Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
Choral Evensong

The Last Sunday after Pentecost, 11.22.20

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
We are creative, progressive partners in God’s mission of radical love.
We are delighted that you have decided to join us today and to give a small gift
of your time and attention back to God through worship. It’s our hope that this
encounter with God–through word, sacrament, beauty, and togetherness–
enriches your day and gives you food for the journey!
Saint Mark’s is a Cathedral of the Episcopal Church in Minnesota, a network of
faith communities gathered together in common identity and cause, each
engaging God’s mission in their own unique time and place and out of their
own unique gifts. As a statewide (and global) community of faith, we pray for
one another, support one another, learn from one another, partner with one
another, and cheer for one another, knowing full well that we can do far more
together than we could ever do apart.

CONNECT!
Want to learn more about Saint Mark’s? In this time of Covid-19, we wish we
could welcome you in person face to face. Please go to ourcathedral.org to find
out more about who we are and ways to connect!

STAY INFORMED
Saint Mark’s is on Facebook, Instagram & Twitter. Subscribe to our email news by going to ourcathedral.org , or text
“ourcathedral” to 22828

PILGRIMAGE IN THE CATHEDRAL
An opportunity for a Personal Pilgrimage, happening each week.
Tuesdays, 12:30 - 3:30 pm and Thursdays, 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

The Cathedral will be open limited hours for personal pilgrimages; for
prayer, study, and self-guided tours. All entry and exit will be through
the Narthex doors. Spaces open will be strictly limited to the Nave and
Hewitt Chapel. Restrooms will not be available. Clergy and Pastoral
Care will not be available unless by prior appointment. Please go to
ourcathedral.org to review the safety protocol.

Wherever you are on your faith journey…

Saint Mark’s welcomes you.
November 22, 2020
5:00 p.m.

Choral Evensong for the Last Sunday after Pentecost
The Office of Evensong has been said or sung in this form throughout the Anglican Communion since the 1530s. This
reflective service uses order of worship found in the 1662 Prayer Book (with very slight adaptation for use in this Cathedral).
The psalms, lessons, hymns and anthem are varied according to the lectionary. At Choral Evensong the choir offers its
worship on behalf of those present. The congregation is invited to join in the prayers and the singing of the hymns.
The service begins with the Lucernarium, the solemn ceremony of light.
Please stand as the procession enters
Officiant: Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Opening Sentence
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a lamp to
put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house. And you, like
the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the good you do, and give
glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16
or
Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense, and let the lifting up of my hands be an evening
sacrifice. Psalm 141:2
or
If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not
dark to thee, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to thee are both alike.
Psalm 139:10, 11
Let us pray.
Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of the
vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this
light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The candles on the altar are lit during the singing of Hymn 25: O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ
Almighty, everlasting God, let our prayer in your sight be as incense, the lifting up of our hands as the
evening sacrifice. Give us grace to behold you, present in your Word and Sacraments, and to recognize
you in the lives of those around us. Stir up in us the flame of that love which burned in the heart of
your Son as he bore his passion, and let it burn in us to eternal life and to the ages of ages. Amen.
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Invitation to Confession
Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us, in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy. And
although we ought, at all times, humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we chiefly so
to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have
received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those
things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and
beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto
the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me;
The congregation kneels
The Confession (said by all)
Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended
against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; And we
have done those things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health in us. But
thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which
confess their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; According to thy promises declared
unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; That
we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
The Absolution (The Absolution or Remission of sins to be pronounced by the Minister alone, standing: the people still kneeling.)
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather
that he may turn from his wickedness, and live; and hath given power, and commandment, to his
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of
their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy
Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those
things may please him, which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure,
and holy; so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Preces (sung by the choir)

Richard Ayleward

O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father: and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.
The people sit for the Psalm.
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Psalm 145(sung by the choir)
I will magnify thee O God my King: and I will praise thy Name for ever and ever.
Every day will I give thanks unto thee: and praise thy Name for ever and ever.
Great is the Lord, and marvelous worthy to be praised: there is no end of his greatness.
One generation shall praise thy works unto another: and declare thy power.
As for me, I will be talking of thy worship: thy glory thy praise and wondrous works.
So that men shall speak of the might of thy marvelous acts: and I will also tell of thy greatness.
The memorial of thine abundant kindness shall be showed: and men shall sing of thy righteousness.
The Lord is gracious and merciful: long-suffering and of great goodness.
The Lord is loving unto every man: and his mercy is over all his works.
All thy works praise thee O Lord: and thy saints give thanks unto thee.
They show the glory of thy kingdom: and talk of thy power;
That thy power thy glory and mightiness of thy kingdom: might be known unto men.
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom: and thy dominion endureth throughout all ages.
The Lord upholdeth all such as fall: and lifteth up all those that are down.
The eyes of all wait upon thee O Lord; and thou givest them their meat in due season.
Thou openest thine hand: and fillest all things living with plenteousness.
The Lord is righteous in all his ways: and holy in all his works.
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him: yea all such as call upon him faithfully.
He will fulfill the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry and will help them.
The Lord preserveth all them that love him: but scattereth abroad all the ungodly.
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name for ever and ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Then a Lesson of the Old Testament, as is appointed. And after that Magnificat (or the Song of the Blessed Virgin Mary) as followeth.
The First Lesson
Magnificat (sung by the choir)

Zechariah 9:9-16
Service in Bb

Charles Villiers Stanford

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his
seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Then a Lesson of the New Testament, as it is appointed. And after that Nunc dimittis (or the Song of Simeon) as
followeth.
The Second Lesson

1 Peter 3: 13-22
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Nunc Dimittis (sung by the choir)

Service in Bb

Charles Villiers Stanford

Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared before the face of all people.
To be a light to lighten the gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father: and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

The Minister and the people say the Apostles’ Creed, standing.
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth :
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary:
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell;
The third day he rose again from the dead:
He ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty:
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost:
The holy Catholick Church;
The Communion of Saints:
The Forgiveness of sins:
The Resurrection of the body,
And the Life everlasting. Amen.
And after that, these Prayers following, all devoutly kneeling,
Prayers and Suffrages (sung by the choir)

Richard Ayleward

The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Lord have mercy upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord have mercy upon us.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the State.
4

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee
Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
Then follow three Collects; the first of the day; the second for Peace; the third for Aid against all Perils
The Three Collects
The congregation sits while the choir sings the anthem.
The Anthem: Rejoice in the Lord alway

Henry Purcell

Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say rejoice.
Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.
Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God.
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Then the people sit or kneel, and the Minister shall offer
The Prayers
Then the Minister offers the following prayer
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplications unto thee; and dost promise, that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name
thou wilt grant their requests; Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be
most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come
life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn
478: Jesus, our mighty Lord

Monk’s Gate

5

The Minister concludes with one of the sentences of Scripture which followeth.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,
be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13.14
or
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Ghost. Amen. Romans 15:13
or
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine:
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.
Amen.
Ephesians 3:20, 21
Postlude: Praeludium in G minor

Dietrich Buxtehude
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