SERMON NOTES

6™ Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 9B *
Independence Day * luly 4, 2021
Sermon by the Reverend Tom Rutherford
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 * Psalm 48 * 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 * Mark 6:1-6
Anglican Roots of Independence Day
Our Anglican sources of Authority: Scripture, Tradition, and Reason.
% What does the Bible say?
# How has the Church understood this through the ages?
# What makes sense?
Here's why we're doing this:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the

pursuit of Happiness.”

Failing to live up to an ideal doesn’t negate the truth of that ideal.

27 grievances against King George.

Therefore...

“&And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other

our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.”

Next Week's Lessons
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 * Psalm 24 * Ephesians 1:3-14 * Mark 6:14-29

+ 4+

Chewing on Our Daily Bread

Questions for conversation with your family, Home Group, or a friend

What's an aspect of the United States that you
appreciate? Why?

What's a part of America you wish were different? Why?

Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and the Declaration of
Independence agree that “all people are created equal.”
How do you see that being enacted in our community?
Is there any way or place you see that NOT being lived
out in our community?

What are you doing to help make our community one
that not only recognizes “all people are created equal,”
but is also one that treats all people equally?

PRAY:

Thanking God for the healthy aspects of our nation.

For God to change and heal any aspects of our nation
that are unhealthy or allow people to be mistreated.

For God to work through you to improve our community
and nation as you do what you talked about in #4 above.
For any needs in your group.




PRAYERS FOR OUR NATION
from The Book of Common Prayer

Independence Day July 4 BCP 242
Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won
liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for
nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the people of this land
may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

22. For Sound Government BCP 821
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a
people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of
the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States,
Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative authority, grant wisdom
and grace in the exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in
States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and foresight to
provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in
the community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and
integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and justice served.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.
And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept
their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they may elect
trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our
society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor
your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head
above all. Amen.

18. For our Country BCP 820
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We
humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people
mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from
every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united
people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name
we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice
and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may
show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of
prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble,
suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

27. For Social Justice BCP 823
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every
human heart [and especially the hearts of the people of this land],
that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and
hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

28. In Times of Conflict BCP 824
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the
midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another
without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with mutual
forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

30. For the Unemployed BCP 824
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want
and anxiety from lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use
our public and private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling
employment, and receive just payment for their labor; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.




35. For the Poor and the Neglected BCP 826
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor
and neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the
homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have
none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body
or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, for the
love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

36. For the Oppressed BCP 826
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who
live with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant
companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to
these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives
establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities for
all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the
riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

39, For those who Influence Public Opinion (the media) BCP 827
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices:
Direct, in our time, we pray, those who speak where many listen and
write what many read; that they may do their part in making the
heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the
honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

7. For the Diversity of Races and Cultures BCP 840

O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the
wonderful diversity of races and cultures in this world. Enrich our lives
by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your presence in
those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is
made perfect in our love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

6. For Heraic Service BCP 839

O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts
the men and women of our country who in the day of decision
ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant that we may not
rest until all the people of this land share the benefits of true freedom
and gladly accept its disciplines. This we ask in the Name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

5. For the Nation BCP 838
Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural
majesty and beauty of this land. They restore us, though we often
destroy them.
Heal us.
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us
rich, though we often exploit them.
Forgive us.
We thank you for the men and women who have made this country
strong. They are models for us, though we often fall short of them.
Inspire us.
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It
has drawn people from every nation, though we have often hidden
from its light.
Enlighten us.
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It
sustains our life, though we have been faithless again and again.
Renew us.
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our
efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice, and to abolish poverty
and crime. And hasten the day when all our people, with many voices
in one united chorus, will glorify your holy Name. Amen.
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