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DIALOG             
P Behold, now is the acceptable time; 
C now is the day of salvation. 
 
P Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 
C that the brightness of your face may shine on us. 
 
P May your justice shine like the sun; 
C and may the poor be lifted up. 
 
HYMN OF LIGHT 

 



 
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you called light into being, 
and you set light in the sky 
to govern night and day. 
In a pillar of cloud by day 
and a pillar of fire by night 
you led your people into freedom. 
Enlighten our night by the brightness of Christ: 
may your Word be a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path; 
for you are merciful, 
and you love your whole creation, 
and with all your creatures we give you glory, 
through your Son Jesus Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
PSALMODY 
Psalm 121 
 
P I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

from where is my help to come? 
C My help comes from the Lord, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P The Lord will not let your foot be moved 

nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 



C Behold, the keeper of Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep; 

 
P The Lord watches over you; 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
C the sun will not strike you by day, 

nor the moon by night. 
 
P The Lord will preserve you from all evil 

and will keep your life. 
C The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

from this time forth forevermore. 
 
P Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
C as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 
 
P Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, you help us in times of  

distress and watch over us day and night. Hold us securely in your 
mercy, that in the midst of fear and anxiety we may depend on you, 
our sure deliverer; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen. 
 
READING 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

B A Reading from Genesis: 
 
B When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to  

Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 
be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, 
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer 
shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 



have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make 
you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 
shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and 
you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring 
after you. 
 
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

B Word of God, Word of Life. 
C Thanks be to God. 

HOMILY 
 
RESPONSORY 
P Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the  

prophets, 
C but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son. 
 
HYMN 

 



LITANY & PRAYERS 
A In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; 

for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection 
in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, 

and for those who are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For Elizabeth and William our bishops, for all pastors and deacons, and  

all servants of the church, for all those who gather from across our 
synod and church, and for all people who await from the Lord great 
and abundant mercy, 



let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the concerns that are lifted up now, across this church, and share  

aloud, in silence or on social media using the hashtag #demdprays, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

A Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in  
the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, 
and our whole life to you, through Christ our Lord. 

C To you, O Lord. 
 
A O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see  

the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give 
us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but 
only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
A Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this  

night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the 
sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 
suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s 
sake. 

C Amen. 
 
A We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear  

Son, that you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to 
forgive us all our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously to 
protect us tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our 
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, 
so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. 

C Amen. 



 
LORD’S PRAYER 
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

keep our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 



HYMN 
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