


The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Saturday, October 3, 2020 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, October 4, 2020 ~ 9:00 am

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’
mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of
Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with
wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from
your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We
place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

OPENING MEDITATION HYMN“The Church’s One Foundation”

1 The church's one foundation
1s Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

2 Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.

(Continued on the next page.)



3 Though with a scornful wonder
this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder,
by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up: "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

4 Through toil and tribulation
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.

5 Yet she on earth has union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!
Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us,
may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those
things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.

'Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
*He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,



judge between me
and my vineyard.

*What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?

When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

>And now I will tell you
what [ will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
5T will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:7-15

"Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
*You have brought a vine out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and planted it.
?You cleared the ground for it;

it took root and filled the land.
'"“The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.
“Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
BThe wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
A reading from Philippians.

[Paul writes:] **If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: *circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.



"Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. “More than that, I re-
gard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rub-
bish, in order that I may gain Christ *and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.
19T want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, ''if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

"2Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. *Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own;
but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, '*I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the people:] ***Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put
a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. **When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce.
3>But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. * 6Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. *'Finally he sent his son to them, saying,
“They will respect my son.” **But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir;
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” *’So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. **Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” *' They said to
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time.”

*Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

BTherefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. **The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.”

“When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about
them. **They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF MEDITATION “How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord”

1 How clear is our vocation, Lord,
when once we heed your call
to live according to your word
and daily learn, refreshed, restored,
that you are Lord of all,
and will not let us fall.

(Continued on the next page.)



2 But if, forgetful, we should find
your yoke is hard to bear;
if worldly pressures fray the mind
and life itself cannot unwind
its tangled skein of care:
our inward life repair.

3 We marvel how your saints become
in hindrances more sure;
whose joyful virtues put to shame
the casual way we wear your name,
and by our faults obscure
your pow'r to cleanse and cure.

4 In what you give us, Lord, to do,
together or alone,
in old routines or ventures new,
may we not cease to look to you,
the cross you hung upon,
all you endeavored done.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM—NEW MEMBERS (5:00 pm)
Mark Hemphill and Kim Claeys-Hemphill

PRESENTATION

Dear friends, we give thanks this day for the gift of baptism and for this brother and
sister, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their
baptism and joining the membership and ministry of Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Those making affirmation are presented by a representative of the congregation:

I present Mark Hemphill and Kim Claeys-Hemphill who desire to make public
affirmation of their baptism and join the membership and ministry of Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church.

The presiding minister continues:

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for this sister and brother, whom you have made your own by water and the Word
in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished
them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts
of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
The assembly may stand and join in the responses.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response:
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response:
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:
I renounce them.



The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
The group responds:
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
People of God, do you promise to support this sister and brother and pray for them in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

The presiding minister prays for God's blessing.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse
us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in these, your people, the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

The presiding minister invites the new members to turn to face the assembly and

addresses the assembly.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim
the good news to all the world.

CREED (9:00 am)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE

HYMN OF MEDITATION “Jesus Loves Me!”

1 Jesus loves me! this I know,
for the Bible tells me so;
little ones to him belong,
they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.

2 Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;
he will wash away my sin,
let his little child come in. Refrain

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay
close beside me all the way;
when at last I come to die,
he will take me home on high. Refrain

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings to the church may be placed in the box on the table near the entrance to worship or be sent through
the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare
us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied by
your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new cove-
nant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to share
with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this
bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are
welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet
receiving communion will receive a blessing.

Communion is will be received at your seats. Having received the elements as you entered worship, you will
take the chalice, and when directed by the pastor, you will remove the bottom cover to receive the bread. The
pastor will say “Body of Christ given for you,” and you will eat the bread. When directed by the pastor, you
will remove the top cover to receive the wine or juice. The pastor will say, “Blood of Christ shed for you,” and
you will drink the wine or juice.



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the
tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199. Scripture: New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Cover: Ripe grapes. Photo copyright © iStock/ THEPALMER. Used by permission.



- Ford, Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these

/%Zy@” people and all who are in need in our prayers.
Shirley Stoltenberg Ann Kuehl Craig
Cindy Staebel Jensen Spencer Gary
Arnie Lindaman Michael Schafer Jennifer
Doug Olson Karen Muetzel Lois
Carol Judge Dixie Smith
Michelle Weltzin- Peyton Langebartles

Trainor Gary Goslee
Ron McFate Sherri Westemeier

Dale Moore Karen VanderHorst




