MATTHEW 21:28

™
:
O
2
m
=
-
=
2
£

Z
=
3
=
-
:
O
@




The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

Saturday, September 26, 2020 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, September 27, 2020 ~ 9:00 am

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the read-
ing from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life.
Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nour-
ished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn
from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining our-
selves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord.

Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

OPENING MEDITATION HYMN“O Master, Let Me Walk with You”

1 O Master, let me walk with you
in lowly paths of service true;
tell me your secret; help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care.

2 Help me the slow of heart to move
by some clear, winning word of love;
teach me the wayward feet to stay,
and guide them in the homeward way.

3 Teach me your patience; share with me
a closer, dearer company,
in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
in trust that triumphs over wrong,

4 In hope that sends a shining ray
far down the future's broad'ning way,
in peace that only you can give;
with you, O Master, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us
from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
A reading from Ezekiel.

'The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of
Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? *As I live, says the
Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “Know that all lives are mine; the life of the
parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

»Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not
your ways that are unfair? **When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity,
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. ’ Again, when the wicked turn
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.
**Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall
surely live; they shall not die. *’Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

**Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord Gop.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. *'Cast away from you all
the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!
Why will you die, O house of Israel? **For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gop.
Turn, then, and live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-9

'To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
*My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
*Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
°Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
SRemember, O LorD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O
Lorbp.
*You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
?You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13
A reading from Philippians.

'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, “make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in
full accord and of one mind. *Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. *Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. *Let
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
Swho, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

’Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; "*for it is God who is at work in
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”
#Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by
what authority I do these things. *’Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”
And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ *°But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.” *’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by
what authority I am doing these things.

2<What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vine-
yard today.” *’He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. **The father went to the
second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 3'Which of the two did the will of
his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. **For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even
after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF MEDITATION “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”

1 Lord, whose love in humble service
bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken,
worked your mercy's perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship
not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose
ev'ry gift which you impart.

2 Still your children wander homeless;
still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom;
still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion
healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power
to our world to make it whole.

3 As we worship, grant us vision,
till your love's revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness
dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens
your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to ardent service,
your abundant life to share.

4 Called by worship to your service,
forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged,
love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort,
counsel, aid and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom
may your mercy know and live.
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE

HYMN OF MEDITATION “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”

1 Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

Refrain
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!

2 Christ is able to make us one,
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in word and in deed express. Refrain

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929

Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings to the church may be placed in the box on the table near the entrance to worship or be sent through
the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare
us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied by
your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to share
with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this
bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the

Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of
bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not wish to receive communion and children
who are not yet receiving communion will

receive a blessing.

Communion is will be received at your seats. Having received the elements as you

entered worship, you will take the chalice, and when directed by the pastor, you will

remove the bottom cover to receive the bread. The pastor will say “Body of Christ given for you,” and you
will eat the bread. When directed by the pastor, you will remove the top cover to receive the wine or juice. The
pastor will say, “Blood of Christ shed for you,” and you will drink the wine or juice.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the
tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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Foord Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these

e le and all who are in need i
JSrayer people and all who are in need in our prayers.
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