
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  
Sunday, July 19, 2020 
B Bishop P Preacher A Assisting Minister C All 
 

 
Gathering 
___________________________________________________________________ 
             
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism: 
B In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 
B God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,  

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.	
. 
B Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We  

have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
B In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  



Gathering Hymn        When Morning Gilds the Skies          ELW #853 

 
Greeting & Prayer of the Day 
B The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
B Let us pray. 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 
compassion, strength and gentleness. By your Spirit nurture us who 
live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Hearing the Word 
___________________________________________________________________ 
          
First Reading                    Isaiah 44:6-8 
A A reading from the prophet Isaiah: 
  6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
I am the first and I am the last; 
besides me there is no god. 

7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
    let them declare and set it forth before me. 
   Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
    Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
  8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
    have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
    You are my witnesses! 
   Is there any god besides me? 
    There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
A Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation          Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!             ELW #172 

 
 
 



Gospel                    Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his 
field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants 
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to 
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, 
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the 
weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed 
is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 
39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 
the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of 
Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the 
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                         Pastor Jason Chesnut 
 
 



Hymn of the Day        My Hope is Built on Nothing Less                ELW #596 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
A Let us confess our baptismal faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 



he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the  

church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ  

into your field. Help your church throughout the world to be both 
diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our witness 
may be faithful to your call to love both God and neighbor. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains,  

awaiting the gift of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all 
your creation experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C hear	our	prayer.	
	
A God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth.  

Mend the fabric of the human family, now torn apart by our fearful 
and warring ways, particularly in Ethiopia and the Holy Land. Guide 
us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the  

brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your children who are lonely and 
abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any 
way especially those we name aloud or in silence and those that we lift 



up on social media using the hashtag #demdprays. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment,  

renewal, and new opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who 
travel. We pray for those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless  

kingdom. We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and 
places and saints close to us. Gather us with them on the day of 
salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer  

these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Sending  
___________________________________________________________________ 
            
Thanksgiving for the Word 
B Let us give thanks for the Word: 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we 
need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the 
world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Godspeed 
 
Blessing 
B The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, 
In the name of the Father, Son + and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn      For the Fruit of All Creation   ELW #679 

 



 
Dismissal 
A Go in peace, serve God and neighbor. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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