Resolution #2
A Resolution on Creation Care and Environmental Stewardship 
among the Delaware-Maryland Synod of the ELCA and its Congregations
WHEREAS, the ELCA adopted its Social Statement on “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice” at the 1993 Churchwide Assembly; and 

WHEREAS, Lutherans Restoring Creation (hereafter, LRC) is an ELCA initiative whose stated goal is “to incorporate a caring for creation ethic more fully into ELCA worship, educational programs, responsibility for buildings and grounds, lifestyle of members at home and work, and our public ministry, such that ‘earthkeeping’ and justice for the whole Earth community becomes integral to the identity and purpose of our church1”; and
WHEREAS, the United States contains 4.5% of the world’s population2 but consumes approximately 19% of the world’s energy3 and 10% of the world’s water4; and 

WHEREAS, runoff from agricultural activities in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, including crop land and urban and suburban landscaping, are known to have negatively impacted the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem, based on 2011 modeling by the Chesapeake Bay Program5; and 

WHEREAS, climate change and its effects, which include increasingly erratic weather patterns and sea level increases due to global temperature fluctuations6, have detrimentally affected this Synod and others through flooding, drought, and property damage; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Delaware-Maryland Synod of the ELCA (hereafter, the Synod) affirm the validity of scientific research and discovery as a way of understanding God’s creation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Synod support the work of LRC within the Synod and authorize the local entity of LRC to seek funding, grants, and resources under Synod auspices; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Synod and its congregations commit to evaluating the environmental effects of their ongoing and future operations in an effort to decrease the Synod’s environmental impace; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Synod branch of LRC be empowered to assist and provide consultation to the Synod and its congregations in their environmental evaluation process.
Respectfully Submitted,
LRC of the Delaware-Maryland Synod
Rev. Ann Dentry; The Rev. John Greenstone; the Rev. Bruce Allen Heggen; Mr. Tim Medicus; Mr. Kevin Philpy; the Rev. Kathy Rohrbach; the Rev. Ron Schlak; the Rev. Tormod Svensson

Reference and Counsel recommends:  Adoption

Rationale:


+
Resolution seems to be aligned with the 1993 ELCA Social Statement


+
Work of the LRC would be accountable to Synod Council/Assembly for its 


work

1. http://www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org/about-us  

2. Chesapeake Bay Program Phase 4.3 Watershed Model, 05/11.
3. http://www.eia.gov/cfapps/ipdbproject/IEDIndex3.cfm?tid=44&pid=44&aid=2 
4. http://www.census.gov/main/www/popclock.html 

5. http://www.waterfootprint.org/Reports/Report50-NationalWaterFootprints-Vol1.pdf 

6. http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/science/indicators/weather-climate/index.html 

