


(=_W—_ Reformation Sunday

Saturday, October 24, 2020 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, October 25, 2020 ~ 9:00 am

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the
love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us
free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for
the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from
your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We
place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

OPENING MEDITATION HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

1 A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might
he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

2 No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.
You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God's only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

(Continued on the next page.)



3 Though hordes of devils fill the land
all threatening to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpower us.
Let this world's tyrant rage;
in battle we'll engage!
His might is doomed to fail;
God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4 God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.
The kingdom's ours forever!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times
of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

3The days are surely comlng, says the LorD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. *It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by
the hand to brin, ng them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the LorD. “~“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the LorD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. **No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LoRD,”
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LorD; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more .

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46

'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
*Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
‘though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.



*There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
3God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
®The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
$Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
""The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans.

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. *°For “no human being
will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge
of sin.

*'But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law
and the prophets, **the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there
is no distinction, *’since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; **they are now justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, >whom God put forward as a sacrifice of
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; *it was to prove at the present
time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

*"Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law
of faith. **For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*!Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disci-
ples; **and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” **They answered him, “We are
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will
be made free’?”

#Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. >>The
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. **So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF MEDITATION “Amazing Grace”

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4 The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5

APOSTLES .CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

SHARING OF THE PEACE



HYMN OF MEDITATION “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”
1. Wash, O God, our sons and daughters,
where your cleansing waters flow.
Number them among your people;
bless as Christ blessed long ago.
Weave them garments bright and sparkling;
compass them with love and light.
Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit,
holy dove and heart’s delight.

2. We who bring them long for nurture;
by your milk may we be fed.
Let us join your feast, partaking
cup of blessing, living bread.
God, renew us, guide our footsteps;
free from sin and all its snares,
One with Christ in living, dying,
by your Spirit, children, heirs.

3. Oh, how deep your holy wisdom!

Unimagined, all your ways!
To your name be glory, honor!
With our lives we worship, praise!
We your people stand before you,
water washed and Spirit born.
By your grace, our lives we offer.
Recreate us; God, transform!

Text: Ruth Duck, b 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church. Offer-
ings to the church may be placed in the box on the table near the entrance to worship or be sent through the
mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare
us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied by
your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to share
with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this
bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the

Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of
bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not wish to receive communion and children
who are not yet receiving communion will

receive a blessing.

Communion is will be received at your seats. Having received the elements as you

entered worship, you will take the chalice, and when directed by the pastor, you will

remove the bottom cover to receive the bread. The pastor will say “Body of Christ given for you,” and you will
eat the bread. When directed by the pastor, you will remove the top cover to receive the wine or juice. The
pastor will say, “Blood of Christ shed for you,” and you will drink the wine or juice.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the
tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

Mothering God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

SENDING MEDITATION “Rise, Shine, You People!”

1. Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
our human story; God in him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
with grace unbounded.

2 See how he sends the powers of evil reeling;
he brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
now are forgiven.

3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling,
your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story
of Jesus' glory.

4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from every nation
God's new creation.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199. Scripture: New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Cover: Lyrical
Books by Rafael Lopez. Copyright © Rafael Lopez. All rights reserved. Used by permission of the artist.
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these

,,/}’({7(”/’ people and all who are in need in our prayers.
Cindy Staebel Michael Schafer Jennifer
Arnie Lindaman Karen Muetzel Lois
Carol Judge Dixie Smith Bob
Michelle Weltzin- Peyton Langebartles Algean

Trainor Gary Goslee
Ron McFate Sherri Westemeier
Dale Moore Karen VanderHorst
Ann Kuehl Craig
Jensen Spencer Gary




