
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Sunday, August 9, 2020 
B Bishop P Preacher A Assisting Minister C All 
 

 
Gathering 
___________________________________________________________________ 
             
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism: 
B In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 
B Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from  

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen.	
. 
B Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We  

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 
B God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and  

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In 
the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 



Gathering Hymn         Eternal Father, Strong to Save         ELW #756 

 
 
Apostolic Greeting & Prayer of the Day 
B The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
B Let us pray. 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us 
to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 



Hearing the Word 
___________________________________________________________________ 
          
First Reading         Genesis 37:1-4; 12-28 
A A reading from Genesis: 
 

1Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the 
land of Canaan. 2This is the story of the family of Jacob.  
   

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock 
with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and 
Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of 
them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any 
other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and 
he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But when his brothers 
saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 
 
12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near 
Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers 
pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 
He answered, “Here I am.” 14So he said to him, “Go now, see if it 
is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word 
back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.  
  
He came to Shechem, 15and a man found him wandering in the 
fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16“I am 
seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are 
pasturing the flock.” 17The man said, “They have gone away, for I 
heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his 
brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from a 
distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill 
him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 
20Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; 
then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we 
shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But when Reuben 
heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not 



take his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him 
into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that 
he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his 
father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him 
of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24and they 
took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was 
no water in it. 
 

25Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of 
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, 
balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then 
Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother 
and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 
and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own 
flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders 
passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and 
sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they 
took Joseph to Egypt. 

 
A Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation          Blessed Assurance (Refrain)           ELW #638 

 
 
 



Gospel                           Matthew 14:22-33 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the 
other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And 
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the 
wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking 
toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out 
in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it 
is I; do not be afraid.” 
 
28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 
on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried 
out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sermon                          The Rev. Lura Groen, Pastor 
        Abiding Savior Lutheran Church (Columbia) 

 
  



Hymn of the Day     My Faith Looks Up to Thee                ELW #759 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
A Let us confess our baptismal faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the  

church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst  

of storms, so that we see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do 
not be afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and  

wildlife from exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor 
to sustain and be sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C hear	our	prayer.	
	
A For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness  

meet, and righteousness and peace culminate. May nations in conflict 
know the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the 
path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved.  

Accompany all who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in 
anguish, and support those who are frustrated in their search for an 
affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering this day especially 
those we name in silence or aloud, those we share online using the 
hashtag #demdprays (a brief silence is kept). Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 



A For our congregations and shared ministries as we continue to navigate  
pandemic, strengthen our witness online, and gather in person with 
increased attention to safety and social distance; we pray for students 
and teachers preparing for a strange and new school year; and for 
those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with 
your grace for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all  

times and places, and for the saints in our lives and in our community 
whom you have gathered to yourself.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer  

these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Sending  
___________________________________________________________________ 
            
Thanksgiving for the Word 
B Let us give thanks for the Word: 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we 
need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the 
world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Blessing 
B Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; cry 
out for justice; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. May the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Hymn     When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) ELW #785 

 
 
Dismissal 
A Go in peace, share the good news!  
C Thanks be to God! 
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