
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
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B Bishop   A Assisting Minister  C All 

 

 
GATHERING              
Easter Acclamation 
B Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
C Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
B Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 



Opening Hymn      Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (v. 2, 3, & 5) ELW #363 

 
Greeting & Prayer of the Day 
B The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
B O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our  

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from 
the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live 
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



HEARING THE WORD           
Psalm               Psalm 16 
A Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
C All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
A But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
C I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips. 
A O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
C My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
A I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
C I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
A My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
C For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit.  
A You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are  
        pleasures forevermore. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (refrain)  ELW #382 

 



Gospel                   John 20:19-31 
A The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
A When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors  

of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have 
seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.’ 

 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, 
‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe.’ 
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
A The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



Sermon           Bishop Bill Gohl 
 
Hymn of the Day   We Walk by Faith (v. 1, 2, 3, & 5)  ELW #635 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
A Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the  

people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

 
A Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in  

different ways. Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come 
to respect and cherish our commonalities. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and  

convenience over listening to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to 
care for the world you have made so that living things might thrive. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or  

place of safety. We pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace 
for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for  

those isolated physically or emotionally through quarantine, 
incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic suffering, grief, and all 
in need, especially those we lift up using the hashtag #demdprays. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
 
 



A Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the  
world, and bless the efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals, 
activists for women and children, and relief workers, especially those 
who find themselves in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have  
died in faith. Free us from the fear of death, that we embrace the peace 
you have promised. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom  

we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
B Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you  

illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the 
light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring 
all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 



C Amen. 
 
SENDING              
Blessing 
B Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
C Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

B Beloved: Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the  
ways you can. In all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all 
the people you can. As long as ever you can. And the blessing of 
Almighty God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and abide 
through you, now and forever. And may the blessing of Almighty 
God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit be with you and abide in you, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Hymn    Peace, to Soothe Our Bitter Woes   ELW #381 

 
 
Dismissal 
A Alleluia! Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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