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NETWORK NEWS

Timely Topics from St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
From the pastor—
“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a
tongue rested on each of them.”
Acts 2:2-3 (NRSV)
Dear Friends,
Everybody enjoys a
birthday
party.
Sunday, May 20, is
Pentecost Sunday; it is
the birthday of the
church. The Book of
Acts tells us that on
the
festival
of
Pentecost, after the
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the Holy
Spirit came upon the gathered disciples like
tongues of fire. From that moment on, these
early disciples were joined together not just
by the ties of friendship, family and common
purpose, but by the indwelling Spirit of God.
That day they became the living, breathing,
body of Christ sent into the world to live in
bonds of love and to witness to the good
news of Jesus Christ.
Pentecost symbolizes a new beginning. It
celebrates the unleashing of the Holy Spirit
on the world and the empowering of the
church to reach the world with the gospel.
As St. Andrew Presbyterian looks forward to
calling the next pastor, we need a clear vision
for what the church’s future mission and
ministry should look like in response to
changing community needs. Building on the

outcomes of the New Beginnings program
completed a couple of years ago, the church is
now entering a time of envisioning what a
new future that focuses on outward ministry
to the community looks like rather than just
internal care-taking, of being missional
oriented to making disciples.
While change is, no doubt, troubling to some,
the Holy Spirit often sends us out of our socalled comfort zone, as in that lovely movie
The Blindside where a white, upper-middleclass family adopts a kid, Mike, whose family
has been ripped away from him by drugs and
poverty. In some powerful scenes, the mom,
played by Sandra Bullock, models Christ’s
spirit by driving her BMW into a rough part
of town looking for Mike’s mother. The Holy
Spirit shouts: “There is a world out there that
needs us.” And all those languages and
strange customs and different attitudes out
there, that’s the Spirit beckoning us not to
worry about differences but to love
individuality, over and over again. “Faith
itself”, as Frederick Buechner writes in Secrets
in the Dark, “is disorderly, intermittent and
full of surprises.”
The church lives today in the power of the
Spirit. The late, well-known preacher, Dr.
Fred Craddock, asks, “What would happen to
the church if the Spirit of God were
withdrawn? It could stay alive for a number
of weeks, maybe even months. If you have
personality and a lot of talent and a good bit
of money and some projects and a few
parties, a dead church can go on for weeks,
delaying the inevitable obituary. The prayer
of the church, ‘Do not take away your Holy

Spirit,’ is what makes us a church.” (“The
Softer Side of Pentecost,” The Cherry Log
Sermons, p. 69).
The Spirit fills the church with energy,
imagination, intelligence and love. The Holy
Spirit gives us our vision, picks us up when
we fail and restores our courage. The Spirit
sends us out to be bold witnesses for Christ.
As the Spirit has led us in the past, we pray
that the Spirit will continue to lead us into the
future that God has planned for us. So we
pray, “Come, Holy Spirit.”

Thank you
Thank you to Wayne Matthews and Al Rossi
for mulching the beds around the church.

from the worship committee
The cost of the sanctuary flowers has
increased to $20 per vase.

Yours in Christ,
Roger

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP:
Nicodemus Pottery
SECOND SUNDAY OFFERING —
Cameroon Presbyterian
Church

The second Sunday offering for the month of
May will go to Eglise Presbytérienne
Camerounaise- EPC ( Cameroon Presbyterian
Church) of Tya’assono’s congregation to
assist them in their effort of continuing the
construction of their church and manse in
Tya’assono. Pictured is the church under
construction. According to Blaise MvoaOlama, who was a member of EPC before
coming to the U.S., a new manse is also under
construction.
Your generous gift to the
Second Sunday Offering in May will be a
great blessing to their community.

Women’s
Fellowship
will meet on Saturday,
May 5 at 10:00 am.
Linda Foster will have a
presentation
on
Nicodemus Pottery. As
a bit of background,
Charles Nicodemus was born in Barberton,
Ohio, graduated from the Cleveland Art
School, and was hired by the Dayton Art
Institute to organize and head the sculpture
department. Eventually he attended Ohio
State University and in 1932 he became Dean
of the Columbus Art School, now the
Columbus College of Art and Design.
Eventually he left teaching and set up his
own
business,
Ferro-Stone
Ceramics.
Charles Nicodemus and his wife, Florine,
lived in Clintonville and many people
purchased pieces of Nicodemus Pottery in his
salesroom/garage where he had his kiln.
Charles Nicodemus died at the age of 89, in
November 1990. His pottery lives on. Come
and join us for this unique opportunity to
hear “the rest of the story” of Nicodemus
Pottery.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 2018

Adult education classes

—Fred Vaughan, Clerk

These classes meet Sunday morning at 9:15
a.m. with rotating leadership and dismiss
promptly at 10:10 a.m. All are welcome and
encouraged to attend!

Heard an update on Fugees Academy from
Alison Gessner Rooney.
There will be
opportunities for volunteers to help with the
after-school programs assisting students with
homework.
Approved proposal for replacing carpet in
pastor’s and administrative assistant’s offices.

May 6 –“Christianity in Current Times –
How does the church respond?”
May 13 – “What Does the Lord Require?”

Approved participation in the Flag Day
celebration being planned for the East Dublin
Granville Corridor.
Heard a report on the special Presbytery
meeting held on April 9 to act on Overture

from Cincinnati Presbytery to 223rd General
Assembly to appoint an Administrative
Commission to investigate the Synod of the
Covenant and the Synod Executive. The
Presbytery voted to concur with the overture.
Explored a discussion of “What is St.
Andrew’s passion?”

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP may 20:
…. Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
The Book Discussion Group meets on the
third Sunday of the month at 9:15 a.m. in
Room 1. This month’s book discussion will
be on May 20 and focus on a New York Times
#1 bestseller: Born a Crime: Stories from a South
African Childhood by Trevor Noah.

Pentecost Offering – May 20

Your gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the
church encourage, develop, and support its
young people, and address the needs of atrisk children. Forty percent of the Pentecost
Offering may be retained by individual
congregations wanting to make an impact in
the lives of young people within their own
community. The remaining sixty percent is
used to support ministries of the Presbyterian
Mission Agency, which include Young Adult
Volunteers, Ministries for Youth, Children-atrisk, and Pentecost Offering financials. By
giving to the Pentecost Offering, one of the
four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), we are nurturing the faith of
those who are the church to come; children,
youth, and young adults.

OUR condolences
We extend our sympathy to the family and
friends of Patricia Strick who died April 21,
2018. A service of witness to the resurrection
will be held at St. Andrew on May 19 at 10:30
am. Pat joined the church in 1963.

New Website coming
A session appointed task team is hard at
work on a new website for St. Andrew which
will be a useful tool for outreach and member
communication. Stay tuned.

