Resolution Regarding Casino Gambling, #10
Whereas our Lord’s example models the importance of social and economic well being for all persons, especially commending disciples to come to the defense of the most vulnerable among us;

Whereas the business enterprise of casino gambling has proven to put vulnerable persons and family structures at risk (*See the statement “The Social Costs of Proposed Mason-Dixon Gettysburg Casino to Adams County,” available on the website nocasinogettysburg.org);

Whereas casino gambling affects not only individuals, but is also detrimental to the surrounding community (including increased costs related to gambling addiction, crime, and loss of income to local and family businesses);

Whereas the beneficiaries of casino income are often investors outside the affected community who drain income away from a locale, or position a gambling venue very close to a State line in order to “siphon” money from one State into another (the proposed casino is approximately 2.5 miles from the Maryland State Line);

Whereas at least three conferences in the Delaware/Maryland Synod (Westminster, Frederick, and Washington County and Allegany) will be directly affected by the development of a casino in Gettysburg;

Whereas the ELCA recommends no investment in firms involved in the production or marketing of income from gambling opportunities.  (*The ELCA has statements posted on its website.  Use search engine on “gambling” or find the tab “Economic Social Criteria Investment Screens” under the Justice and Advocacy section);

Whereas the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg has issued the statement, “Seminary Reaffirms Position Against Casino in Gettysburg” (April 2010) and local pastors in Adams County issued their own independent statement opposing the proposed casino in Adams County, PA (copies are available here at the Assembly);

Therefore be it resolved that the Delaware-Maryland Synod of the ELCA will voice its opposition to the licensing and development of the proposed casino in Gettysburg on the property of the Eisenhower Inn and All Star Complex.

Respectfully submitted by Pastor Ann Dentry, Interim Pastor, Calvary Lutheran Church, Mt. Airy.
