
Resolution #6

A Memorial Addressing Seminarian Debt incurred through Inadequate Health Insurance  

WHEREAS, full-time seminarians are required to have health insurance to attend classes.  This can be obtained either through private insurance, parental insurance, spousal insurance, or school supplied insurance.

WHEREAS, the seminaries require a certain amount of health insurance coverage in the policy to limit a student's liability in the event of a major medical event. 

WHEREAS, the ELCA and its seminaries have been looking into ways to reduce debt incurred by seminarians through offering financial coaching and subsidized tuition.

WHEREAS, the current seminarian insurance plans are inadequate and often do not cover basic and necessary medical expenses.

WHEREAS, many students fear going to the doctor or the emergency room because of the likelihood of incurring more student debt.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2013 Delaware-Maryland Synod Assembly memorializes the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly to direct the Congregational and Synodical Mission Unit to consult with the eight ELCA Seminaries and Portico Benefit Services to offer adequate and affordable health insurance coverage for ELCA seminarians.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Congregational and Synodical Mission Unit encourage Portico Benefit Services to offer health advocates to students, free of charge, to assist students facing major medical expenses.
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Reference and Counsel recommends:  Adoption

Rationale:  

+ 
this asks the ELCA to consult about this issue with Portico, seminaries, and 



students.

