
 



 

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for 
his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire 
that his followers will be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal 
agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. 
This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy 
Spirit! 
 

PRELUDE   
 

GATHERING  
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-
watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the 
rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you 
watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. We praise 
you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. To you be given honor 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior”      vv. 1 & 4 
 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race, 
 you our head, who, throned in glory, 
 for your own will ever plead: 
 fill us with your love and pity, 
 heal our wrong, and help our need. 
 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race: 
 by your praying, by your willing 
 that your people should be one, 
 grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: 
 here on earth your will be done. 

 

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Saturday, May 15 2021 5:00 pm 
Sunday, May 16, 2021 9:00 am 



GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect 
us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred 
twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David 
foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered 
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us 
during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his 
resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two 
you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 
his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles.  

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 1 
 

 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with  

leaves that do not wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:9-13 
 

A reading from First John. 
 

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he 
has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those 
who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given 
concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 

  13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you 
have eternal life.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL: John 17:6-19 
 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I 
protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except 
the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I 
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given 
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from 
the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And 
for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”        vv. 1 & 2 
 

1 Blest be the tie that binds 
 our hearts in Christian love; 
 the unity of heart and mind 
 is like to that above. 
 

2 Before our Father's throne 
 we pour our ardent prayers; 
 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
 our comforts and our cares. 

 

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt. 

 

CREED  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION  “I Come With Joy”      vv. 1 & 3 
 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 
 forgiven, loved, and free, 
 the life of Jesus to recall 
 in love laid down for me, 
 in love laid down for me. 
  

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
 each proud division ends. 
 The love that made us, makes us one, 
 and strangers now are friends, 
 and strangers now are friends. 

 

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used with 

permission of OneLicense.net A-731185. 

 

OFFERING  
 

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church. 
Offerings to the church in these days may be placed in the box at the entrance or sent through the mail, 
through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we 
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we  praise your holy name.  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for  
freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger 
than death, gave his life for others. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 



Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all 
this dying world. 
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup  carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live 
as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are 
welcome at the Lord’s table. You may use your own bread and wine or juice for communion. Those who do not 
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a blessing. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”    vv. 1, 3 & 5 
 

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  
 The cross stands empty to the sky. 
 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 

3 In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 
 where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
 and lives, where even hope has died. 
 

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
 good news to this and every age, 
 till earth and sky and ocean ring 
 with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936  Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used with 
permission of CCLI 1478659. 

  



DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these  
people and all who are in need in our prayers. 

Cindy Staebel  
Arnie Lindaman 
Carol Judge 
Michelle Weltzin- 
   Trainor 
Ron McFate 
Sue Oetzman 
Phyllis Hamann 
Kristina Gehrls 
Nancy Meyer 
Karen Rathjen 
Sally Puls 

H.O. Nelson 
Ed Stoltz 
Pat Hoffman 
June Dierks 
Ann Kuehl 
Jensen Spencer 
Michael Schafer 
Karen Muetzel 
Peyton Langebartles 
Sherri Westmeier 
Meyer Mixdorf  
Bob Morehead  

Matt Weibel 
Craig 
Lois 
Bob 
Algean 
Carolyn 
John 
Mary 


