OCTOBER 2018

NETWORK NEWS

Timely Topics from St. Andrew Presbyterian Church

FROM THE PASTOR
“For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NRSV)
Dear Friends,
Fall is a season
for
balancing
light and dark,
letting go, and
accepting
the
impermanence
of things. As
we watch leaves
fluttering to the ground in the fall, we are
reminded that nature's cycles are mirrored in
our lives.
As a mindfulness practice, give yourself the
gift of spending some quality time outdoors
in nature during the coming weeks. Observe
how the trees that change with the seasons
don't struggle to hold on to foliage. They
need release in order to be complete in their
cycle of growth, preparing for what comes
next in their evolution as “tree.”
This month I want to share with you a piece
by author and educator Parker Palmer:
“What Autumn Teaches Us.” I believe that
Palmer speaks to us as individuals but also to
us as a church in this season of transition.
What Autumn Teaches Us [1]
Autumn is a season of great beauty, but is
also a season of decline: the days grow
shorter, the light is suffused, and summer's
abundance decays toward winter's death.
Faced with this inevitable winter, what does

nature do in autumn? She scatters the seeds
that will bring new growth in the spring –
and she scatters them with amazing abandon.
In my own experience of autumn, I am rarely
aware that seeds are being planted. In the
autumnal events of my own experience, I am
easily fixated on surface experiences – on the
decline of meaning, the decay of
relationships, the death of a vocation. And
yet, if I look more deeply, I may see the
myriad possibilities being planted to bear
fruit in some season yet to come.
In retrospect, I can see in my own life what I
could not see at the time – how the job I lost
helped me find work I needed to do, how the
'road closed' sign turned me toward terrain I
needed to travel, how losses that felt
irredeemable forced me to discern meanings I
needed to know. On the surface it seemed
that life was lessening, but silently and
lavishly the seeds of new life were always
being sewn.
Autumn constantly reminds me that my daily
dyings are necessary precursors to new life. If
I try to “make” a life that defies the
diminishments of autumn, the life I end up
with will be artificial, at best, and utterly
colorless as well. But when I yield to the
endless interplay of living and dying, dying
and living, the life I am given will be real and
colorful, fruitful and whole.
[1] Parker Palmer, Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of
Vocation (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 2000), 98-100.

Autumn Blessings,
Roger

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
OCTOBER 28
Session has called a Congregational Meeting
for October 28 following worship for the
purpose of electing ruling elders and
nominating committee members, and to elect
members to serve on the Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC). All are welcome; members
are especially encouraged to attend.

PRAYERS FOR ST. ANDREW’S
MISSION TEAM
On October 14, three people from St. Andrew
will be traveling with other Presbyterians
from Scioto Valley to Webster Springs, WV.
Please keep Chris Cvar, John Huddy, Mary
Massey, and others from the Presbytery in
prayer as they travel and engage in home
improvements. We will be commissioning
those going on the trip in worship on
October 7.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP Oct 6
Women’s Fellowship will meet on Saturday,
October 6 from 10 am to 12 pm in the Blue
Room to make plans for the coming year.
Bring your ideas and come for coffee, bagels,
and fellowship.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
OCTOBER 21 at 9:15 a.m.
—Nancy Eucker

October’s book is Outcasts United by Warren
St. John, the story of Luma Mufleh, founder
of Fugees Academy. Join the discussion
October 15, 9:15 a.m., in the Blue Room. See
the September Network News available on
the website for a summary of the book. The
book planned for November is Rules of
Civility by Amor Towles.

ADULT FAITH DEVELOPMENT CLASS
AT 9:15 a.m.
During October, Pastor
Roger
will
continue
leading the discussion of
Beyond the Offering Plate: A
Holistic
Approach
to
Stewardship by Adam J.
Copeland, ed. Written by
engaging pastors, seminary
professors, and church
leaders
this
unique
resource offers a diverse and holistic
approach to stewardship. The upcoming
schedule of topics for study and discussion is:
Oct. 7 – Stewardship of Money & Finances
Oct.14 – Stewardship of Technology
Oct. 28 – Stewardship of Privilege
Class meets in the Blue Room from 9:15 –
10:10 a.m.

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS
OFFERING – OCTOBER 7
The Peace and
Global Witness
Offering is one of
four
special
offerings
received by the
Presbyterian
Church (USA).
The offering advances ways for Presbyterians
to share the peace of Christ in our broken and
hurting world and to expand the global
witness while maintaining Presbyterians’
longstanding commitment of working
towards peace and reconciliation, especially
in cultures of violence. Congregations keep
25 percent of the receipts for their peace and
witness ministries. Your gift to the Peace and
Global Witness Offering can help provide
necessary comfort and support those in need.

The Peace and Global Witness Offering is
received during the Season of Peace, which
ends on World Communion Sunday,
October 7.

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY –
OCTOBER 7

country
where
Christians are in
the minority, and
how to seek
reconciliation
after
conflict
(Sri Lanka is
recovering from a brutal civil war.
Rev. Perera is a Presbyterian pastor, born and
raised in Sri Lanka. He did graduate work at
the University of Glasgow, Scotland. He is
moderator of the Presbytery of Sri Lanka, he
served as chair of the National Christian
Council of Sri Lanka, serves on the General
Council of the World Communion of
Reformed Churches, and is co-founder of
Samadana/m – and organization working for
peace and nonviolence.

On October 7 we will gather at the Table with
our brothers and sisters around the world to
celebrate our oneness in Christ. You are
invited to dress in native or festive clothing
from around the world as we share in a
global feast.
An International Fellowship Hour will be
held following worship. You are invited to
bring a favorite international flavor to share.

PRESBYTERIANS IN SRI LANKA –
OCTOBER 24, 2:00 p.m.
On October 24,
Rev. Saman Perera
from Scot’s Kirk in
Sri Lanka will be
visiting St. Andrew.
In
addition
to
visiting
Fugees
Academy
and
learning about St. Andrew’s other ministries,
he will be sharing about “Presbyterians in Sri
Lanka” beginning at 2:00 p.m. in the blue
room. You are invited to come to meet Rev.
Perera and learn about the Presbyterian
Church in Sri Lanka, how it is to live in a

PRESBYTERIAN OLDER ADULT
MINISTRY NETWORK (POAMN)
REGIONAL CONFERENCE:
OCTOBER 12, 7:30 – 3:30
“The Best of Times: God’s Call in the Third
Thirty of Life” will be the theme of this oneday event to be held at Worthington
Presbyterian Church. This event will feature
an opening keynote, worship, inspiring and
thought-provoking workshops, fellowship,
and food. Plan now to attend this enjoyable
and informative event. Brochures are
available in the narthex, or see the Presbytery
website www.psvonline.org for further
details.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS SEPT. 25, 2018
Approved transfer of memberships for Dave
and Trudi Snediker, and Ginny and Mark
Shanda.
Reviewed a list of inactive members and
removed nine inactive members from the
church roll.
Heard a report from the Presbytery meeting
held on September 18. Per Capita for 2019
will be $35.75.
No Second Sunday Offering will be received
in December. The Joy Offering will be
received at Christmas instead.
Approved providing funds to cover the cost
of those going on the Presbytery Co-operative
Mission trip in October.
Approved financial assistance for youth
going to Triennium in 2019.
Heard a report from the Nominating
Committee for election of ruling elders on
October 28.
Directed the Nominating Committee to form
a slate of members to be voted on by the
congregation to serve on the Pastor
Nominating
Committee
in
the
Congregational Meeting on October 28.
Approved a maintenance agreement with
Columbus/Worthington Air for maintenance
of the church’s heating and air conditioning
systems.
Set November 11 as the date for dedication of
pledges for 2019.
Set Christmas Eve service for 7 p.m.

2019 PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH
TRIENNIUM – JULY 16 – 20, 2019
For youth going into the
9th grade through high
school.
This
popular
event will be held July 1620, 2019, on the campus
of Purdue University,
West Lafayette, Indiana.
The theme is “Here’s My
Heart.”
Additional
information
and
registration is now available on the
Presbytery Website: www.psvonline.org.
Registration deadline is December 1, 2018.
Session has made financial assistance
available to St. Andrew youth.

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY –
NOVEMBER 11
In a couple of weeks
you will be receiving
a letter from session
and a pledge card
inviting you to make a
financial commitment
towards supporting
God’s work in the
world through St.
Andrew’s ministries in 2019. The apostle
Paul invites disciples “to do good, to be rich
in good works, generous and ready to share.”
To be generous is to really live. An important
expression of discipleship is the financial
support of our church’s ministries. In giving,
we take hold of the life that really is life. Please
prayerfully consider making a pledge for
2019.
We will dedicate our pledges in worship on
November 11.
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