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NETWORK NEWS

Timely Topics from St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
FROM the pastor
“He has been raised; he is not here.” Mark 16:6
Dear Friends,
I want to share with
you some thoughts
about the events of that
first Easter morning
from Fr. Richard Rohr,
whose spiritual insights
I always find quite
amazing and helpful.
About the Resurrection, Richard comments, “Most
of us probably grew up thinking that the
Resurrection was a one-time miracle about Jesus,
an anomaly that proved he was God. I believe
that Jesus is actually naming and revealing what is
happening everywhere and all the time in God.
Jesus’ resurrection is a statement about how
reality works: always moving toward resurrection.
As the Catholic funeral preface says, ‘Life is not
ended but merely changed.’ This is the divine
mystery of transformation, which is entirely
evident in the physical universe….”[1]
Jesus’ resurrection, Rohr says, “is not so much a
miracle that we can argue about, believe, or
disbelieve, but an invitation to look deeper at what
is always happening in the life process itself.
Jesus, or any member of “the Body of Christ,”
cannot really die because we are participating in
something eternal – the Cosmic Christ that came
forth from God.
“Death is not just physical dying, but going to the
full depth of things, hitting the bottom, beyond
where you are in control. And in that sense, we all
probably go through many deaths in our lifetime.
These deaths to the small self are tipping points,
opportunities to choose transformation.

Unfortunately, the vast majority of people turn
bitter and look for someone to blame. So their
death is indeed death for them, because they close
down to growth and new life.
“But if you do choose to walk through the depths
– even the depths of your own sin and mistakes –
you will come out the other side, knowing you’ve
been taken there by a Source larger than yourself.
Surely this is what it means to be saved. Being
saved doesn’t mean that you are any better than
anyone else. It means you’ve allowed and
accepted the mystery of transformation, which is
always pure gift.
“If we are to speak of miracles, the most
miraculous thing of all is that God uses the very
thing that would normally destroy you – the tragic,
the sorrowful, the painful, the unjust – to
transform and enlighten you. Now you are
indestructible and there are no absolute dead ends.
This is what we mean when we say we are “saved
by the death and resurrection of Jesus.” This is not
a cosmic transaction, but a human transformation
to a much higher level of love and consciousness.
You have been plucked from the flames of any
would-be death to the soul, and you have become
a very different kind of human being in this world.
Jesus is indeed saving the world.”
Rohr’s thoughts on the resurrection and
transformation apply equally to us as individuals
and to us as a church in transition. For the
disciples, the weeks after Easter were an interim
time – a time of transition. Easter day brought the
prospect of new beginnings, new life, a new
future.
Christ is Risen! Alleluia!
Roger
[1] Richard Rohr, “Dying into Life,” Daily Meditation, July
5, 2016.

Session Retreat

Members of Session recently gathered for a
day-long retreat at Procter Center near
London, Ohio for a time of worship and to
discuss Session committee structure and
vision and mission for St. Andrew. The
transitional process was reviewed, including
the need to develop a mission study. Session
committee structure was reviewed and
revised to be more reflective of St. Andrew’s
current mission and ministry.
Many ideas were generated as we look to
moving forward in this time of pastoral
transition.

women’s fellowship april 7 :
—Sally Rogers

On Saturday, April 7 at 10:00 AM, the
Women’s Fellowship will meet in the Blue
Room. The theme is “Moments to
Remember”. We’ll talk about our grade
school and/or high school days (Oh, so many
years ago!). Bring pictures or memorabilia to
share. It’ll be a walk down memory lane. See
you there!

New hymnal dedication
SUNDAY APR 29
“O sing to the Lord a new song” (Psalm 98).
Glory to God, the first new Presbyterian
hymnal since 1990, was published in the fall
of 2013. With more than 800 hymns, psalms
and
spiritual
songs, it includes
fifty percent of the
current hymnal’s
content as well as
content
from
former
hymnals
and
individual
composers.
On April 29, we will be dedicating the new
Glory to God hymnal in worship.
One
hundred copies of this hymnal have been
given to St. Andrew in memory of Peg
Stansbery, by Rev. John Mathison, a seminary
classmate of Rev. Les Stansbery. Please join
us for worship on April 29, as we transition
from the old blue hymnal to the new one and
“make a joyful noise to the Lord”.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP APR 15:
Racing the Devil, Charles Todd
The Book Discussion Group meets on the
third Sunday of the month at 9:15 a.m. in
Room 1. This month’s book discussion will
be on April 15 and focus on Racing the Devil
by Charles Todd.
Schedule of upcoming discussions:
- May 21, Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Everyone is welcome to join the discussion
whether you’ve read the book or not.

community garden –
grant award

As defined by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “...the
church is ‘Christ existing as community.’ The
church, he said, is not a church, unless it
‘exists for others.” We are making small
strides.

—Sally Roger

fugees academy update
—Susan Mild

The countdown continues to the opening of
The Fugees Academy at St. Andrew. The
Principal/Coach position has been filled by
someone who will be moving to Columbus.

Members of St. Andrew have become more
involved in the Northland Partners, including
ways that St. Andrew can offer assistance to
the community. The Northland Community
Bazaar, held at St. Andrew last September 16,
was one of the ways we were involved.
Another item that evolved from the
discussions was utilizing land available at St.
Andrew for a Community Garden. Last year,
as the discussions moved forward, the idea of
using land at St. Andrew was taken to
Session. Session approved the use of the land
with the stipulation that the church would
supply the land only. Planting, watering,
weeding, and other gardening functions
would be the responsibility of those who
tended the garden.
Nikki Zupp, of the Northland Community,
has been working with Wayne Matthews on
the space to be designated (west of the
building) and the possibility of a Community
Garden.
On March 19, Susan Mild received an email
notifying St. Andrew that Nikki Zupp had
been awarded a grant of $881 in supplies for
the new “North Columbus Community
Garden” here at St. Andrew. The award
states in part, “Congratulations! The grant
agreement for your award will be issued by
The Columbus Foundation.”

Here’s what’s happening so far in April:
• The Chief Academic Officer (CAO)
from Atlanta will be here on April 3 ,
looking at our space, as well as
interviewing for staff positions offsite.
• Representatives from The Fugees
Academy will have a walk through of
the space at St. Andrew on April 4.
• Soccer tryouts for ages 10-14 will be
held on April 4 and April 5 from 1:003:00 at St. Andrew.	
  
Alison Gessner Rooney, our liaison for The
Fugees Academy, has been reaching out to
the Community through various Northland
and immigrant organizations to inform
people about the soccer
tryouts.
Beginning on Sunday, April
8, we will be filling the
tables in the east hallway with items from our
former preschool that are yours for the
taking. We will donate what’s left over to a
charitable organization.

Welcome New Member
We welcome new member Julie Nkwetacha
and her two children Eliraz and Trevor
Nembuanyi.

SECOND SUNDAY OFFERINGs
If you have a particular mission that you feel
would benefit from receipt of a Second
Sunday Offering, please let one of the session
members know.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS MARCH 2018
—Fred Vaughan, Clerk
• Received thank you from Presbyterian

Mission Agency for contributions
Special Offerings in 2017.

to

• Formed a task team to create a Child Care
Policy that is required by the Book of Order.
•

Member News

•

—From: David Kuckuk

"Thanks to all from St Andrew who helped
get my folks ready to move. They are in place
at #625, 717 Neil Ave. There’s much settlingin to be done but both Mom & Dad are
adapting well. They share a dining table with
Les Stansbery. Dad is continuing to gain
strength following his hospitalization (when
he remembers to turn on the valve to his
oxygen...) The old apartment is DONEincluding the piano and all the misc
furniture. The remaining piece is the car but
that’s not in anyone’s way. It was a delight to
meet all of you and extend the St Andrew
fellowship. Thank you again. “

•

•
•

Approved a proposal from Worship
Times for developing a new website.
Approved an increase in the wage rate for
the Administrative Assistant.
Heard plans for beginning a Minute for
Mission on the third Sunday of the month
in Worship.
Discussed possibilities for summer events
and faith development in the fall.
Discussed outcomes of the previously
completed New Beginnings process and
moving forward and incorporating the
outcomes into a mission study.

Easter Blessings.
The Lord is risen. He is risen indeed!

Adult education classes
These classes meet Sunday morning at 9:15
a.m. with rotating leadership and dismiss
promptly at 10:10 a.m. All are welcome and
encouraged to attend!
April 8 & 22 – “Developing a Christian
Education Study” led by Amos Loveday.
April 29 & May 6 – “Christianity in a Poststructural Milieu”

