Resolution #1
Hunger

WHEREAS, 868 million people in our world are hungry; 1.2 billion live in extreme poverty on less than $1.25 a day; and 49 million people in the United States – one out of every six people - including 16 million children experience hunger or the risk of hunger (statistics from the ELCA World Hunger Appeal website); and
WHEREAS, each day in the our world, 18,000 children die from hunger or preventable diseases, 1 every 4 seconds (USA Today (Feb. 17, 2007);
WHEREAS, one in five children in Maryland and one in four in Delaware live in food insecure households; 

WHEREAS, hunger experts estimate that for an annual cost of $13 billion dollars per year the nutritional needs of the world’s poorest people could be met (statistics from Bread for the World);
WHEREAS, ELCA World Hunger responds to hunger and poverty in the United States and around the world by addressing root causes through a comprehensive program of relief, education, advocacy, sustainable development, community organizing and networking by which people are connected to the resources they need to lift themselves out of poverty;
WHEREAS, ELCA World Hunger responds to Christ’s call to find him in the “least of these” (Matthew 25) and “until all are fed”  serving with compassion people who are most vulnerable, paying focused attention to the full participation of women and the needs of children;
WHEREAS, $7o00 was granted in 2015 through ELCA World Hunger Domestic Hunger Fund to hunger ministries in our synod including St. Andrew Lutheran Church Food Pantry (Parkville, Md.); St. Paul’s Curtis Bay Food Pantry; Churches for Streets of Hope (Essex, Md.); and the Frederick Union Rescue Mission;
WHEREAS, the 1999 ELCA Churchwide Assembly set a goal of $25 million in annual income for ELCA World Hunger – or about $5 per baptized member of the ELCA - and 15 years later the Hunger Appeal received only 19.3 million in 2014;
WHEREAS, in 2014 the Delaware Maryland Synod gave an average of $4.15 per baptized member which places us 4th in our region (Region 8) and 38th among the 65 synods of the ELCA;
WHEREAS, in 2016 the focus of the Campaign for the ELCA will be ELCA World Hunger; now therefore, be it
BE IT RESOLVED, that the congregations of the Delaware Maryland Synod be encouraged to make support for ELCA World Hunger a year round emphasis, distribute ELCA World Hunger envelopes for year round giving, and participate in synod programs that lift up the ministry of ELCA World Hunger; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that between now and the 2016 Delaware Maryland Synod Assembly the congregations of the Delaware Maryland Synod will each challenge themselves to take at least one additional concrete measurable step to increase their support for and awareness of those in need and ELCA World Hunger; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that by April 1, 2016, through the synod’s Hunger Task Force, each congregation will provide a summary of what they have done that will be celebrated at the 2016 Synod Assembly; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Campaign for the ELCA and its 2016 ELCA World Hunger theme will be a focus of 2016 Delaware Maryland Synod Assembly; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a portion of not less than 50% of the offering from the 2016 Delaware Maryland Synod Assembly will be designated for ELCA World Hunger. 

Respectfully submitted:

The Rev. Mark Huffman (Chair - Delaware Maryland Synod Hunger Task Force)
The Rev. Tormod Svensson

Lauren Leese Carroll

After a long day of teaching, Jesus told his disciples to feed the crowd before they headed home.  Of course, as it turned out, the disciples needed Jesus’ help.  Today, Jesus still speaks to us saying, “You give them something to eat.”  And of course, Jesus still provides what we need in order to feed the people.

This resolution offers a number of specific ways in which we can increase awareness and support for the ELCA World Hunger Campaign.  It fits into the goals already established for the 2016 assembly program.  If all congregations respond to this resolution, our response to the needs of those who are hungry locally and globally will increase and we will strengthen our response to Jesus’ command, “You give them something to eat.”

The Reference and Counsel Committee recommends adoption of this resolution.

