


God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the 
people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself 
when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws 
God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave 
strengthened to share God’s love with all the world. 
 

GATHERING  
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock and 
our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of  
compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and 
mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the 
way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 
 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom 
and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 



GATHERING HYMN             “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us 
to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

ANTHEM    “At the Cross”                Neal Becker 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

A reading from Jeremiah.  
 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their  
husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will  
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM: Psalm 51:1-12 
 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

A reading from Hebrews.  
 

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,  
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the 
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  

8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, 
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 12:20-33 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who 
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told  
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those 
who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and 
where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 



have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was  
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Now the Green Blade Rises” 
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CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION “As the Grains of Wheat” 
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OFFERING  
 

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.  
Offerings may be dropped off at church or sent through the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the 
Tithe.ly app on our website. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from  
heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and springs, we bless 
and magnify you. 
 

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. 
 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert. pouring out his life for the 
world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is  the new  
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 
 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that 
we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 



DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy  
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are 
welcome at the Lord’s table. You may use your own bread and wine or juice for communion. Those who do not 
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a blessing. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in 
the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed 
to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving 
Trinity.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN             “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these  
people and all who are in need in our prayers. 

Cindy Staebel Joni King Ed Geest 

Arnie Lindaman Sally Puls Bob Morehead 

Carol Judge Pat Hoffman Craig 

Michelle Weltzin-Trainor Ed Stoltz Gary 

Ron McFate June Dierks Lois 

Sue Oetzman Ann Kuehl Bob 

Phyllis Hamann Jensen Spencer Algean 

Kristina Gehrls Michael Schafer Carolynn 

Don Stoltenberg Karen Muetzel John 

Nancy Meyer Peyton Langebartles Mary 

Karen Rathjen Sherri Westemeier  

Carolyn Scheibe Meyer Mixdorf  


