The Seventh Sunday of Easter
Saturday, May 23, 2020
Sunday, May 24, 2020

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for
the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for
their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had
with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God
intends for the whole human family.

PRELUDE
GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-
watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the
rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you
watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. We praise
you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your
forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. To you be given honor
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior”
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Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932

e e e e
g g ’:i:’ _!_j o4
A ot A T
fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in sol - emn trust will be.
quench our fe-vered thirst of  plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - 1 - tion: here on earth your will be done.
r3
i »
e, gLt
e — ! . ! > !
r r | | I r | I | : -

Music: IN BABILONE, Qude en Niewwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Réntgen, 1855-1932



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with
Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14
A reading from Acts.

®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will restore
the kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority. *But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” "When he had said
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '°While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ''They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

P Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath
day’s journey away. *When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. '*All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35

"Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered;
let those who hate God flee.
’As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
*But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.
*Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds;
I Am is that name, rejoice before God!
>In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
Syou give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.
’0 God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
Sthe earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
Y ou sent a bountiful rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
"Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.
3*You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
3 Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
*How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
A reading from First Peter.

"Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. ’But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. '*If you are reviled for the name of



Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

>Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.
"Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. *Discipline yourselves keep alert. Like a roarlng
lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looklng for someone to devour. *Resist him, steadfast in your
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. '°And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen and establish you. ''To him be the power
forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 17:1-11

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour
has come; glorrfy your Son so that the Son may glorlfy you, “since you have given him authority over all
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know
you, the only true God, and J esus Christ whom you have sent. “I glorified you on earth by finishing the
work that you gave me to do. >So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in
your presence before the world existed.

%] have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have given me is
from you; *for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know
in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on their behalf; T am
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. '°All
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and [ have been glorified in them. 1And now [ am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 18

CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
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through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spi
and became truly human.

rit and the virgin Mary

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was bu

ried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no

end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son i

s worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic an

d apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to co
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

SHARING OF THE PEACE

me. Amen.
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OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings to the church in these days may be sent through the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through
the Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just
as you do with our lives. Give us strength in these days for service in your name through the strength of the
risen Christ.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on
the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen
our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your
mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING SONG “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.
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