


 

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of 
Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures 
and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s  
family in the flood with the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made 
with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.  
 

GATHERING  
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of  
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of  
compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and 
mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the 
way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom 
and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 

The First Sunday in Lent 
 

Sunday, February 21, 2021 



GATHERING HYMN            “A Mighty Fortress” 

 GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of 
temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be 
with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING:  Genesis 9:8-17 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

 8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 
your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic  
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and 
it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is 
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of 
all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 25:1-10  
 

1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good ness, O Lord. 
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Peter 3:18-22  
 

A reading from First Peter.  
 

18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a  
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through  
water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into  
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL:  Mark 1:9-15 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as 
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 
him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 

BAPTISM  Jensen Joshua Spencer 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. 
By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are 
united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 
God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

The presiding minister addresses parents or others who bring for baptism children who are not able to answer 
for themselves: 
 

Jillian and Josh, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Jensen 
Joshua baptized into Christ? 
Response: We do. 
 

As you bring Jensen Joshua to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with  
responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God's faithful people, 
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 



 place in him hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that Jensen Joshua may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help Jensen Joshua grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: We do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
Rebecca and Mike, do you promise to nurture Jensen Joshua in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 
God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Response: We do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
People of God, do you promise to support Jensen Joshua and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 
Response: We do. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism as well as the parents and sponsors of young  
children. The assembly may join in the responses. 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The presiding minister steps to the font and begins the thanksgiving: 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you 
created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered 
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and  
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism 
may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the  
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Jensen Joshua, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy. 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new 
birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.  
 

Sustain Jensen Joshua with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
Jensen Joshua, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ  
forever. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
 

A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young child). 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
On behalf of the people of Faith Lutheran Church, I welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission 
we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the 
world. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 



HYMN OF PREPARATION “Here is Bread” 

OFFERING  
 

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.  
Offerings may be dropped off at church or sent through the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the 
Tithe.ly app on our website. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from  
heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and springs, we bless 
and magnify you. 
 

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. 
 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert. pouring out his life for the 
world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is  the new  
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 
 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that 
we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy  
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are 
welcome at the Lord’s table. You may use your own bread and wine or juice for communion. Those who do not 
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a blessing. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in 
the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed 
to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving 
Trinity.  
Amen. 
 
 



SENDING HYMN             “I Want Jesus To Walk With Me” 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these  

people and all who are in need in our prayers. 

Cindy Staebel Karen Rathjen Ed Geest 

Arnie Lindaman Carolyn Scheibe Nancy Nichols 

Carol Judge Joni King Bob Morehead 

Michelle Weltzin- Pat Hoffman Craig 

  Trainor June Dierks Gary 

Ron McFate Ann Kuehl Lois 

Sue Oetzman Jensen Spencer Bob 

Phyllis Hamann Michael Schafer Algean 

Kristina Gehrls Karen Muetzel Carolynn 

Don Stoltenberg Peyton Langebartles John 

Nancy Meyer Sherri Westemeier  

Kathy Stoltz Meyer Mixdorf  




