SERVICE OF THE WORD
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2020
B Bishop

A Assisting Minister

C All

GATHERING

Greeting
B Blessed be the holy Trinity, the Father,
the ☩ Son,
and the Holy Spirit,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.
B God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people.
Turn us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we might confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow in the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
Confession & Forgiveness
B Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
B Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

B God is rich in mercy and loves us even when we are dead in sin, and

makes us alive together in Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ might
live in our hearts through faith.
C Amen.
Opening Hymn

Prayer of the Day
B The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
B Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our

thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to
drink from the well that flows from the beauty of your truth through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

HEARING THE WORD

Lesson
A A reading from the fifth chapter of Romans.

Romans 5:1-11

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And
not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for
us. Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood,
will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more
A

than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel
B The Holy Gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

John 4:5-42

B [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground

that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me
a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman
of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have
given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket,
and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his
flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them
will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring
of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me
this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to
draw water.”
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one
you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” The
woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors

worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must
worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one
who is speaking to you.”
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you
speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the
city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I
have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and
were on their way to him.
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But
he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the
disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to
eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and
to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the
harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for
harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the
saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into
their labor.”
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed
there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to
the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we

have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the
world.”
B The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Bishop Bill Gohl

Prayers of the People
A Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.
A God of living water, send your church beyond boundaries to proclaim

your grace. May its witness be a source of refreshment for thirsty souls.
Strengthen our voices, that all people can know and believe that Jesus
is truly the savior of the world. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of living water, protect from pollution or misuse all rivers, lakes,

oceans, and streams. Bless the work of those who dig wells and those
who advocate for access to clean water, that all people and animals
have enough to drink. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of living water, open the hearts of leaders and authorities, that they

hear the cries of the suffering and act with compassion toward them.
Bring peace to disputed lands and bring reconciliation to people
divided by race, culture, or nationality. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of living water, mend the hearts of those who grieve broken

relationships, whether by conflict, abuse, divorce, or death. Draw near
to all who are ill. Assure those questioning your presence in the midst
of doubt or suffering. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of living water, renew us in the promises of baptism. Join us together

in worship, fellowship, and sharing your good news. Embolden us to
serve others and to work for justice and peace. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

A God of living water, we thank you for those who endured suffering and

who now boast in the glory of God. Pour your Holy Spirit into our
hearts and give us peace as we live in the hope of our salvation. Hear
us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We invite you to add your prayers to these prayers that have been named

and those that remain in our hearts by using the hashtag #demdprays
on any form of social media – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and
beyond. Let these prayers come together so that we feel the
community of prayer surrounding us in these difficult times.

A According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as

we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word
B The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
B Praise and thanks are yours, holy God,

for by your Word you made all things.
You spoke dawn into our dusk.
You created the earth and called it good - very good!
You formed us in your own holy and divine image,
breathing into us a sacred identity.
And let your people say, Amen.
C Amen!
B You sent your Holy Spirit to us,

inspiring us to be your people,
calling us to love your world,
reminding us that what we do has meaning,
and who we are has purpose.
And let your people say, Amen.
C Amen!
B Your Spirit enlivens our church;

your Spirit fired up your first disciples;
your Spirit sprung Peter from prison;
your Spirit gave passion to the martyrs.
And let your people say, Amen.
C Amen!
B Because of this incredible free gift in our lives,

we are bold to speak your truth;
we are empowered to show your love;
we are given freedom to love as your beloved,
to walk as your anointed,

to live as your created.
And let your people say, Amen.
C Amen!

SENDING

Blessing
B Beloved, go into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Render unto no
one an evil thing for an evil thing. Strengthen the fainthearted. Support
the weak. Comfort the afflicted. Cry out for justice. Love and serve the
Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. And may the blessing of
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit be among you and
abide in you, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sending Hymn

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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