SERVICE OF THE WORD

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
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GATHERING

Easter Acclamation
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



Opening Hymn

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (v. 2, 3, & 5)
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1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the strain of tri - um - phant glad - ness!
2 "Tis the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea-sons, bright with the day of splen - dor,
4 Nei - ther could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark por - tal,
5 Al - le - lu - ial now we cry to our Lord im - mor - tal,
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God has brought forth Is - ra - el in - to joy from sad - ness,
and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun  has r1is - en.
with the 1oy - al feast of feasts comes its joy to ren - der;
nor the watch - ers, nor the seal, hold you as a mor - tal:
who tri - um - phant burst the bars of the tomb’s dark por - tal;
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loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh-ters;
All the win -ter of our sins, long and dark, is fly - ing
comes to glad Jer - u - sa - lem, who with true af - fec - tion
but to - day, a-mong your own, you ap - pear, be - stow - ing
Al - le - lu - ia! with the Son God the Fa - ther prais - ing;
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led them with un-moist-ened foot through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from the Light to whom we give laud and praise un - dy - ing.
wel - comes in un - wea - ried strain Je - sus’ res - ur - rec - tion!
your deep peace, which ev - er-more pass - es  hu- man know -ing.
Al - le - lu - ial yet a - gain to the Spir - it rais - ing.

Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 18181866, alt.
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 1490-1547

Greeting & Prayer of the Day

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

ELW #363

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from
the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



HEARING THE WORD
Psalm Psalm 16
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
O Lord, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
I have set the Lord always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.

Gospel Acclamation Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (refrain) ELW #382
Refrain
e e S E—— e e——
e ==
Christis ris-en! Al - le - lu - ia! Ris - en our vic - to-rious head!
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Sing his prais-es! Al -le - lu-ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: MORGENLIED, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927



Gospel John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas,
‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, ‘My
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe.’

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

Hymn of the Day

Bishop Bill Gohl

We Walk by Faith (v. 1, 2, 3, & 5) ELW #635
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I We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
4 For you, (@] res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith is done, n
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gra - cious words draw near, O Christ, who spoke as
fol - low where you trod; but in  your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa - fter
realms of  clear er light may we be - hold you
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none e’er spoke:  “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Apostles” Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in
different ways. Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come
to respect and cherish our commonalities. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and
convenience over listening to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to
care for the world you have made so that living things might thrive.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or
place of safety. We pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace
for all. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for
those isolated physically or emotionally through quarantine,
incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic suffering, grief, and all
in need, especially those we lift up using the hashtag #demdprays.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the
world, and bless the efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals,
activists for women and children, and relief workers, especially those
who find themselves in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have
died in faith. Free us from the fear of death, that we embrace the peace
you have promised. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom
we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word

Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the
light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring
all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.



Amen.

SENDING

Blessing
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

Beloved: Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the
ways you can. In all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all
the people you can. As long as ever you can. And the blessing of
Almighty God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and abide
through you, now and forever. And may the blessing of Almighty
God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit be with you and abide in you,
now and forever.

Amen.
Hymn Peace, to Soothe Our Bitter Woes ELW #381
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1 Peace,to soothe our bit - ter woes, God in Christ on us be-stows;
2 Peace with-in the church still dwells in our wel-comes and fare-wells;
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Je - sus bought our peace with God  with his ho - ly, pre-cious blood;
and through God’s bap - tis - mal pow’r peace sur-roundsour dy - ing hour
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peace in him for sin - ners found is the gos-pel’s joy-ful sound.
Peace be with you, full and free, now and through e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. George T. Rygh, 1860-1943, alt.
Music: FRED TIL BOD, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887

Dismissal

Alleluia! Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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