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Easter Vigil
April 11, 2020
5:00 pm

This is the night of salvation! At the Vigil of Easter, we gather around fire, word, water,
bread, and wine, proclaiming through story and song that ours is a God who continuously
brings life out of death. On this night we experience again the heart of God’s baptismal
promise and the center of our faith: we are claimed and cleansed, renewed in the death and
resurrection of Christ. We gather with all the saints of every time and place to celebrate
the good news: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!



On the night before Easter Day, Christians around the world gather to celebrate Christ’s

passage from death to life. The service includes strong signs: new fire in darkness, light spreading from the
light of Christ, the water and word of baptism, the first resurrection meal. And powerful words: the great sav-
ing stories of Hebrew scriptures and the first Easter gospel. We keep this wondrous night in the spirit of vigil,
our lamps lit, awaiting Christ’s coming both now and at the end of time Alleluia! Christ is risen! And Christ
will come again.

~GATHERING~
We gather in silence and light a candle to represent the light of Christ.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Beloved in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather
with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through light

and the word, through water and oil, we proclaim Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's triumph over
sin and death, and await Christ's coming again in glory.

Let us pray: O God, you are like a refiner's fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of your faithful people. Bless
this flame and those who keep this Easter Vigil so that, burning with desire for life with you, they may be
found fit to take part in that festival of Light which has no ending, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

May the light of Christ who rises this night in glory scatter the darkness of our hearts and minds.

Let us pray: Almighty God, pour out your abundant blessing on this lighted candle, so that all who share this
night in your holy mysteries may be filled with your grace and spiritual blessings. Once we were in darkness,
but since we have become the Lord's people, we are in the light. Help us to live as people who belong to the
light, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN “Rejoice, Angelic Choirs, Rejoice!
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Text: Joel W. Lundcen, paraphrasc of the Easter Proclamation

Music: ALLEIN GOTT IN DER HOH; Plainsong, adapt. Nikolaus Decius

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission is granted for reproduction of this item for non-sale local use only, provided that each copy carries the copyright notice.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the wisdom of the earth. By
the resurrection of your Son free us from our fears, restore us in your image, and ignite us with your
light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

~WORD~
VIGIL READINGS

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1—2:4a
Creation

A reading from Genesis.

Chapter 1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, *the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
*Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. *And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

®And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters." 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. ®God called the dome Sky. And there
was evening and there was morning, the second day.

°And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. °God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. "Then God said, "Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
in it." And it was so. “The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. ®And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.

“And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night;
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, “and let them be lights in the



dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. °God made the two great lights — the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. “God set them in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, ®*to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. “And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day.

*And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth across the dome of the sky.” *’So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. **God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” **And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.

**And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. *God made the wild animals of
the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of
every kind. And God saw that it was good.

*Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."

*’So God created humankind in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living
thing that moves upon the earth." *God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.
**And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for food." And it was so.
*'God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.

Chapter 2
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their
multitude. *And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.

*These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




FIRST RESPONSE

Let All Things Now Living
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Text: Katherine K. Davis, 18921980, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.



FIRST PRAYER

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord.

Amen.

SECOND READING Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
Deliverance at the Red Sea

A reading from Exodus.

Chapter 14

'°As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. "They said to Moses, "Was it because there
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done
to us, bringing us out of Egypt? "“Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and
let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die
in the wilderness." "But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the
deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today
you shall never see again. “The LorD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still."

®Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.
'But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites
may go into the sea on dry ground. “Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they
will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots,
and his chariot drivers. '®And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LorD, when I have gained
glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers."

“The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. *’It came between
the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit
up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

*Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. **The Israelites
went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
*The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and
chariot drivers. **At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon
the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. **He clogged their chariot wheels so
that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is
fighting for them against Egypt."

**Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." *’So Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled be-
fore it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. **The waters returned and covered the chariots
and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of
them remained. *But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a
wall for them on their right and on their left.

**Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on
the seashore. *'Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people
feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.



Chapter 15
**Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went
out after her with tambourines and with dancing. *And Miriam sang to them:

"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
SECOND RESPONSE Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (verses1, 2 & 4)
n 1 1 1 1
)" A | 1 1 | | =N | I !
G | ] ) 4 e 4
G —F—F S E—
1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the strain of tri - um - phant glad - ness!

2 "Tis the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea-sons, bright with the day of splen -dor,
4 Nei - ther could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark por - tal,

5 Al - le - lu - ial! now we cry to our Lord im - mor - tal,
9] . .
J | | | I | =Y | I
G 72—+
4%9—d D ! ! | —o
God has brought forth Is - ra - el in - to joy from sad - ness,
and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun  has ris - en.
with the roy - al feast of feasts comes its  joy to ren - der;
nor the watch - ers, nor the seal, hold you as a mor - tal:

who ftri - um - phant burst the bars of the tomb’s dark por - tal;

0 . . . .

- e P — i E— ! i | : '

o7 [ f e e 2 e 45 )

J ' ' e o &
loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh-ters;
All the win -ter of our sins, long and dark, is {fly - ing
comes to glad Jer - u - sa - lem, who with true af - fec - tion
but to - day, a-mong your own, you ap - pear, be - stow - ing
Al - le - Iu-ia! with the Son God the Fa - ther prais - ing;

9] .

" Amra— . . I ! -

7. | ! | o E—

T

Q]

—e—

[ )

5
P I I
% 2 — e
led them with un-moist-ened foot through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from the Light to whom we give laud and praise un - dy - ing.

wel - comes in un - wea - ried strain Je - sus’ res - ur - rec - tion!
your deep peace, which ev - er-more pass - es hu - man know -ing.
Al - le - lu - 1a! yet a - gain to the Spir - it rais - ing.

Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 1490-1547

SECOND PRAYER

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day: By the power of your mighty
arm you once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of the salvation
offered to everyone by the water of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of earth may partake in the sal-

vation of the Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.



THIRD READING Isaiah 55:1-11
Salvation freely offered to all

A reading from Isaiah

Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.

*Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.

*Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.

[ will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.

See, I made him a witness to the peoples,

a leader and commander for the peoples.

>See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

°Seek the LORD while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;

“let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

®For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.

°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

"so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



THIRD RESPONSE The Lord Is My Song (sing the italicized line twice)
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Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.
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THIRD PRAYER

Holy God, you created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the whole earth by your
Spirit. Give now the water of life to all who thirst for you, that, rejoicing in your covenant of mercy, we
may bring forth abundant fruit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FOURTH READING Daniel 3:1-29
Deliverance from the fiery furnace

A reading from Daniel.

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was
six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. *Then King Nebuchadnez-
zar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices,
the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to assemble and come to the dedication of
the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3So the satraps, the prefects, and the governors,
the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces,
assembled for the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were
standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar had set up, *the herald proclaimed aloud, "You
are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, °that when you hear the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall down and worship the
golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. *Whoever does not fall down and worship
shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire." "Therefore, as soon as all the peoples
heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the
peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden statue that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.



®Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. °They
said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! “You, O king, have made a decree, that
everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical
ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue, "and whoever does not fall down and
worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. *There are certain Jews whom you have
appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These
pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden
statue that you have set up."

BThen Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
be brought in; so they brought those men before the king. “Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship
the golden statue that I have set up? “Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue
that [ have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a
furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?"

®Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need
to present a defense to you in this matter. “If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. **But if not, be it
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue
that you have set up.”

“Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that
his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was customary,
*?and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. **So the men were bound, still wearing their
tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace
of blazing fire. **Because the king's command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the
raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. *But the three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.

**Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up
quickly. He said to his counselors, "Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?" They
answered the king, "True, O king." *He replied, "But I see four men unbound, walking in the mid-
dle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god."
*Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, "Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego came out from the fire. *?And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and
the king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bod-
ies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not
even the smell of fire came from them. **Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him.
They disobeyed the king's command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any
god except their own God. **Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that ut-
ters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from
limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way."

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



FOurRTH RESPONSE All You Works of God, Bless the Lord

0
)4
Y AN 1 ]
= ] ]
J

1 All youworks of God, bless the Lord! All  you an - gels, now

2 Sing, you sun and you moon a - bove, stars of heav - en, now

3 Frost of win - ter with song so cold, dews of sum - mer, your

4 Hills and moun - tains, now sing his worth, all  you green things that

0

)74

VAW ] ]

J
bless the Lord; come, you heav - ens and pow’rs that be,
sing his love; dew and show - ers, you winds that blow,
song un - fold; light and dark - ness, you day and night,
grow on earth; seas and riv - ers, you springs and wells,

Refrain
0 fr
A
Y 1 = Y \V
e = r 4 o @

praise the Lord and his maj - es - ty:
heat and fire,.... you ice and snow: Raise vour voic - es high
clouds of thun - der, you light-nings bright: Y £
beasts and cat - tle, you birds and whales:

0

I‘_\v_ 3 ] 1 \’

! & 7 o ®

praise and mag - ni - fy, all  youworks of God, bless the Lord!

5 Come, humanity, sing along, 6 Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart;
sing, you people of God, a song; all you humble, his praise impart;
priests and servants, your Lord now bless, God the Father and Son adore,
join, you spirits and souls at rest: Refrain bless the Spirit forevermore! Refrain

Text: Stephen P. Starke, paraphrase of Song of the Three 35-65

Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk song, adapt. Dorcen Potter

Text © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.

Music © 1975 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

FOURTH PRAYER

Almighty and eternal God, the only hope of the world, by the proclamation of your prophets you
declare to us the word of salvation. By the grace of your Spirit increase the devotion of all the baptized,
that, strengthened by your presence, we may withstand hardship and sorrow and be united with your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



NEW TESTAMENT READING
A reading from Romans.

Romans 6:3-11

>Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? *Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in
a resurrection like his. *We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. “For whoever has died is freed
from sin. ®But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. *We know
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. “The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. "So you
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
HymN We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-try be to Chrst the Son,
9]
7 .
o I — I ! ! — ! — I
B e e e e e !
that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je -sus who is r1is - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past
as 1t was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be re - u - nit - ed, for he lives
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . . . . A - men

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937

Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker

Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.



RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOws

Beloved of God, on this most holy night, the Church keeps vigil, awaiting the glorious resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul teaches us that by baptism, we were buried with Christ and lay
dead in order that as Christ was raised from the dead in the splendor of the Father, so we should set
our feet on the new path of life. Therefore, now that the struggle of Lent is over, let us renew the
promises made at our baptism.

I ask you, do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil and all his empty promises?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God, the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

You have made profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with
you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

I do and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

People of God, you have made your profession of faith and renewed the vows of your baptism. By wa-
ter, you were cleansed and brought to newness of life in the Spirit. May God grant that you may feel
and know the grace and favor which God has given you through your baptism.

Amen.

You may dip your finger in water and mark the sign of the cross as a way to remember your baptism



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le -lu - ia.

GOSPEL READING: John 20:1-18

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. *So she ran and went to Simon Peter and
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” *Then Peter and the other disciple set
out and went toward the tomb. *The two were running together, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. °’He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying
there, but he did not go in. *Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus” head, not lying with the
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. *Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; °for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that
he must rise from the dead. “°Then the disciples returned to their homes.

"But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; “and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the
head and the other at the feet. ®They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” "*When she
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. “Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.” "®Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). “Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” *Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

MEDITATION



HYMN OF THE DAY:
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The Day of Resurrection (verses1&z2)
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the pass-o - ver of glad - ness, the pass-o - ver of God.
the Lord in rays € - ter - nal of res - ur - rec-tion light,
the round world keep high tri - umph and all that 1is there - in.
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From death to life e - ter - nal, from sin’s do - min-ion free,
and lis-t'ning to his ac - cents, may hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things, seen and un - seen, their notes of glad-ness blend;

Let all the ran-somed num - ber fall down be - fore the throne,
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our Christ has brought us
his own “All hail!” and
for Christ the Lord has
and hon - or, pow’r, and
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hear - ing, may raise the glad re - frain.
ris - en, our joy that has no end!
glo - ry as - cribe to God a - lone!
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Text: John of Damascus, c. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
On this most holy night, we pray for the church, the earth, the world, those in need, and all the
members of God’s family.

Each petition concludes, “..in your mercy,”
We invite you to respond, “hear our prayer.”

Into your gracious and mighty hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

~SENDING~

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN The Day of Resurrection (verses 3 &4)

DI1SMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted;
honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

Offering: This service is a continuation of the service bequn on Maundy Thursday. Therefore, there is no
offering specifically listed in this service; however, we give thanks for your continued giving toward the
ministry of the church. All offering may be sent to the church during the mail, through automatic with-
drawal, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website during these days.

Join us for the culmination of our joyful Easter celebration by participating in worship tomorrow.






Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Shirley Stoltenberg Dixie Smith

Cindy Staebel Peyton Langebartles
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Doug Olson Jeanette Olaughlan

H.O. Nelson Craig
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Trainor Mark %}7&( ,4

Ron McFate Mike ;

Dennis Peterson Marlis % :
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Karen Muetzel z
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