RESOLUTION #3

Encourage Congregations in their Mission Support Sharing to the Synod
WHEREAS, Holy Scripture encourages proportional giving, as expressed, for example, by the prophet Malachi: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of Hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing” (Malachi 3:10, NRSV); and 

WHEREAS, our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America was founded on the principle of interdependence where all expressions of the Church (local, synod, churchwide) are fully the Church and together form the body of Christ, an understanding that finds living expression in the way in which mission support (benevolence) flows from congregations to synod to churchwide expression for the sake of mission in the world; and 

WHEREAS, the mission support that congregations forward to the synod make possible all that we do together as Christ’s Church in the Delaware-Maryland Synod, such as: eight new congregations and worshipping communities under development; a vibrant and growing youth and family ministry; outdoor ministry; support for campus ministries at seven colleges and universities; providing “a voice for the voiceless” through public policy offices; deepening partnerships with Lutheran churches in Tanzania, Finland, and Estonia (Source: “Faith Facts,” March 2010); and  

WHEREAS, less than 50% of our congregations submitted a pledge or goal for benevolence in fiscal year 2009;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Delaware-Maryland Synod in Assembly affirm and celebrate the partnership between congregations and the synod that is evidenced through annual mission support (benevolence) and express its conviction that the level of mission support is best determined as a percentage of unrestricted, regular giving in the local congregation and should fall within a range of 10% to 30% of such offerings, with a tithe (10%) being the expected minimum contribution in most cases; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this Assembly encourages our congregations to prayerfully consider proportional giving as they determine their mission support, as follows:

· For congregations now giving 0 – 3%: increasing to 5% in 2011 and adding one percentage point per year thereafter until the tithe is reached;

· For congregations now giving 4 – 6%: increasing to 7.5% in 2011 and adding one percentage point per year thereafter;

· For congregations now giving 7 – 9%: increasing to 10% and adding one percentage point per year thereafter;

· For congregations now giving 10% or more: adding one percentage point per year.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this action will be communicated to the congregations through a pastoral letter from the Synod Bishop by September 1, 2010 and further explained during the mission support consultations with congregations in the fall.  
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Resolution #4

Return the Delaware-Maryland Synod to Mission Support Sharing of 55%
WHEREAS, the Apostle Paul exhorts us that “each Sunday each of you must put aside part of what you have earned” (1 Cor. 16:2) and further writes: “Remember this saying, ‘A few seeds make a small harvest, but a lot of seeds make a big harvest.’ Each of you must make up your own mind about how much to give. But don't feel sorry that you must give and don't feel that you are forced to give. God loves people who love to give. God can bless you with everything you need, and you will always have more than enough to do all kinds of good things for others” (2 Cor. 9:6–8, CEV); and

WHEREAS, our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America was founded on the principle of interdependence where all expressions of the Church (local, synod, churchwide) are fully the Church and together form the body of Christ, a reality that is expressed, in part, by the way in which the gifts of God’s people are shared for the sake of mission in the world; and

WHEREAS, the mission support that synods forward to the ELCA make possible all that we do together as Christ’s Church throughout the United States and the world, such as: 49 new mission starts, 159 congregations supported financially while undergoing renewal, 240 missionaries in 46 countries, 147 outdoor ministries, support for ministries and projects in over 90 countries.  (Source: “Stories of Faith in Action,” ELCA, 2010); and

WHEREAS, a significant portion of the shared mission support returns to the synod in the form of grants (i.e. for new mission starts, hunger ministries, campus ministry, public policy offices, etc.) and services (for instance, the positions of Director for Evangelical Mission, building consultant, and regional gift planner), and it is estimated that the synod receives almost $500,000 in grants and services; and
WHEREAS, from the inception of the ELCA in 1988, mission support sharing from synods to the churchwide expression was set at 55% of congregational mission support (benevolence) sent to synods, an expectation that the Delaware-Maryland Synod has met during most of its existence; and

WHEREAS, the Delaware-Maryland Synod wishes to affirm the interdependence of the Church and its connection with the churchwide expression;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Delaware-Maryland Synod in

Assembly affirm and celebrate its partnership with the churchwide expression and, for the sake of God’s mission in the world, expresses its desire to return from the current 53%mission support sharing to the historic and expected level of 55% of income from congregational mission support (benevolence); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Assembly direct the Synod Council and the Budget Development Committee to prepare and present proposed Faith Spending Plans that would return the Synod to 55% mission support sharing over time, specifically: 53.5% in fiscal 2012, 54% in 2013, 54.5% in 2014 and reaching 55% in 2015.
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