Resolution #1

 

RESOLUTION ON ENERGY STEWARDSHIP

 

Whereas, we are called to cherish and tend God’s creation as a part of our loving and serving God and neighbor; and

 

Whereas, we in the industrialized world are consuming energy and Earth’s resources in a way that is both unsustainable in the future and unfair to those in the developing world; and we hear scientific reports of environmental degradation, global climate change, record rates of species extinction, and a depletion of non-renewable resources that should give us pause; and

 

Whereas, human activity, especially the over-consumption of energy and natural resources, appears to be a critical driver in these changes of climate and environmental distress, causing harm to God’s creation and exacerbating the already difficult situations for millions living with poverty and hunger, particularly as weather extremes such as flood and drought increase; and

 

Whereas the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, recognizing the gravity of these threats, has long been committed to addressing environmental issues as a part of our call to justice, sustainability, and solidarity with affected communities and along with our partners in the Lutheran World Federation and Lutheran World Relief, committed to working to alleviate hunger, poverty, and unsustainable living conditions globally; therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED that the congregations, administrative offices, and outdoor ministry facilities of this synod be encouraged to offer a public witness of their care of creation by making a commitment to reduce their “ecological footprint” through promoting and adopting energy stewardship measures by sharing information on the steps taken with the synod’s green teams as they develop (or other appropriate entity) as a way to encourage congregations and members to: (1) doing an assessment of energy use in their facilities; (2) taking steps to reduce energy use; (3) encouraging their members to save energy in their homes.

 

 

Submitted by:  Delaware Maryland Synod Stewardship Roundtable, Rev. James Cobb, Chair, Sue Fitzsimmons, Joan Orso, Marian Gayle, Welton McCready, Siegfried Otto, Rev. Kati Kluckman-Ault and the  Mar-Lu Ridge Outdoor Ministry

 

