Resolution on Synod Assemblies in Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA 
Whereas the Church on our territory enjoys it annual fellowship and reunion at synod assemblies and it is the church gathered together, AND 

Whereas the Church (Lutheran and other mainline denominations) in 2016 is far different than it was 25 years ago and the world itself is in constant change yet our synod continues to use an assembly gathering model from pre-ELCA merger days (1988 and prior), AND 

Whereas all synod assemblies since 2011 (during the current bishop’s term of office) have been in Ocean City, Maryland, necessitating time to travel and overnight accommodations and costs associated with meals and convention center rentals, AND 

Whereas, congregational budgets for our churches remain flat or are reduced due to lower levels of giving of treasures and not all congregations can afford the assembly-related expenses (registrations for voting members and rostered leaders) and not all voting members and rostered leaders can afford the ever-increasing costs associated with lodging and meals, so some congregations do not send any voting members or rostered leaders due to unaffordability and then the synod assembly is truly not the church gathered together,

BE IT RESOLVED that this synod in assembly June 2-4, 2016 agree to work towards having the 2018 synod assembly in a location which is less expensive in terms of registration, lodging, and assembly venue costs and which is more central to the synod territory and not in Ocean City (provided no deposit money has been paid and would be forfeited if we do not use the venue) AND 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the synod assembly planning group in tandem with the Bishop’s office (1) investigate how other synods like ours – similar in size and geographical proximities- provide for assembly to take place in varied formats other than the traditional two night/three day assembly, and (2) then implement an alternative format for future assemblies and do this within the provisions and requirements of the  synod constitution.  
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