———— EVENING PRAYER

VESPERS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2020
B Bishop [P} Preacher All

WORDS OF WELCOME

DIALOG

Behold, now is the acceptable time;
now is the day of salvation.

Turn us again, O God of our salvation,
that the brightness of your face may shine on us.

May your justice shine like the sun;
and may the poor be lifted up.

(the service continues on the following page)



HYMN OF LIGHT

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory
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God of shad - ows, come and light our hearts a new.
chains a - sun - der, set us free and make us whole.
of sal - va - tion, lead us on to end - less day.
Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Pub]icalio_ns‘ Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

Allrights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning you called light into being,

and you set light in the sky
to govern night and day.
In a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night

you led your people into freedom.
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Enlighten our night by the brightness of Christ:

may your Word be a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path;
for you are merciful,
and you love your whole creation,
and with all your creatures we give you glory,
through your Son Jesus Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.

PSALMODY Psalm 27, selected
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

One thing I asked of the Lord,
that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord,
and to inquire in his temple.

For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will set me high on a rock.

Now my head is lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,
be gracious to me and answer me!



“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!”
Your face, Lord, do I seek.

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

Let us pray. Lord God, our salvation and home, grant that your servants
who seek your face in times of trouble may see your goodness, and
that we may be set safely on the rock of our faith, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

READING John 3:1-17
P A Reading from the Gospel of St. John:

P Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.
He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that
you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter
the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not
be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these



things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet
you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you
about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed,
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

P Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

HOMILY
RESPONSORY
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the

prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.

(the service continues on the following page)



HYMN

Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

LITANY & PRAYERS
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us;
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection
in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering,
and for those who are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Elizabeth and William our bishops, for all pastors and deacons, and
all servants of the church, for all those who gather from across our
synod and church, and for all people who await from the Lord great
and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the concerns that are lifted up now, across this church, and share
aloud, in silence or on social media using the hashtag #demdprays,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Giving thanks for Mary, the mother of Jesus and all who have gone
before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the saints,
we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you,
through Christ our Lord.

To you, O Lord.



O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give
us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but
only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this
night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the
sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the
suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s
sake.

Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear
Son, that you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to
forgive us all our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously to
protect us tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us,
so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,



and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

HYMN The Annunciation & Magnificat from Holden Evening Prayer
Leader: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary. The angel said
to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the
Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.”
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen. b. 1950: © 1990. GIA Publications. Inc.
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