


 

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his blood; even many 
of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom 
can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of 
eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the 
word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel. 
 

PRELUDE   
 

GATHERING  
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they differ from the 
ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We 
take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with 
us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of 
miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN “I Come with Joy”       vv. 1, 2 & 4 
 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Saturday, August 21, 2021 5:00 pm 
Sunday, August 22, 2021 9:00 am 
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GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and preserve us in your 
truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
 

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 

A reading from Joshua. 
 

1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, 
and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 
14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that 
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to 
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 
17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and 
among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the 
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22 
 

 

 15The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
  and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
 16The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, 
  to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 
 17The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them 
  and delivers them from all their troubles. 
 18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted 
  and saves those whose spirits are crushed.  
 19Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
  but the Lord delivers them from every one. 
 20God will keep safe all their bones; 
  not one of them shall be broken. 
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 21Evil will bring death to the wicked 
  and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
 22O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.  

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20  
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you 
may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and 
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your 
feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the 
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: John 6:56-69 
 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who 
eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61But 
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then 
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; 
the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the 
one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So Jesus asked 
the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You 
have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Jesus, I have Promised”  vv. 1 & 4  
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BLESSING OF KEYS 
 
CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
 

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church. 
Offerings to the church in these days may be placed in the box at the entrance or sent through the mail, 
through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website. 
 

OFFERING SONG   “Let the Vineyards” 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what 
has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for 
the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name, and join  their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 

COMMUNION SONG  

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are 
welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet 
receiving communion will receive a blessing. 
 



Those worshiping with us at home may use their own bread and wine or juice for communion. On site, 
communion will be received at your seats. Having received the elements as you entered worship, you will take 
the chalice, and when directed by the pastor, you will remove the bottom cover to receive the bread. The 
pastor will say “Body of Christ given for you,” and you will eat the bread. When directed by the pastor, you 
will remove the top cover to receive the wine or juice. The pastor will say, “Blood of Christ shed for you,” and 
you will drink the wine or juice.  
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us 
in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever.  
Amen 
 



SENDING SONG  “You Are the Way”  

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these  
people and all who are in need in our prayers. 

Arnie Lindaman 
Carol Judge 
Michelle Weltzin- 
   Trainor 
Ron McFate 
Kristina Gehrls 
Nancy Meyer 
Karen Rathjen 
H.O. Nelson 
Ed Stoltz 
Tim Winter 
Pat Hoffman 

June Dierks 
Ann Kuehl 
Jensen Spencer 
Michael Schafer 
Karen Muetzel 
Peyton Langebartles 
Sherri Westmeier 
Meyer Mixdorf 
Bob Morehead  
Joe Schwarz 
Patty Mixdorf 
Joan Nelson 

Bonnie Zarske 
Craig 
Lois 
Bob 
Algean 
Carolyn 
John 
Mary 
Bonnie 



 
Announcements 

Flowers on the altar are given by the Garner family In celebration of Mike and 
Lisa Garner's 30th anniversary and Joleen and Jason Newman's 25th 
anniversary. 
 

If you are interested in providing altar flowers, there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in 
the narthex. You may also sign up by calling the church office, or online at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/805094EABA62CAAF85-altar 

 

Grade Faith Milestone: Blessing of the Keys 

 
As our children begin high school, there are many milestones that they will begin to come across. One of 
those milestones is learning to drive, from getting the permit to driver's ed to getting a license. We would 
like to help these youth and parents to mark that milestone in worship with a "Blessing of the Keys". This 
weekend,  August 21 and 22, during the worship services, we will invite all 9th and 10th graders to come 
forward with their parents as we pray over them and provide them with a small token to mark this time in 
their lives. We will also be providing each family with a sample "contract" which can help families to have 
conversation around proper use of the car.  

Backpack   Blessing   and   Blessing   of   Teachers  
and   School Workers 

     This weekend,  August 21 and 22, we invite all children and youth who are starting 
back to school to bring their backpacks to worship at 5:00 pm on Saturday or 9:00 am on 
Sunday. During the Children’s message, we will do a blessing of backpacks to pray God’s 
blessing on the backpacks and on the children who will wear them this year. We will then 
offer a blessing over the teachers, administrators, bus drivers, janitors, kitchen staff and others as they 
prepare to head back to school. 

A New Year for Confirmation 

It is time to begin our Confirmation Conversations again, so it is time to have a 

mandatory student/parent meeting and pizza party. Therefore, all 7th and 

8th Graders and their parents and siblings are invited to a pizza party and 

Confirmation kick-off meeting on Wednesday, August 25, at 5:45 pm. At this 

meeting we will go over expectations and opportunities for the year as well as the calendar of events. 

Please let Pastor Carrie know how many from your family will be coming so that we can be sure to 

have enough food for everyone at pastorcarrie@csteldridge.com or 285-4501 by tomorrow, 

Monday, August 23. We look forward to seeing you there. 

P.S. Our first week of the regular class schedule will be the following Wednesday, September 1, beginning 

with a meal at 5:00 pm and our Confirmation Conversations from 5:30-6:45 pm.  

mailto:pastorcarrie@csteldridge.com


High School Youth Group Kick-ff   

It is hard to believe that we are heading back into the school year, but as we do, 

we also head into a new year of Youth Group. In order to get the year kicked off, 

we invite all high school youth and their parents to join us for a conversation 

about plans for the year, including how often we would like to meet, the kinds of 

activities we would like to do, the 2022 Youth Gathering, and possible mission activities.  We will 

meet on Wednesday, August 25, at 7pm.  A dessert will be provided! 

Please call the office at 285-4501, or sign up online at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/805094EABA62CAAF85-confirmation1 , 

by Monday, August 23. We encourage you to invite friends. More information will be coming in a 

letter soon. See you there! 

Sunday School Rally Day is September 12! 

Join us at 9am for pancakes and fun! 

Check the September Ambassador for more info. 


