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Palm/Passion Sunday
Sunday, March 28, 2021

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded
by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gos-
pel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament
Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus prom-
ises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion
of God’s astonishing work.

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

ACCLAMATION
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Ol-
ives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples *and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately
as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. *If anyone
says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here
immediately.” ” *They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were
untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?”” ®They told them
what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. "Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
cloaks on it; and he sat on it. *"Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy
branches that they had cut in the fields. "Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shout-
mng,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
""Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

""Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it
was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

The gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BLESSING OF THE PALMS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy
city for triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his
way. Bless these branches and coats and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of
the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



PROCESSION

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da - vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul-ti-tude of pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To you, be - fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To  you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - o - dy we raise.
great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.
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Text: Theodulph of Orleans, c¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584—1635




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our
nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will
and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.

*The Lord Gobp has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
>The Lord Gop has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
%I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard,
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord Gop helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%1t is the Lord Gop who helps me;
who will declare me guilty? .

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16

‘Have mercy on me, O Lorp, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
'"For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
"T am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
’Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot.
BFor I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
“But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, “You are my God.
"My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
'°Let your face shine up| on your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from Philippians.

°Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
Swho, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

*Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
150 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father. .

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 14:1--15:47
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark..

(Hear a dramatic reading of the Passion.)

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

SILENT MEDITATION
HYMN OF THE DAY “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
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1 Be-neath the cross of Je - sus [ long to take my stand;
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a- bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
I ask no oth -er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,

(Continued on the next page)
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Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
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glo-rious love and my
on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.

un-wor - thi - ness.
Cross.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and

unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

SHARING OF THE PEACE
HYMN OF PREPARATION “Lamb of God”
iy == — —
EESESIEESSS=sts = ———
I Your on.- by Saon, no sin to  hide, but you have
2- Your gift of Ilove we ¢rl - §l - fed. We laughed and
3 1 was so lost, I should have died, but you have
-y : | S .
P z = ——if v
sent him from your side to walk up - on this guilt - y
scorned him as he died. The hum-ble king we named a
brought me to your side te bE lkd by your staff and
p Refrain
G ——== e | e
F—— —— 1 —
sod and to be - come the Lamb of God.
fraud and sac -ri - ficed the Lamb of God. O Lamb of
rod and to be wcalled a lamb of God.



ﬁ#_—,-—f — A — ! 1 o
§—— = P
God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the ho - 1ly Lamb of God. Oh, wash me

N 4

P AR . 1M | | | \
e  — i " m— ! E |
e Y o : " — 2

in your pre-cious blood, my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God.

Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958
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Text and music © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music
Used with permission ofCC]%l 147%659 S

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings may be dropped off at church or sent through the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the
Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from
heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and springs, we bless
and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert. pouring out his life for the
world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.



Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that
we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifis of bread and wine are
welcome at the Lord’s table. You may use your own bread and wine or juice for communion. Those who do not
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a blessing.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in
the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed
to serve your neighbor. God bless you ++ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving
Trinity.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This”
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TI'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love 1is this

I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when I was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb [ will sing; to God and to the Lamb,

when from death I'm free, [I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, [ will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Cindy Staebel
Arnie Lindaman

Carol Judge

Michelle Weltzin-

Trainor
Ron McFate
Sue Oetzman
Phyllis Hamann
Kristina Gehrls
Nancy Meyer
Karen Rathjen

Carolyn Scheibe

Joni King

Sally Puls

Ed Stoltz

Pat Hoffman

June Dierks

Ann Kuehl

Jensen Spencer
Michael Schafer
Karen Muetzel
Peyton Langebartles
Sherri Westemeier

Meyer Mixdorf

Ed Geest

Bob Morehead
Craig

Gary

Lois

Bob

Algean
Carolynn

John

Mary







