Resolution #3

To promote and/or add an African Descent Strategy to Delaware / Maryland Synod 

WHEREAS
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America adopted and approved the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's Plan of Action for Ministry in African Descent Communities, on August 11, 2005, by the 2005 Churchwide Assembly; and 

WHEREAS
the various mission goals in this strategy challenge people of African descent within Lutheranism to live out, in a variety of ways and through various callings, the will of God, which promotes justice, healing and human dignity for all; and
WHEREAS
the Purpose of the Strategy offers a vision and plan of action that guides efforts to provide leadership and support to Delaware Maryland Synod and congregations as they reach out in witness to the Gospel with and among peoples of African descent (African Americans, African Nationals, and African Caribbeans) and provides a framework for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the programmatic activities in developing new congregations, and in supporting established congregations and engaging visionary leaders in the church; and
WHEREAS
an African Descent Strategy is important for the sustenance, growth, and understanding of African Descent Lutheran congregations in urban /suburban communities of the Delaware Maryland Synod; and 

WHEREAS
an African Descent Strategy provides a platform for voices, experiences, and perspectives of the underrepresented in the membership of the Delaware-Maryland Synod; and

WHEREAS
the implementation of  an African Descent Strategy in our ongoing ministry outreach will allow African Descent  members of our faith to have a place at the table as decision-making members in all matters related to African Descent ministries of the Delaware/Maryland Synod; and 

WHEREAS
an African Descent Strategy will enable the Delaware Maryland Synod to deepen its commitment and understanding of the African Descent people and congregations in considering ways to develop gifts for leadership and ministry opportunities; affirming and strengthening their faith; and

WHEREAS
an African Descent Strategy  will call for and allow an increased number of African Descent members  to serve faithfully and capably in numerous leadership roles in the Delaware Maryland Synod, congregations, campus ministry sites, outdoor ministry sites, social ministry organizations, Lutheran organizations, and boards and mission tables, committees, and other ministries of the Delaware Maryland Synod; and

WHEREAS
an African Descent Strategy will allow for special emphasis in developing resources for the growing number African Descent members of  the Delaware Maryland Synod, often excluded from full participation in the life of the church because of language barriers and cultural differences.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that  the Delaware Maryland Synod will adopt the mission  actions, goals and objectives as  identified in the African Descent Strategy; and. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that that the financial components related to this strategy    

          be referred to Synod Council for consideration.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Delaware-Maryland Synod will support all efforts that foster and promote the mission actions, goals and objectives as identified in the African Descent Strategy. 
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