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The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
Saturday, February 19, 2022 ~ 5:00 pm

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides us into
merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is
the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s
glory revealed in Christ.

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness, let us give thanks for the
gift of baptism.

Holy God, fountain of living water, source of mercy, tender and mighty, you are clothed with majesty and
splendor. Your steadfast love fills the earth.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through water, satisfying the thirst of all living things, sustaining life in this community,
nourishing and delighting us. We bless you for the gifts of water that surround us. Your steadfast love fills the
earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through water, a sign of your saving power: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar
discovers your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman

washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. Your steadfast love fills the
earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through the water of baptism joined to your life-giving Word: your well of mercy and
cleansing flood, your sea of deliverance from death into life, your healing river washing sin away, your living
water springing up to eternal life. Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Shower us with your Holy Spirit. Fill us with your love. Clothe us and all your people with grace. Embolden
us to do justice. Bless us to love mercy. Guide us to walk humbly with you, whom we thank and praise,
through Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “I Come With Joy”

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is
injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to
understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
A reading from Genesis.

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?”” But his brothers could not answer him,
so dismayed were they at his presence.

*Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. >’And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves,
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. °For the famine has been in the land
these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 'God sent
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. *So it was
not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler
over all the land of Egypt. “Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God
has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. '°You shall settle in the land of Goshen,
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your
herds, and all that you have. ''I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to
come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.””” *And he kissed
all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

'Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
*For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
*Put your trust in the Lorp and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
*Take delight in the LORD,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
*Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD,
and see what God will do.
The Lorp will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
"Be still before the LorD and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil
schemes.
8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
°For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the LorD shall possess the land.
'%In a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
""But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
*'But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
“You, O Lorp, will help them and rescue them,;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they
seek refuge.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
A reading from First Corinthians.

3*But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” **Fool! What
you sow does not come to life unless it dies. >’ And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to
be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. **But God gives it a body as he has chosen,
and to each kind of seed its own body.



280 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable.
#It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. **It is sown a
physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. **Thus
it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
*But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. *'The first man was from the
earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. **As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the
dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. *’Just as we have borne the image of the
man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

*®What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor
does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *"“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, **bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. *’If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other
also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. *’Give to everyone who
begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. *'Do to others as you
would have them do to you.

32<If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love
them. *’If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. **If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinners, to receive as much again. >>But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
un%gateful and the wicked. *°Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive,
and you will be forgiven; **give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get
back.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH



SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings to the church may be placed in the box on the table near the entrance to worship or be sent through
the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth
to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water
turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O holy God: You are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy
and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his promise to come again, we
await that day with all the universe will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all..

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are
welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet
receiving communion will receive a blessing.

Those worshiping with us at home may use their own bread and wine or juice for communion. On site, please
follow the directions o the pastors to receive communion.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good
news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

BLESSING

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, + bless
your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” vw.1,4&5
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1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 Throughthat still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our world of stress,
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seek re - lease
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to be more faith-ful, give us hope to  be more true,
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to  re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us still.
for the sake of Christfor-giv -ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set us free and grant us peace.
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to go on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929

Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889 Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 601887 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.
Michelle Weltzin- Carolyn Scheibe Sue Vogel
Trainor Sarah Costello Andrew Arp
Ron McFate Madison Russo Jan Carlson
Nancy Meyer Ed Stoltz Gayla Tighe
H.O. Nelson Jan Kluever Lowell Lines
Norm Harvey June Dierks Craig
Sheila Baustian Michael Schafer Lois
Sally Puls Karen Muetzel John
Duane Miller Peyton Langebartles Mary
Tim Winter Meyer Mixdorf Dorie
Jensen Spencer Bob Morehead Clif
Ann Kuehl Patty Mixdorf Kelly
Carol Judge Melissa Alden Vaughn
Flowerg , The altar flowers are given today by Myra Kreiter in loving memory of
£ Jack, on the 59th Anniversary of their marriage.
3 2| The flowers on the baptismal font are given by Joshua & Jillian
_ | Spencer in celebration of the 1% anniversary of their son Jensen’s
baptism.
If you are interested in providing altar flowers, there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the
narthex. You may also sign up by calling the church office, or online at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
20/805094EABA62CAAF85-altar
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permission.Image: “Friendship Seat” outdoor sculpture (created from 300-year-old beech tree trunk) by Andy Levy. Milnthorpe Road, Kendal, Cumbria, England. Copyright O
Stan Prichard/Alamy Stock Photo. Used by permission.



THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Saturday, February 19" Spm Worship
Sunday, February 20™ 8am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School

10:30am Jubilation Worship
Monday, February 21* Office Closed

Tuesday, February 22" Ipm Bible Study
5:30pm Food Pantry
Wednesday, February 23™ 5pm Confirmation Meal
5:30pm Confirmation Conversations
6:15pm People of Praise
7pm High School Youth
7:15pm Resounding Joy!
Thursday, February 24™  9am Ambassador Folding
Friday, February 25" 9:30am Food Pantry
Saturday, February 26™ Spm Worship
Sunday, February 27" 8am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN—Time for snow removal volunteers. If
you are able to help us clear sidewalks after a snowfall, please sign up using the
sign up sheet in the gathering area or online. Additional information can be
found on the sign up sheet or on our web page. The sign up link is
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094EABA62CAAF85-snowl
Thank you for your help!




