SERVICE OF THE WORD

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, July 12, 2020

Bishop [P/ Preacher (Al Assisting Minister 4 All

Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism:

We gather as we live: in the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In
the name of - Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn Come, Ye, Thankful People, Come ELW #693
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All  the world is God’sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi- nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.

wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy oOr  sSOr - TOW Zrown.
from  his field shall in  that day all of -fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup - plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.

but the fruit- ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 18101871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

Greeting & Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.
By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it,
and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.



Hearing the Word

First Reading
A reading from the prophet Isaiah:

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

Isaiah 55:10-13

and do not return there until they have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
Hso shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

12For you shall go out in joy,

and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you

shall burst into song,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;

and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,

for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!

ELW #172

Gospel Acclamation
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Iu - jah. Hal-le - lu - jah. Hal - le - lu - jah.

Music: Caribbean traditional



Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
[Pl The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

IThat same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.
2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.
*And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and
ate them up. 50Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth
of soil. ®But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had
no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °Let
anyone with ears listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. ’When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on
the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; *'yet such a
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately
falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke
the word, and it yields nothing. 2But as for what was sown on good
soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

[Pl The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl Jr., Bishop



Hymn of the Day On What Has Now Been Sown ELW #550
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1 On what has now been sown your bless-ing Lord, be - stow; the
2 To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow'rs; ac -
3 Oh, grant that each of us, now met be - fore you here, may
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pow’r is yours a - lone to make it sprout and grow. O Lord, in
cept what is your own and par-don what is ours. Our prais - es,
meet to - geth-er thus when you and yours ap - pear, and fol - low
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grace the har - vest raise, and yours a - lone shall be the praise!
Lord, and prayers re - ceive and to your word a bless-ing give.
you to heav’n, our home. E’en so, A - men! Lord Je - sus, come!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789

Apostles” Creed

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith using the
Apostles” Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for
our shared world.

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We
pray for missionaries and newly planted congregations locally and
around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and
fields clap their hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals
who make their home in the trees, and for lands stripped bare by
deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for
justice and equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that
divide us and guide authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, care for all who are in need, especially for those near to us
that we lift aloud, in the silence of our hearts or share with this
community online using the hashtag, #demdprays. For those who are
doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release.
For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give

hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the
seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what
has been depleted. Sustain our ministries of compassion and care for
others and deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure
and certain hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Sending

Thanksgiving for the Word

Let us give thanks for the Word.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos,
and brought life into being.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway
home from exile, wisdom for life with you.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by
death, the way of your self-giving love.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a
world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call
on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Blessing

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you
can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people
you can, as long as ever you can, and may the blessing of God: Father,
Son + and Holy Spirit abide in you and through you, now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Hymn

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

ELW #733
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957

Textand music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Al rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form ibited without

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!

or valid license from copyright administrator.
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