SERVICE OF THE WORD

18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020
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GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness
M In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
M God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
M Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

M Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
M In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Hymn

We Praise You, O God
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Greeting & Prayer of the Day
M The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
M Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

M Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the

inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by
your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

HEARING THE WORD
First Reading
A A reading from Isaiah.

Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
I will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;

Isaiah 5:1-7

he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!
A Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

How Great Thou Art

Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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Matthew 21:33-46

[Jesus said to the people:] “Listen to another parable. There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine
press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent
other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same

way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at
the harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.”
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

The Rev. Tamika Jancewicz, Associate Pastor
First Lutheran Church, Ellicott City
Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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Creed
P Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our baptismal faith in the
words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
P With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.
P Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard.

Refresh the church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work
and service. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those

whose hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who
hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who care deeply for
your creation. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

P Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of

others. Grant that world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the
good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your

presence, heal our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all
bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind
those who are struggling today especially those we name aloud, in
silence or on our social media networks using the hashtag
#demdprays. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek

employment. Give hope and a future to those who lack meaningful
work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace,
and those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard

especially Pastor Skip McComas, Louise Rau, Nancy Hoffman and all
who have died in faith. May our chorus join theirs until our labor is
complete. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for

whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Thanksgiving for the Word
M Let us give thanks for the Word:
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we
need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the
world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
C Amen.

SENDING

Blessing
M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace
In the Name of the Father, Son ☩ and Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Sending Song

There's a Wideness in God's Mercy

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there's a kindness in God's justice
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is no place where earth's failings
have such kindly judgment giv'n.
2 There is welcome for the sinner,
and a promised grace made good;
there is mercy with the Savior;
there is healing in his blood.
There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this;
there is room for fresh creations
in that upper home of bliss.
3 For the love of God is broader
than the measures of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.
But we make this love too narrow
by false limits of our own;
and we magnify its strictness
with a zeal God will not own.
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4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus;
it is something more than all:
greater good because of evil,
larger mercy through the fall.
Make our love, O God, more faithful;
let us take you at your word,
and our lives will be thanksgiving
for the goodness of the Lord.
Dismissal
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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