SERVICE OF THE WORD

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 5, 2020
B Bishop P Preacher A Assisting Minister C All
Gathering
___________________________________________________________________
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism:
B In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
B Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
.

B Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
B Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
B In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Gathering Hymn

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory
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Greeting & Prayer of the Day
B The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
B Let us pray.
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that

we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
Hearing the Word
___________________________________________________________________
First Reading
Zechariah 9:9-12
A A reading from Zechariah:
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
A Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!

Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and
calling to one another,
17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has
a demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they
say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day

The Rev. Tamika Jancewicz, Associate Pastor
First Lutheran Church, Ellicott City
Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling
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Apostles’ Creed
A Living together in trust and hope, we confess our baptismal faith in the
Apostles’ Creed:

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
A Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for
our shared world.
A We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as
we struggle to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful
and prophetic voices. Free us from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God
C Your mercy is great.
A We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land
from abuse and pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation
and direct us toward sustainable living. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We pray for the nations, especially the United States of America
celebrating its independence this weekend. Guide leaders in

C

developing just policies and guide difficult conversations. Free us from
patriotism that hinders relationship-building. Lead us to expansive
love for our neighbor. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or
oppressed, especially those we lift up now silently, aloud or online
using the hashtag #demdprays. Silence is kept for a moment. Take their
yoke upon you and ease their burdens. Give your consolation and free
us from all that keeps us bound. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We pray for congregations in discernment and planning reopening. Bless
pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders. Energize children’s
ministry volunteers, church administrators, and those who maintain
our buildings. Be with those who continue and extend our ministries
online. Shine through your church, make us credible witnesses to the
ways your love transforms our lives. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into
your eternal rest and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with
them in new life. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Sending
___________________________________________________________________
Thanksgiving for the Word
B Let us give thanks for the Word.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke dawn into our night, called forth beauty from chaos,
and brought life into being. By your Word you called your people
Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on
the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us
to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by
death, the way of your self-giving love. Send your Spirit of truth, O
God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope,
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory forever.
C Amen.
Blessing
B The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. The God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. The God of all grace:
Father, Son + and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn

Lift Every Voice and Sing

Dismissal
L Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God!
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