Resolution 2018-1: A Resolution in support of Maryland public education and the Strong Schools Initiative
WHEREAS 
congregations of the Delaware-Maryland Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) have public schools within their communities; and

WHEREAS 
many of these congregations have established and maintain relationships with their public school communities; and

WHEREAS 
the State of Maryland is conducting a public review of public school funding, practice and accountability (known as the Kirwan Commission); and

WHEREAS 
the Maryland public education funding formula known as Bridge to Excellence is now sixteen years old, and currently 20 of 24 subdivisions are underfunded
; and
WHEREAS 
the 2007 ELCA social statement on education, Our Calling In Education, calls attention to the historic Lutheran commitment to universal, public, and equitable education to serve the common good in both church and society: “In a move unusual for his day, (Luther) taught that schools for all— both those who were wealthy and those who were poor, both boys and girls—were necessary so that the Church would have learned and faithful pastors and the civil community would have wise and good rulers” (pg. 4), and
WHEREAS 
that social statement calls for equitable access through equitable funding of education: “To call upon members of this church to advocate for equitable access to an excellent education for all children and youth and to support early childhood education, their public schools, colleges, and universities, advocating for policies that provide adequate resources and their fair distribution for these educational institutions” (pg. 63), and
WHEREAS 
there is a state-wide citizen initiative, known as Strong Schools Maryland, to advocate for adequate and equitable state education funding that will benefit  every Maryland subdivision, and

WHEREAS 
community organizations, churches, judicatories, schools and interest groups (including two Baltimore City ELCA congregations, the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland, and ten Episcopal congregations) are endorsing and organizing with the Strong Schools Maryland Initiative, and
WHEREAS
participating congregations and groups are organizing local Teams of Ten that meet regularly to receive information and materials from the Strong Schools Initiative and to engage their public officials in the public discussion of education funding in Maryland;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA, supports 
Strong Schools Maryland as a participating organization, and encourages its Maryland congregations, their members and associates, to develop Strong Schools Teams of Ten and advocate with legislators and decision-makers during 2018 and 2019 for appropriate and adequate public education funding, 
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