


The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Confirmation Service

Saturday, October 10, 2020 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday October 11, 2020 ~ 11:00 am

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’
parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy
God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpass-
es all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful
invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from
your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We
place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

OPENING MEDITATION HYMN “Now We Join In Celebration”

1 Now we join in celebration
at our Savior's invitation,
dressed no more in spirit somber,
clothed instead in joy and wonder;
for the Lord of all existence,
putting off divine transcendence,
stoops again in love to meet us,
with his very life to feed us.

2 Lord, as round this feast we gather,
fill our hearts with holy rapture!
For this bread and cup of blessing
are for us the sure possessing
of your loving deed on Calv'ry,
of your living self, our vict'ry,
pledge of your unfailing presence, .
foretaste here of heav'nly gladness. (Continued on the next page..)



3 Lord, we share in this communion
as one fam'ly of God's children,
reconciled through you, our brother,
one in you with God our Father.
Give us grace to live for others,
serving all, both friends and strangers,
seeking justice, love, and mercy
till you come in final glory.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-731185

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call
us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.

'0 Lorb, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
*For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
*Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
*For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
>the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

%0n this mountain the LoRD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
"And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
*he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
°It will be said on that day,



Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lorp for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23

'The Lorp is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
*The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
Y ou restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LorD forever.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9

A reading from Philippians.
"My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,
my beloved.

’I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. *Yes, and I ask you also, my
loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together
with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. *Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. °Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. "And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. *Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen
in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: *“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. *Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ *But they made light of it and went away, one to his
farm, another to his business, *while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. "The king
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. *Then he said to his
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go therefore into the main streets, and
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” '*Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

"“Byt when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, '“and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was



speechless. *Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '“For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF MEDITATION “Baptized and Set Free”

1 We are people created,
chosen by God.
Then we're washed, ever gently,
in mercy and love.
Sin has power no more.
Jesus opened the door
to a fountain bringing healing,
and wholeness and more.

2  We are fed and we're nourished,
filled and refreshed.
Then our hunger returns and
again we are blessed.
For whatever the need,
God is greater indeed:
endless ocean, always deeper
than all of our need.

3 We are nourished by water,
all living things,
and by life that the Spirit
abundantly brings.
As we journey toward home,
may your presence be known:
precious river, ever-flowing,
now carry us home.

4 Now with praise and thanksgiving,
we join the song.
All are welcome! We gather
to sing loud and strong.
Not enslaved, but set free!
From now on, all will be
one in Jesus, one in water,
baptized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (5:00 pm)
PRESENTATION

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these youth, one with us in the body of Christ,
who, after completing the expectations of our Confirmation program, are making public affirmation of their
baptism.

I ask each confirmand to stand and come forward as he is presented.

I present Carter John Harms and Ryan Charles Stickler who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.



Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the Word in
baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them
in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of
all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
The assembly may stand and join in the responses.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The assembly is seated.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
If so, please respond, “I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.”
Response: 1 do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ?
If so, please respond, “We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.”
Response: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.



Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin,
and raise us to eternal life. Amen.

Each candidate will be invited forward for the laying on of hands.

Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, stir up in name the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm her/his faith, guide her/
his life, empower her/him in her/his serving, give her/him

patience in suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting life.

Amen.

When all have received the blessing, all will turn and face the assembly.
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we will give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE

HYMN OF MEDITATION “As We Gather at Your Table”

1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-731185

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings to the church may be placed in the box on the table near the entrance to worship or be sent through
the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website.



OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare
us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied by
your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to share
with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this
bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are
welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet
receiving communion will receive a blessing.



Communion is will be received at your seats. Having received the elements as you entered worship, you will
take the chalice, and when directed by the pastor, you will remove the bottom cover to receive the bread. The
pastor will say “Body of Christ given for you,” and you will eat the bread. When directed by the pastor, you
will remove the top cover to receive the wine or juice. The pastor will say, “Blood of Christ shed for you,” and
you will drink the wine or juice.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the
tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these

//mmm people and all who are in need in our prayers.
Shirley Stoltenberg Ashley Leininger Gary Goslee
Cindy Staebel Perrin Leininger Jeanette Olaughlan
Arnie Lindaman Jim Weibel Sherri Westemeier
Doug Olson Ann Kuehl Karen VanderHorst
Carol Judge Jensen Spencer Craig
Michelle Weltzin- Michael Schafer Gary

Trainor Karen Muetzel Jennifer
Ron Mc Fate Dixie Smith Lois

Dale Moore Peyton Langebartles




