
 



 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and 
we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first 
letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s 
life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the 
life of the world. 
 

PRELUDE   
 

GATHERING  
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-
watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the 
rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you 
watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. We praise 
you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. To you be given honor 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”    vv. 1& 2 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev'ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Saturday, May 8 2021 5:00 pm 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 9:00 am 



GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love 
for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 
several days. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 98 
 

 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge 

the earth. 
 9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6  
 

A reading from First John. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 
loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water 
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I 
do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You 
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant (The Servant Song)”      
        vv. 1 & 2 

1 Will you let me be your servant, 
 let me be as Christ to you? 
 Pray that I may have the grace to 
 let you be my servant, too. 
 

2 We are pilgrims on a journey, 
  we are trav'lers on the road; 
 we are here to help each other 
 walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953 
Text © 1977 Scripture In Song (c/o Integrity's Hosanna Music) /ASCAP, c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.Used with permission of 
CCLI 1478659. 

 

BAPTISM (5:00 PM) Tegan Kathryn Kieger 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. 
By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are 
united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 
God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates: 

 I present Tegan Kathryn Kieger for baptism. 
 

The presiding minister addresses parents or others who bring for baptism children who are not able to answer 
for themselves: 
Corvin and Addy, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Tegan 
Kathryn baptized into Christ? 
Response: We do. 
 

As you bring Tegan Kathryn to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with  
responsibilities: 
 to live with her among God's faithful people, 
 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in her hands the holy scriptures, 



 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
 so that Tegan may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help Tegan Kathryn grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: We do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Tegan Kathryn in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 
Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Response: We do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
People of God, do you promise to support Tegan Kathryn and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
Response: We do. 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism as well as the parents and sponsors of young 
children. The assembly may join in the responses. 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The presiding minister steps to the font and begins the thanksgiving: 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you 
created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered 
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism 
may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly may be seated. 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Tegan Kathryn, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new 
birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Tegan Kathryn with the gift of your Holy 
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
Tegan Kathryn, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
 

A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young child). 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and 
praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

CREED (9:00 AM) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION  “Jesus Loves Me!”                                  vv. 1 & 2 
 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 
 for the Bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain 
 Yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 the Bible tells me so. 
 

2 Jesus loves me! he who died 
 heaven's gates to open wide; 
 he will wash away my sin, 
 let his little child come in.  Refrain 

 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 

 

OFFERING  
 

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church. 
Offerings to the church in these days may be placed in the box at the entrance or sent through the mail, 
through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we 
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we  praise your holy name.  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for  
freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger 
than death, gave his life for others. 
 



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all 
this dying world. 
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup  carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live 
as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are 
welcome at the Lord’s table. You may use your own bread and wine or juice for communion. Those who do not 
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a blessing. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                 vv. 1 & 3 
 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 
 

(Continued on the next page.) 



3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 

 

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these  
people and all who are in need in our prayers. 

Cindy Staebel  
Arnie Lindaman 
Carol Judge 
Michelle Weltzin- 
   Trainor 
Ron McFate 
Sue Oetzman 
Phyllis Hamann 
Kristina Gehrls 
Nancy Meyer 
Karen Rathjen 
Joni King 

Sally Puls 
H.O. Nelson 
Ed Stoltz 
Pat Hoffman 
June Dierks 
Ann Kuehl 
Jensen Spencer 
Michael Schafer 
Karen Muetzel 
Peyton Langebartles 
Sherri Westmeier 
Meyer Mixdorf  

Bob Morehead  
Matt Weibel 
Craig 
Gary 
Lois 
Bob 
Algean 
Carolyn 
John 
Mary 

THIS WEEKEND WE WELCOME to our Faith family through 

baptism Tegan Kathryn Kieger. Tegan, daughter of Corvin and 

Addy Kieger, granddaughter of Tom and Joni Dittmer, and 

great-granddaughter of Katie Dittmer, is being baptized at the 

5:00 pm worship service on Saturday. 


