne Hall

St. John’s members will receive $25 discount. 
For registration, call 1.877.380.1743. Flyers are available 
in Bayne Hall. Check with Jean Anderson-Jones regarding 
a coupon for free screening.

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENT
Wednesday, June 20.

There will be a two-hour early dismissal on 
June 19 and June 20. 

VESTRY MEETING
Thursday, June 21
6 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL CRAB FEAST
Saturday, August 4
1 - 5 p.m.
Knights of Columbus
1633 Tucker Road
Fort Washington, MD 20744
For questions, see Sandra Bouchelion.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR ALL STUDENTS 
Tuesday, September 4

THE GOOD BOOK CLUB
Join in reading the Gospel of Luke and the Book 
of Acts during Lent-Easter 2018. The Good Book 
website (goodbookclub.org) lists the daily readings, 
as well as available resources to support people as 
they read the scriptures. 

BROAD CREEK CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM
Contact Stephenie Ratty at 301.248.6665.

ST. JOHN’S SHIRTS
Shirts are $20 each. Call Karen Herbert at 
301.440.4294.
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SEVENTH ANNUAL ST. JOHN’S CRAB FEAST

Saturday, August 4, 2018
1 - 5 p.m.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL
1633 Tucker Road

Fort Washington, MD 20744

Print flyer and keep the top portion of the flyer.

Cut along this line and return bottom portion with your payment!

Menu
Steamed Crabs

Fried Fish

Fried Chicken

Hot Dogs

Potato Salad

Corn-on-the-Cob

Cole Slaw

Sliced Watermelon

S-TREME Games • Fun for All!

TICKETS: 
$55 (17 & older) • $40 (10 - 16)
9 & under FREE with paying adult

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED: 
301.248.4290 (10 a.m. - 5 p.m.)

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
301.351.4557

Make checks payable to St. John’s Church.
(Please indicate “Crab Feast” in the memo section.)

Please mail order form to:
St. John’s Church
Attention: S. Bouchelion
9801 Livingston Road
Fort Washington, MD 20744

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip Code:

Phone:     Email:

Number of Tickets:   @$55   @$40

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Tickets purchased via mail will be available 
at WILL CALL on August 4, 2018.
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LET’S HEAR 
FROM YOU!

The deadline for the August issue of “St. John’S Way” is 
Friday, July 27 2018. There will be no newsletter for July.

Submissions can be left in the newsletter box in the church office; 
either as hard copy, on CD, or on a flash drive.  You also have the 
options to mail or email your submission, as well as sending it via 
fax to 301.248.7838. The preferred way to receive your 
submissions is as a Microsoft Word document, via email.  

Please email your letters, ideas, articles, comments, information, 
questions to bsbrevard@yahoo.com.

NOTE: Dates, times, locations mentioned in this newletter 
are subject to change. All information has been edited to the best 
of our abilities. Be kind and understaning. PEACE!

REMEMBER the July 27 deadline.

ST. JOHN’S BROAD CREEK EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
9801 Livingston Road • Fort Washington, Maryland 20744
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www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org
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