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Evening Thanksgiving

Psalm 141
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Psalm Prayer
P May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your
presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we
might sing your praise and your love in our lives.
C Amen.

HEARING THE WORD

First Reading
L A reading from Revelation:

Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to
the Lamb!”
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed
in white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are
the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have
come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel
B A reading from the Gospel of Matthew:

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
B The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Sermon

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr., Bishop
Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA
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P The light shines in the darkness
C and the darkness has not overcome it.

The Annunciation

Luke 1:26–28, 30–32, 38

L An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was

Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.
You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God
Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do your
will.”

The Magnificat

Luke 1:46-55

Litany and Prayers

We remember leaders of our synod who have died in the past year:
+ The Rev. Harry Thomas Miller
+ The Rev. Rodney Gatzke
+ The Rev. Partee Boliek Jr.
+ The Rev. Elmer Klein
+ The Rev. John Yost Jr.
+ The Rev. Harry “Skip” McComas
+ The Rev. Bruce Kelley
+ Angeline Haines

P Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give

to your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to
live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Final Blessing

WORSHIP LEADERS
Preacher

Presiding Minister

The Rev. Bill Gohl, Bishop
Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA
The Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Grace Lutheran Church, Hockessin, DE

Cantor

The Rev. Kathy Ierien, Pastor
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Wilmington, DE

Lector

Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Grace Lutheran Church, Hockessin, DE

Musician

Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Grace Lutheran Church, Hockessin, DE

Sound Booth

David Magoon
Grace Lutheran Church, Hockessin, DE

Producers

Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Grace Lutheran Church, Hockessin, DE
Deacon Julie Stecker, Assistant to the Bishop
Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha copyright © 1989 Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. Hymns are reprinted by permission of
One License under license # A-726117. One License Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category A average weekly attendance 1
to 25. # A-726117 for Apr 28, 2020 - Apr 27, 2021.
Video footage provided by the Rev. Jason Chesnut of ANKOSfilms
God Be With You Till We Meet Again by Chris Zabriskie is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/. Source: http://chriszabriskie.com/dtv/. Artist: http://chriszabriskie.com/.

