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NETWORK NEWS

Timely Topics from St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
From the pastor
“I want to know Christ
and the power of his
resurrection… Beloved, I
do not consider that I have
made it on my own; but
this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to
what lies ahead, I press on
toward the goal for the
heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 3:10, 13)
Dear Friends,
In the Peanuts cartoon series, Lucy is in
business as a psychiatrist. “Advice – 5 cents,”
says her sign. Charlie Brown is her client.
Charlie Brown woefully asks Lucy’s advice
on finding a purpose in life. Using the
metaphor of the bow of a cruise ship, Lucy
responds, “Some people go through life with
their deck chair facing backwards, looking
where they’ve been. Other people face their
chairs forward…they want to see where
they’re going.”
Then she asks, “On the cruise ship of life,
Charlie Brown, which way is your deck chair
facing?”
Charlie Brown replies, “I’ve never been able
to get one unfolded.”
Not only is Lucy’s question a good one for a
congregation in transition seeking to discover
what God’s purpose for the church is now
and in the future, it is a great question for
intentional faith development. Intentional
faith development is about being part of a
community, a small group that explores the
mysteries of God through the study of

Scripture and how it applies to daily living.
Faith Development is more than Christian
Education, more than head learning. Faith
development must be intentional because
faith development requires discipline. Too
often in life the temptation is to take it easy,
to relax, and to take the path of least
resistance. That is a message we are
constantly confronted with in our culture. But
without intentional faith development, we
cannot find our God-designed purpose,
because the only way we can discover that is
to have a relationship with God in Jesus
Christ. Our greatest desire is to know God.
Paul, in his letter to the Philippians,
recognized the “surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord…I want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection…I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly
call of God in Christ Jesus.”
When we cut God out of the purpose-driven
equation in life, we try to find fulfillment in
something other than God. The problem is
that we can never get enough to fill what the
philosopher Blaise Pascal called our Godshaped vacuum.
Sports can’t do it. Money can’t do it. Sex can’t
do it. Fame can’t do it. Nor can power.
St. Augustine understood this well when we
wrote, “You have made us for yourself, and
our hearts are restless until they rest in thee.”
In this issue of Network News, you will find
many opportunities to participate in new and
exciting faith development offerings for all
ages this fall and throughout the program
year. So, unfold your deck chair! And make
sure it’s facing inward as part of a circle of
fellow seekers of truth.
Yours in Christ,
Roger

check out our new website!
www.standrewpresbyterians.org
Next

time

you

are

online type in
standrewpresbyterians.org and you will
view St. Andrew’s new website.
This
website is the result of a collaborative effort
to provide current information that
represents our congregation and its service to
God.
Want to know more about who St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church is? Click on the
WELCOME tab where you will find menu
items that link you to information about St.
Andrew, our mission, history, location and
church leadership.
What’s happening in worship? Click on the
WORSHIP tab to see upcoming worship
times and events along with scheduled office
hours.
How does St. Andrew live out our mission
“come to worship, leave to serve”? See the
MINISTRIES menu item. Here you will find
the various missions and ministries that are
important to us
Want to know what’s happening at the
church? See the CALENDAR tab.
If you want to view past bulletins and
newsletters - See the RESOURCES tab where
you will also see pictures of life around St.
Andrew as well as the status of our pastoral
search process.

upcoming events on the right side of the
page. On every page the footer displays St.
Andrew’s location, a link to our Facebook
page, as well as information about the next
Worship Service.
You will also note that along with the new
website we have updated the church emails
so that you may direct your emails
specifically to:
Gwen (Admin@standrewpres.church) or
Roger (Pastor@standrewpres.church).
And yes, you may still contact us through the
standrewpres.columbus@gmail.com email
address.
Thank you to the folks who helped to gather
and organize information for the site: Gwen
Morgan, Susan Mild, Fred Vaughan, Roger
Au and Lorel Au: to Linda Foster for
identifying high quality pictures to use, and
to our technical partner, WorshipTimes.

PANCAKES & worship AT
BLENDON WOODS – Sept 16
The SETTING:
Metro Park.

The natural beauty of a

The PLACE: Blendon Woods Metro Park –
4265 East Dublin-Granville Road Sycamore
Shelter House.
The DATE: Sunday, September 16
Arrival TIME: 9:30 am

Got a question? There’s a CONTACT US
page!

Breakfast will be served at 10 am
Enjoy pancakes, eggs, sausage and more

Would you rather make donations on line
than with a check? You are now able to
DONATE online through PayPal. Go ahead
and give it a try!

The WORSHIP Service at 11 am

At any time, you may return to the home
page by clicking on the “St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church” header. And on most
of the 22 pages you will see the next three

Sign-up sheets will be in he bulletin. Maps
and directions will be available.
The ATTIRE: Casual dress & comfortable
shoes
*There will be no worship service at St.
Andrew on this Sunday.

LET’S MAKE some music!
—Stephen Smith
Here at St. Andrew, we don’t have “small
group ministry” in the traditional sense of the
term. That is, we don’t have groups of 10-12
people meeting in someone’s home for Bible
Study, prayer, and the occasional social
outing. But we truly do have small group
ministry happening.
And one of those
ministry groups is the vocal choir.
Whether it’s leading the congregational
hymns or presenting an anthem, the choir’s
presence in the worship service is a visible
and audible ministry at St. Andrew. And by
now, you’ve probably figured out that this is
a recruitment article…and it is! The choir
members and I would love to have some
more folks be a part of this special ministry.
And I have a couple of special secrets to share
with you about the choir.
First, while it takes commitment to be a part
of the group, we’re pretty darned flexible
about it. I’m well aware that life happens,
and being there every week sometimes just
isn’t going to happen. We’re usually working
5 weeks ahead on our music, so if you have to
miss a week along the way, it’s not a big deal.
You’d be able to catch up in no time.
Second, for those who say I can’t read music,
I’m telling you: don’t sweat it. Some of us
read music, some of us don’t. Music is its
own language, and it just takes time to be
comfortable with it. The more you sing, the
more fluent you become.
I also make
extensive use of CDs and sound files to listen
to at home to help you become familiar with
the music.
Finally, Wednesday evenings are fun! Yes,
there’s a lot of work covered in a 90-minute
rehearsal, but we make sure to laugh and
have fun. And that’s what truly makes this

group a MINISTRY. It really is a small group
coming together, caring for one another, and
…well…feels just like a family.
So if you’re free on Wednesdays, why not
come and see what being a part of the choir is
all about. You just may want to keep singing
with us!

Adult Faith development Class
begins September 23 at 9:15 a.m.
Everyone
knows
that
stewardship is more than
money
and
finances.
Nevertheless, seldom do
we take time to explore its
many other dimensions,
including stewardship of
time, body, mind, spirit,
community,
technology,
and more. Pastor Roger
will be leading a Sunday
morning series on Beyond the Offering Plate: A
Holistic Approach to Stewardship by Adam J.
Copeland, ed. which looks at these topics and
more.
Written by engaging pastors, seminary
professors, and church leaders this unique
resource offers a diverse and holistic
approach to stewardship.
The initial
schedule of topics for study and discussion is:
Sept. 23 – Intro & Stewardship of Time.
Sept. 30 – Stewardship of Life at Its End.
Oct. 7 – Stewardship of Technology.
Oct. 14 – Stewardship of Money & Finances
Oct. 28 – Stewardship of Technology
For those wishing to participate in the series,
copies of the book will be available during
fellowship hour beginning September 2. A
donation of $13 is suggested, but not
required, to cover the cost of the book.
Class will meet in the Blue Room from 9:15 –
10:10 a.m.

Faith Development for youth
and children begins Sept. 21.
Class will meet following
worship for approximately
30
minutes.
An
age
appropriate
PC(USA)
curriculum will focus on
water (Jerry Can), salt and
light.

Presbytery fall youth rally
Sunday, September 30, 2-4 pm
Mifflin Presbyterian Church
123 Granville St. Gahanna, OH.
There will be snacks,
games, a service project
and worship! Each
student should bring $5
for the service project.
Youth interested in
attending
the
rally
should let the church
office
know
by
September 23.

Second SUNDAY OFFERING —
SEPTEMBER: PSV/PDA Mission
Trip to Webster Springs, WV
This year the Presbytery-wide cooperative
mission work trip with volunteers from all
over Scioto Valley Presbytery will be to
Webster Springs, WV, October 15-19. The
group will be working with families to
improve homes. Contributions to the Second
Sunday Offering will offset some of the
expenses of the volunteers (food, travel,
supplies).

Celebrating our diversity
with those who call our
neighborhood home -

The Northland Community Bazaar will be
held on Saturday, September 22 from 10am -

2 pm, at Epworth United Methodist Church,
5100 Karl Road.

Presbytery of Scioto Valley:
Mission work Trip –
October 15-19
The Tenth Anniversary Presbytery-wide
Mission Work Team will be going to Webster
Springs, WV. Applications and more
information are available at the Presbytery
website www.psvonline.org. The cost will be
$350. For those interested in participating in
this popular mission ministry of the
Presbytery,
email
Jeannie
Harsh
at
Jeannie@psvonline.org

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS BEGINS
October 21 at 9:15 A.M.
—Nancy Eucker

The book discussion group
meets on the third Sunday of
the month. The group will
kick off the series with a
book of timely interest to the
St. Andrew community.
Outcasts United by Warren
St. John, is the story of Luma
Mufleh, founder of Fugees.
Partial plot summary:
The extraordinary tale of a refugee youth
soccer team and the transformation of a small
American town Clarkston, Georgia, was a
typical Southern town until it was designated
a refugee settlement center in the 1990s,
becoming the first American home for scores
of families in flight from the world’s war
zones—from Liberia and Sudan to Iraq and
Afghanistan. Suddenly Clarkston’s streets
were filled with women wearing the hijab,
the smells of cumin and curry, and kids of all
colors playing soccer in any open space they
could find. The town also became home to
Luma Mufleh, an American-educated
Jordanian woman who founded a youth
soccer team to unify Clarkston’s refugee
children and keep them off the streets. These
kids named themselves the Fugees.
Set against the backdrop of an American
town that without its consent had become a
vast social experiment, Outcasts United
follows a pivotal season in the life of the
Fugees and their charismatic coach. Warren
St. John documents the lives of a diverse
group of young people as they miraculously
coalesce into a band of brothers, while also
drawing a fascinating portrait of a fading
American town struggling to accommodate
its new arrivals. At the center of the story is
fiery Coach Luma, who relentlessly drives
her players to success on the soccer field

while holding together their lives—and the
lives of their families—in the face of a series
of daunting challenges. This fast-paced
chronicle of a single season is a complex and
inspiring tale of a small town becoming a
global community—and an account of the
ingenious and complicated ways we create a
home in a changing world.
The Book Discussion Group will meet
October 21, 9:15 a.m., in the Blue Room. All
are invited to the discussion.

Thank you!
Have you noticed how clean the sanctuary
looks? Thank you to Jane and Fred Vaughan
for vacuuming and cleaning

Presbyterian Older Adult
Ministry Network (POAMN)
Regional conference:
October 12; 7:30 – 3:30
“The Best of Times: God’s Call in the Third
Thirty of Life” will be the theme of this oneday event to be held at Worthington
Presbyterian Church. This event will feature
an opening keynote, worship, inspiring and
thought-provoking workshops, fellowship,
and food. Plan now to attend this enjoyable
and informative event. Brochures are
available in the narthex, or see the Presbytery
website www.psvonline.org for further
details.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Roxanne and Andrew Bawidamann.

Thank you!
School Supplies for Devonshire

God’s timing was certainly evident when we
received your check.
“We are using money you sent towards that
initiative in two classes identified by the
School District…
“Your Session and Congregation have
blessed us with your Second [Sunday]
Offering – and you can rest assured that it is
being used to bless the lives and studies of
many, many needy students and two
teachers’ classrooms where need continues.
Again, thank you so much for your
generosity.”

Thank you to all who donated school
supplies for Devonshire Elementary to the
Second Sunday Offering during August.
Thanks to you, 88 dozens crayons, 30 dozen
pencils, 6 dozen boxes of tissues, and
numerous scissors, glue sticks, erasures, pens,
colored pencils, highlighters, markers, and
other school supplies were delivered the day
before school started.

In Christ,
Juliann T. Princinsky, EdD
Chairperson
Concerns
Committee

and

Mission

[The full text of Julliann’s letter is posted on
the bulletin board in the narthex.]

blessing of the backpacks
Thank you from St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church –
Davison, MI
March’s Second Sunday Offering of $310
went to our namesake in Davison, MI. The
Mission Chair recently wrote to thank our St.
Andrew congregation for the gift and said
that it would be used to expand its “Back to
School” ministry. In part, she wrote,
“For many years St. Andrew’s has gathered
back packs and school supplies for a local
non-profit, Outreach East, serving Davison
and beyond. They, in turn, distribute them to
clients based on their needs. Throughout the
summer St. Andrew’s families shop bargains
wisely, stretching dollars as far as possible.
This year we had the additional goal of
‘adopting’ two teachers and providing them
with classroom supplies to distribute to
students in need throughout the school year.

During
worship on
Sunday,
August 19,
we
celebrated
back-toschool
by
offering a
prayer and blessing for students, teachers
and administrators heading back to school.
Students were given a “Blessed To Be A
Blessing” tag for their backpacks to remind
them they have been prayed for and blessed
by their church.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS Aug. 28, 2018

A special visitor – October 24

Approved the use of memorial funds for the
recent repair of the organ $501.

Worthington Presbyterian Church is hosting
Rev. Saman Perera from Scot’s Kirk in Sri
Lanka from October 12 – November 2. Rev.
Perera is a Presbyterian pastor, born and
raised in Sri Lanka. He did graduate work at
the University of Glasgow, Scotland. He is
moderator of the Presbytery of Sri Lanka, he
served as chair of the National Christian
Council of Sri Lanka, serves on the General
Council of the World Communion of
Reformed Churches, and is co-founder of
Samadana/m – and organization working for
peace and nonviolence.

Approved the September Second Sunday
Offering to go to support those going on the
Presbytery-wide work trip to Webster
Springs, WV in October.
Approved the November Second Sunday
Offering to go to the VA hospital in
Chillicothe, OH.
Heard of plans for a Veterans’ Day concert
being planned by Melissa Robol for the
afternoon of November 11 in the sanctuary.
Set October 28 as the date for a
Congregational Meeting following worship
for the purpose of electing ruling elders and
nominating committee members.
Unanimously approved the wedding of
Stephen Smith and Steven Pelfrey following
worship on October 21.
Heard of plans for Adult and Children Faith
Development classes for this fall.
Discussed and approved with comments and
corrections a draft copy of the Mission Study
Report to be sent to Presbytery along with a
request for permission to form a Pastor
Nominating Committee.
Heard an update on Fugees enrollment
progress and approved Fugees use of the
library at no additional cost.
Heard of preliminary plans from Worship
Committee to have Hanging of the Greens on
December 16.

Rev. Perera has expressed interest in coming
to St. Andrew to tour our ministries and
possibly leading holding a mid-week bible
study or discussion group. Plans are still
being developed for his visit and more
information will be available at a later date.

Sunday morning prayer
Dear God, we give
thanks for places of
simplicity and peace.
Let us find such a
place within ourselves.
We give thanks for
places of refuge and
beauty. Let us find
such a place within
ourselves. We give thanks for places of
nature’s truth and freedom, of joy, inspiration
and renewal, places where all creatures may
find acceptance and belonging. Let us search
for these places: in the world, in ourselves
and in others. Let us restore them. Let us
strengthen and protect them and let us create
them. Amen
- Photo and prayer by Christine Hiester via The
Spirituality Network Facebook
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