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MATTHEW 13:3

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Saturday, July 11, 2020
Sunday, July 12, 2020

God'’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who
scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little,
dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may
bear fruit in the world.

PRELUDE
GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from
generation to generation.
Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place our
hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We
abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you
have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love,
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope



does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 18521922

Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
T —— e d)e o . s
)8 — o |
e L
e e e e eee e e
O d—qi T e e I ; f
Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow -ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lft us to the joy di-vine!
e 8 T e g
e e s s et ——




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to
receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
A reading from Isaiah.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
50 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the LorD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 65:1-13

"You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
*Our sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
*Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.
> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
°You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
"You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
*Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
®You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
'Y ou drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
"You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
PMay the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
A reading from Romans.

'There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Chrlst Jesus. “For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. *For God has done what the law, weak-
ened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin,
he condemned sin in the flesh, *so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. >For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the thlngs of
the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 'For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot,

and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, smce the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '’But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ''If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
5 - | d
%ﬁd ¥ | = ’ r &
Al - le - lu ia. Lord, to whom shall we  go?

n 1

)Y A y | | |
= —— 112
._) _‘ - J % I @ . ‘\/ ‘ -

Al le Iu - ia. You have the words of e - ter- nal life.

N . .

7.4 o [ _ —F :
oy e — ]
\JI I !/ | Ir) ! D

Al - le Iu ia, al - le - Iu ia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. “Such great crowds gathered around him
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. *And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. *And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the
path, and the birds came and ate them up. *Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. °But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. "Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. *Let anyone w1th cars listen!”

'8Hear then the parable of the sower. '*"When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on
the path 20As for What was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; *'yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a wh11e and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. **As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke



the word, and it yields nothing. *But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” Sing Twice
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950

Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson

Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings to the church in these days may be sent through the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through
the Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. You shower
us with signs of your abundant grace. Guide us to use the gifts you give, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on
the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen
our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal
love.

Amen.



SENDING SONG “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”
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Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 17341820

Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

RECESSION

Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199. Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Cover: Madonna of the Harvest (detail). Sowing Seeds Copyright O 2019 John August Swanson/
Eyekons. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Ford, Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these

/%7}7,7(3” people and all who are in need in our prayers.
Shirley Stoltenberg Bryan Zabel Sherri Westemeier
Cindy Staebel Dick Puls Karen VanderHorst
Arnie Lindaman Ann Kuehl Craig
Doug Olson Michael Schafer Gary
Carol Judge Karen Muetzel Jennifer
Michelle Weltzin- Dixie Smith Mark
Trainor Peyton Langebartles Marlis
Ron Mc Fate Gary Goslee Lois
Dale Moore Jeanette Olaughlan Hal










