Resolution #4

A Resolution Regarding Consecrations, Commissionings, and Ordinations

WHEREAS
consecrations, commissionings, and ordinations are joyful and powerful public events in the life of the Church, in which the Church entrusts the offices of public ministry "to those who have accepted the church's call and sends them into this ministry"
 with the thanksgiving and blessing of their fellow believers; and

WHEREAS
those being consecrated, commissioned, and ordained into public ministry become rostered leaders of the Church of Christ, who are called to serve in particular offices in specific communities--"ministers chosen from among us. All that they do is done in our name"
; and

WHEREAS
candidates for public office have been shaped and nurtured in faith and in ministry by many people—family members, mentors, rostered leaders, fellow believers—and by many faith communities throughout the Christian Church; and

WHEREAS
these candidates ought to be surrounded in these rites by as many fellow believers as possible, especially family and friends, members of congregations which raised them up and sponsored them in candidacy, other believers who have nurtured them, members of the congregation or community which has called them, and their colleagues in public ministry; and

WHEREAS
the Holy Scriptures, the synod constitution, and the Book of Concord do not mandate a context but allow for consecrations, commissionings, and ordinations to take place in several holy and orderly contexts, including: sponsoring congregations, calling congregations, and at synod-wide worship services; and

WHEREAS
the long-standing practice of  the Delaware-Maryland Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has been to allow for multiple options for the observing of these rites, all of which have resulted in good, holy, orderly, and powerful events by virtue of the call of God through the Church and the activity of the Holy Spirit; and

WHEREAS
the synod constitution in +S6.03. and +S6.03.a.2  states that "this synod, in 


partnership with the churchwide organization, shall bear primary responsibility 


for the oversight of the life and mission of this church in the territory of this 


synod" including "authorizing ordinations and ordaining on behalf of this church," 


and so it is appropriate for the Synod Assembly to discuss the "patterns and 


practices of the synod"
 related to consecrations, commissionings, and 



ordinations;


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this synod affirms that congregational and synod-wide worship services of Word and Sacrament are equally valid settings for the rites of consecration, commissioning, and ordination; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this synod strongly urges the bishop to adopt the following resolveds as the standard practice of the synod in accordance with the bishop's authority to "exercise solely this church's power to ordain" (+S8.12.c.);

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this synod recommends that the bishop continue to engage in pastoral conversation with each new candidate, discussing with them this Church’s understanding of public ministry and the rites of consecration, commissioning, and ordination; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this synod recommends to the bishop that the determination of the most appropriate context for each rite be reached through pastoral conversation between the bishop and candidate, with genuine pastoral flexibility as to each unique circumstance; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this synod recommends to the bishop that, when such rites take place in congregational worship contexts, the candidate will shape the worship service in close consultation with the bishop and synod staff, with final approval being given by the bishop; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this synod recommends to the bishop that worship time be available every year at Synod Assembly for such consecrations, commissionings, and ordinations as may take place there, and that the bishop and staff arrange for other synod-wide worship services throughout the course of the year for this purpose.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this synod asks that any proposed changes to consecration, commissioning, and ordination practices, policies, and procedures be communicated in written form with congregations, rostered leaders and seminarians, and be brought before the Synod Assembly by the bishop for discussion, as a matter of great interest and importance to the mutual life of the synod. 
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