SERVICE OF THE WORD
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B Bishop A Assisting Minister C All

GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness
B In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
B God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
B Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

B Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
B In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Hymn

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! (v. 1, 2 & 4) ELW #413

Greeting & Prayer of the Day
B The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
B Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

B Everlasting God, you have wonderfully established the ministries of

angels and mortals. Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels
contend against the cosmic forces of evil, so by your direction they

may help and defend us here on earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God
whom we worship and praise with angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven, now and forever.
C Amen.

HEARING THE WORD

First Reading
A A reading from Revelation.

Revelation 12:7-12

War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon. The dragon and his angels fought back, but they were
defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. The
great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the
Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,
“Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Messiah,
for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down,
who accuses them day and night before our God.
But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony,
for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.
Rejoice then, you heavens
and those who dwell in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea,
for the devil has come down to you
with great wrath,
because he knows that his time is short!”
A Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Shall We Gather at the River (v. 1)

Gospel
B The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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Luke 10:17-20

The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the
demons submit to us!” He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven
like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt
you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
B The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr, Bishop
Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA
Have No Fear, Little Flock

1

Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

2

Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!

3

Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!

4

Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!
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Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4
Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Creed
A Let us confess our baptismal faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
A Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray
for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation.
A Powerful Lord, embolden your people. Fill our mouths with your words

and our hearts with your truth, so that in your mighty name we may
overcome the power of the enemy. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A Creating God, you made stars and planets, weather and tides, setting the

cycles of the cosmos in ways we have yet to fully understand. Remind
us of our limitations while inspiring humble wonder at your universe.
Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A Prince of peace, make wars to cease and your justice to reign on earth.

Cast out evil in our midst. Deny victory to those who come to conquer,
dominate, and oppress the weak and vulnerable. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

A Healing God, grant rest to those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Heal

illness, strengthen those who are weak, comfort those who grieve, and
give peace to those near death; we pray for those we carry in our
hearts and spirits, aloud, in silence or online using the hashtag
#demdprays. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A Lord of hosts, we pray for pastors, deacons, lay staff and key leaders who

lead us in worship gathered in-person, online, in new and creative
ways. Help all who lead worship to do so with a prayerful focus, and
help all of us to return honor and glory to you. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A God of heaven and earth, all names are known to you. We give you

thanks for the bold witnesses whose lives reflected your steadfast love
and mercy and are now delivered to the victory of your endless reign.
Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your

throne of grace; through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Thanksgiving for the Word
B Let us give thanks for the Word:
Gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in love, we bless your
name and give you thanks. In our need, you make haste to help us.
You plant us beside streams of your wisdom, teach us in pastures
greening with truth, and guide us on the path of your promise. By
your Spirit awaken our faith, that, feasting on your Word, we may love
you more fully and serve our neighbor more faithfully; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

SENDING

Blessing
B The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The God of all grace: Father, Son ☩ and Holy Spirit bless you now and
forever.
C Amen.

Sending Song

Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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