
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Services:    

8:00 a.m..................... Rite I  
9:30 a.m. .................... Rite II 
9:30 a.m. .................... Sunday School 

11:00 a.m...................... Rite III 
  5:00 p.m. ................... French Service 
7:00 p.m. ................... Rite III 

Wednesday Service: 
10:00 a.m ................... Rite II 
11:00 a.m.  .................. Bible Study 

 Head of Church Jesus Christ 

 Bishop The Rt. Rev. Greg Brewer 
 
 Rector The Rev. Tom Rutherford  
  [321-945-3958] 
       e-mail: TomRutherford@ChurchOfTheMessiah 
 
 Asst. Rector The Rev. Tracy Dugger 
  [407-201-0951] 
        e-mail: TracyDugger@ChurchOfTheMessiah 
 
 Deacons The Rev. Tim Wetherington 
  [407-342-4484]   
              email: Deacontim@Outlook.com 
 
  The Rev. Julie Altenbach 
  [407-462-8001]   
           email: JulieAltenbach@ChurchOfTheMessiah 
 
  The Rev. Dr. Richard Gonzalez 
  [239-777-0369]   
  email: Rickg526@gmail.com 
 
  Treasurer Rodger Watson [407-814-0303] 
 
 Staff Barbara Ellerbe, Preschool Director 
  [407-654-8415] 
  Jeremy Adams, Music Minister 
  Linda Ellison, Music Minister 
  Angela Lopez, Children’s Minister 
  Janie Walton, Youth Minister 
  LaVerne Woods, Parish Administrator 
 Office Hours Monday through Friday     9am—5pm 

Fr. Tom is on Sabbatical May 1—July 31 
See pages 2-4 for more details 

Until we meet again 
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See You in August! 
As of Wednesday May 1, I’m 
away on Sabbatical through 
Wednesday July 31. 
 
I hope you’ve seen all the details 
about that in the Sunday  
bulletins. If not, they’re at the end 
of this article.  
 
Here are some final bits before I 
disappear for 3 months. 
 
Mother Tracy Dugger is  
Priest-in-Charge while I’m 
away. She’s covering everything I 
usually do, plus what she usually 
does; and the Vestry, Bishop, and 
I have perfect confidence in her. 
In fact, I’m just as excited about 
her time here as I am about my 
time away. God’s called her to be 
a rector somewhere someday, and 
these three months are an  
incomparable opportunity for her 
to try on those shoes before she 
has to walk in them daily. 
 
That means if you have any issue 
that you’d usually contact me 
about; please contact Tracy, and 
she’ll be on it. 
 
This is the Church OF THE 
MESSIAH when I’m away as 
much as it is when I’m here. 
This is the Jesus’ Church; not 
―Tom’s Church,‖ and the Messiah 
is going to get his family through 
this season every bit as well as he 
gets us through every season. 
 

If you’re worried about anything not 
happening because I’m not here, 
please remember: I’m not the  
Messiah; I only work for him! 
 
I’m coming back! My time away is 
not because I’m tired of you. It’s not 
because I’m looking for another job. 
It’s not a prelude to retirement. It’s 
not because there are any problems 
between me and the vestry, me and 
the staff, or me and the bishop. It’s to 
give me opportunities to pray more 
diligently, listen more closely, read 
more deeply, experience more widely, 
and learn from folks who are wiser 
and more seasoned than I; so when I 
return in August – and I AM coming 
back in August – I will be a more  
loving leader, better educated and 
equipped to pastor this parish family 
more wisely and effectively. 
 
But I WILL be away.  
▪ I won’t be here on Sundays, 

though I’ll be worshiping some-
where each Sunday, taking notes 
and looking for items we might 
want to do… and for things NOT 
to do in worship!  

▪ Please don’t call or email me, as 
I’m going to be hundreds – and 
sometimes thousands – of miles 
away and won’t be available to 
help, chat, or visit.  

▪ Because I’m going to be out of 
state or out of the country for 
most of that time, you’re probably 
not going to bump into me any-
where around town. 

 

 
▪ If you have a pastoral need, 

please contact Mother Tracy or 
the parish office, and our loving 
capable staff and herd of clergy 
will be there with and for you.  

▪ I will check in with Mother 
Tracy and Senior Warden Don 
Greer at least once a month, and 
they will pass on any news from 
me or items it would be good 
for you to know. 

 
Through this whole time, please 
remember: I love you and will be 
praying for you as much while I’m 
away as I do when I’m here. 
 
See you in August! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



tion with us 18 years ago, to learn 
more about vision and leadership. 

 
To New Orleans for the food and 

some more museums. 
 
Returning home… visiting a couple 

more museums on the way. 
 
June 24-July 13: To Jerusalem to St 

George’s College to take the 
―Palestine of Jesus‖ course, which 
will teach him about what Jesus 
did and where, and then take him 
to those sites to soak up the histo-
ry and atmosphere. 

 
July 14-31: Digest what he’s seen, 

heard, and experienced, in order 
to be able to share what he 
learned to benefit our parish fami-
ly. 

In and around all that, he has a doz-
en books to read to prep for his 
time with the leaders he’s inter-
viewing, the course in Jerusalem, 
and to learn more about leading 
our parish family. 

 
Every Sunday, he’s going to a 

church that has something to 
teach him – and us – about wor-
ship, evangelism, programming, 
staffing, and/or serving the larger 
community around us. 

 
What are we as a parish family 

going to do while he’s away? 
All the same stuff we do when he’s 

here: Compassion Sunday and 
Mothers’ Day Breakfast in May; 
Pentecost Picnic, Seraph Theater 
Camp, Fathers’ Day, and Vacation 
Bible School in June; and the Sum-
mer Mission Trip to North Dako-
ta in July.  

 
We’ll have Church 5 times every 
Sunday and all the children’s, 
youth, and adult Christian For-
mation groups on Sunday after-
noons. The usual midweek Com-
munion and Bible Study will oc-
cur every Wednesday. The Vestry 
will meet each month, and life 

Details About Tom’s  
Sabbatical 
What’s a Sabbatical? 
Taken from the same root word as 
―Sabbath,‖ a Sabbatical is deliberate 
time taken away from work for rest, 
renewal, and continuing education. 
Tom’s wife Debbie is 
accompanying him 
for this time to do the 
same thing in her  
career as a physical 
therapist. 
 
Why now? 
When we called  
Father Tom to be our 
Rector in 1996, we 
committed to give 
him a Sabbatical after 
every 7 years of  
ministry. At those 
increments in our 
parish life, however, 
it would not have been healthy for 
the parish for him to have been away, 
so he did not take us up on our offer. 
Now, 23 years into his tenure here, 
God has us in a place where it will be 
healthy both for him AND for us to 
take this time. 
 
Who’s in charge while he’s gone? 
Assistant Rector Mother Tracy Dug-
ger will be Priest-in-Charge. Though 
Canons (Church Law) name the Sen-
ior Warden (Don Greer) as adminis-
trative authority in the absence of the 
Rector, Don and the Vestry have cho-
sen to delegate that authority to 
Mother Tracy for this time, which 
will be the next step in equipping her 
to launch out to be a rector on her 
own someday. Tracy will oversee our 
worship services, schedule our clergy, 
lead the Staff, chair Vestry meetings, 
watch over the parish family, and do 
all Tom usually does. Our Vestry, 
Staff, and herd of Clergy will take 
care of all their regular day-to-day 
responsibilities, and our parish family 
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will continue changing the world 
with Jesus as usual. 
 
What’s Tom doing for 3 months? 
May 1-June 22: The first half is a 
4,600-mile road trip focused on 
learning new stuff: 
 
Up the east coast to the Washing-
ton DC area to spend time with our 

former 
Bishop 
John 
Howe 
learn-
ing 
more 
about 
leader-
ship 
and 
vision 
and 
visiting 
a 
bunch 
of  

museums. Tom LOVES museums!  
 
To Chicago to visit priest friend 
Mark Tusken, who’s been the rector 
of his parish even longer than Tom’s 
been with us, in order to learn how 
better to serve us as a longtime pas-
tor. 
 
To Nashville, Tennessee, to visit 
family and hang out at St George’s 
Episcopal Church, a parish one size 
larger than ours, to learn how to 
help us take our next step in 
growth. 
 
To Arkansas to visit one of Debbie’s 
sisters she hasn’t seen in a couple of 
years. 
 
To Texas to visit Debbie’s son and 

family and to spend time with 
two Episcopal church-health ex-
perts Neal Michell (who wrote 
Beyond Business as Usual, a hand-
book our Vestry uses to be wiser 
servant leaders) and Kevin Mar-
tin, who did a church consulta-

 



 

will go on. 
 
This will be our chance to hear a 
little different voice from the altar 
and pulpit on Sundays; to step up 
and fill the gaps Tom’s leaving in 
his absence; to trust the Messiah 
to take care of this His family 
while Tom’s away; to grow deeper 
in our own faith, hope, and love; 
and to continue changing the 
world with Jesus: one child, one 
person, one family, one community 
at a time. 
 

Is he going to check in or be in the 
office or church during that time?  
YES, he’ll check in with Mother Tracy 
and Don Greer once a month or so. 
 
 NO, he won’t be in the office or at 
Church with us on any of those Sun-
days.  
 
But he WILL be in a church some-
where looking to learn how he can 
serve us better. 
 
What if I have an emergency? 
Please contact the Church Office at 
407-656-3218 or email Mother Tracy 
at TracyDug-
ger@ChurchOfTheMessiah.com, and 
our very loving and capable staff will 
be there for and with you.  
 
Please don’t call or email Tom during 
this time, as he’ll be states – or a hem-
isphere – away most of that time and 
won’t be available to help. 

 
Who’s paying for all this? 
The Messiah family is paying Tom’s 
regular salary and benefits during this 
time, but his Sabbatical will add no 
new expenses to our budget. Mother 
Tracy and Father Soner Alexandre 
will cover all sacramental duties, our 
deacons will look after pastoral care, 
and our Vestry and Staff will oversee 
all their usual ministries.  

 
Tom is paying for all his travel, food, 
and lodging out of his own resources 
and savings.  
 
However, former Senior Warden 
Doreen Stachowski put together a 
team that raised money to offset some 
of the cost of his travel.  
 
And Tom says, ―THANK YOU!!!‖ to all 
who helped in that effort. 
 
If you would like to contribute toward 
Tom’s travel expenses, please give it to 
the Church of the Messiah and add a 
note that it’s for ―Sabbatical Expens-
es.‖ 
 
Tom will not know any amounts that 
anyone gives, but he has asked for a  
list of all the donors, so he can write 
Thank You notes. 
 
Please pray daily for Tom & Debbie 
and for our parish family: for the 
Messiah to do in them – and in us – 
all He wants to accomplish this Sab-
batical season. 
 

 

Tom’s Sabbatical 
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Messiah’s  
Missionaries 

Lionel and Karen Williams 
attended  St. Paul’s  
Episcopal Church in  
Athens, TN on 4/7; All 
Saints Episcopal Church in 
Mobile, Alabama on 4/14, 
and St. Catherine of Sienna 
Episcopal Church, in Mis-
souri City, TX on 4/21/19. 
  
Pat & Bill Smith  
worshipped at St. John’s 
Parish in Homestead, FL on 
April 7, 2019. 



Who Ya Gonna Call? 

Acolytes .......................................................... Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
Altar Guild .................................... Trudie Carr & Betty Morgeson .......................... 407-299-2081/407-293-6912 
Building Maintenance ................................. Ron Bouton .............................................................. 407-452-7200 
Children’s Ministry ......................................... Angela Lopez ............................................................ 321-287-9089 
Lay Weeders Landscapers ......................... Sarah Wolfe .............................................................. 407-656-4226 
Music/Choirs/Band ...................................... Linda Ellison ............................................................ 407-417-4299 
Prayer Chain .................................................. Elise Bradford ....................................................................... 407-876-2557 
Prayer Intercessors....................................... Wally & Karen Stewart ........................................ 407-656-3956  
Ushers, Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors (Central Scheduling) 
 .......................................................................... Mike & Bobbie Warren ........................................ 352-241-8703 
  
  

Christian Service Center ............................ Paul Hickman .......................................................... 352-408-0487 
Communications/Publicity ........................ Steve Borst ................................................................ 610-659-3902 
Habitat for Humanity ................................. Bob Tate .................................................................... 407-656-3239  
Outreach ......................................................... Paul Hickman .......................................................... 352-408-0487 
Pre-School ...................................................... Barbara Ellerbe ........................................................ 407-654-8415 
Refugee Team ................................................ Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
  
  

Casserole Patrol ............................................ Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Coffee Hour ................................................... Kelley McRae ........................................................... 407-877-0463 
Fun & Fellowship ........................................ Stacey Beck & Wendy King ............. 702-521-4077/407-928-8132 
Grief Groups.................................................. Jill Brown .................................................................. 407-656-5776 
Hurricane/Disaster Response Team ........ Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
Kitchen Krewe .............................................. Patty Tate ................................................................. 321-331-1435  
Lay Eucharistic Visitors .............................. Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Library ............................................................ Janie Walton ............................................................ 407-230-7913 
Men’s Supper ................................................ Wally Stewart ......................................................... 407-656-3956 
Messiah Academy ........................................ Terri Wetherington ................................................ 407-455-2832 
Messiah’s Way .............................................. Brian Seguin ............................................................. 407-865-1472 
Name Tags ..................................................... Elaina Paige .............................................................. 407-905-6217 
Newsletter & Bulletins ............................... LaVerne Woods....................................................... 407-656-3218 
Nursery/Child Care ..................................... Angela Lopez ............................................................ 321-287-9089 
Office Angels ................................................. LaVerne Woods....................................................... 407-656-3218 
Parish Nurse .................................................. Barbara Knappman ................................................. 407-656-7854 
Pastoral Care ................................................. Joyce Taylor .............................................................. 407-222-1290 
Transportation for those who don’t drive ....... Joyce Taylor .............................................................. 407-222-1290 
Wednesday Night Bible Study. ................. Joe Wolfe .................................................................. 407-656-4226 
Women’s Dining Group ............................. Janice Hull ................................................................ 352-217-0967 
Youth ............................................................... Janie Walton ............................................................ 407-230-7913 
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Sunday,  ,  Apri l  28, 2019  2:30 p.m.  Vestr y Meeting Minutes

Present: Rector Tom Rutherford, Sen-
ior Warden Don Greer, Junior War-
den Ron Bouton, and Clerk Joyce 
Taylor; Stacey Beck, Wendy King, 
John Peacock, Mary Kay Predmore, 
Brian Seguin, Patty Tate, and Dawn 
Wirbel, and Assistant Rector Tracy 
Dugger.  
 
Absent: Steve Borst, Paul Hickman, 
and Treasurer Rodger Watson. 

Vestry Door Duty for May 

Opener at 7:30am:  Stacey Beck 

Closer at 1pm:  Patty Tate 

Vestry Meeting Host:  
Mary Kay Predmore 

 

2019 Vestry  
Ron Bouton, Jr. Warden, Properties 
Email: eronbo47@gmail.com 

Stacey Beck, Fun & Fellowship;  
Communication/Publicity 
Email: staceyjmb@gmail.com 

Steve Borst, Communication/Publicity;  
Email: BorstSF@gmail.com 

Don Greer,  Senior Warden,  
Business & Development 
Email: dgreer3@cfl.rr.com 

Paul Hickman, Missions & Evangelism 
Email: phickmn@aol.com 

Wendy King,  Fun & Fellowship 
Email: wbking@cfl.rr.com 

John Peacock, Properties 
Email: jpeacox@cfl.rr.com 

Mary Kay Predmore,  Properties 
Email: MaryKay413@aol.com 

Brian Seguin, Connections 
Email: seguinbox@gmail.com 

Patty Tate, Worship 
Email: pattyjotate@yahoo.com 

Joyce Taylor, Clerk, Pastoral Care 
Email: shadesfan@aol.com 

Dawn Wirbel, Children & Youth 
Email: d.wirbel@yahoo.com 

Rodger Watson, Treasurer  
Email: rodandjoh@embarqmail.com 

 
All Staff and Vestry have mailboxes 
in the front office (behind the front 
desk) with their names on them. 
You may also contact them by  
leaving a note in their mailbox.  

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE NOTES OR 
MONEY ON THE FRONT DESK IN THE 
OFFICE. 

FORMATION: Stacey Beck led 
Noonday Prayer. Tom Rutherford in-
vited each of us to share how we’ve 
bumped into the risen Lord Jesus this 
month. 
  
INFORMATION:  
Vestry Ministry Team Reports:  
Signage:  Still in process. 
Pasta for the Pastor: Patty Tate re-
ported that 160 people came to the 
pasta dinner and we raised over $9500 
for Fr. Tom and Debbie’s travel ex-
penses.   
No others received. 
 
Staff Reports: 
Facility: The Rental Report was 
emailed separately.  
Facilities’ Minister Amy Paredes re-
signed and her last day will be April 
30. Tom Rutherford will not fill that 
position before he leaves for Sabbati-
cal, so our rental program will go on 
Hold for the summer. Amy will work 
and staff all the rental events we have 
this summer, and Tom intends to fill 
that position in August when he re-
turns. He would love to hear your 
thoughts about this position and es-
pecially the names of any people you 
think he should consider. 
 
The Facilities Rental section of the 
webpage has been disabled so we 
don’t get any inquiries this summer. 
The Facilities Calendar is still live, so 
we can know what spaces are sched-
uled for what events during this inter-
im. 
 
If any inquiries come in, Tracy Dugger 

will deflect them until August. 
Tracy is the new Keeper of the Calen-
dar, so if you need to schedule space 
this summer, please contact Tracy to 
get it on the calendar. 
 
Amy supervised our two Mainte-
nance Ministers who clean the cam-
pus – one during the week and the 
other on the weekends. Their work 
has not been satisfactory, so Tom 
Rutherford will let them go as of the 
end of this month, and he has hired 
two new Maintenance Ministers 
who start May 1. Both new employ-
ees are parishioners, who see keeping 
our campus tidy and clear as a minis-
try: to God, our people, and the folks 
who visit us, especially those who are 
church-shopping. 
 
 New Chairs: A parishioner is buying 
350 chairs that Orange County Con-
vention Center is retiring. The Con-
vention Center has not gotten their 
new chairs yet. We will get ours 
when they get theirs, which they an-
ticipate will be this fall. 
 
Children of the Messiah Preschool: 
The financial report was emailed sep-
arately.  
 
Children’s Ministry: Children’s 
Minister Angela Lopez reports:  
On Monday, April 1, I delivered pen-
cils to Independence Elementary 
School, where Deacon Julie Alten-
bach teaches, for students taking 
FSA tests, prayed for all teachers and 
students especially the test coordina-
tor who just lost her mother.  Tues-
day, prayed for each elementary 
school I passed while driving—
Spring Lake, Dillard Street, Citrus, 
Maxey and Ocoee.  
 
I have purchased candy to fill Easter 
goodie bags.  I purchased allergy sen-
sitive candies, and I found space 
themed Easter eggs that match our 
VBS theme.  Each child that is here 
on Easter will receive an invitation to 
attend VBS in their goodie bag.  In 
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Vestry Meeting Minutes continued…... 
 

Children’s Church they are going to 
receive an empty egg representing the 
empty tomb.  Of course, they will get 
a sweet treat on the way out too!  
I prepared an activity for the Lions 
club Easter event at Newton Park. 
The children will be making an Easter 
snack mix with each item being 
linked to scripture, they will put it all 
in into a plastic egg.  I also ordered 
mini crayon packs and prepared col-
oring sheets that are church appro-
priate. 
 
On April 11, I attended children’s and 
family ministry workshop on volun-
teers at First Methodist in Clermont. 
Youth Minister, Janie Walton accom-
panied me. We learned valuable tips 
on recruiting and equipping our vol-
unteers. This group offers quarterly 
meet ups to foster community and 
friendships with other Ministers in 
central Florida. We share a meal, 
worship together, hear from a speaker 
and then have small group discus-
sions. Both Janie and I look forward 
to being active participants in this 
group. I purchased a bundle of Bibles, 
Bible games and Bible trading cards. 
Because it was a special promotion, I 
received 60% of each item.  I will use 
these for prizes and Baptism gifts. 
 
I added another school to the list of 
schools where I am an approved AD-
Ditions volunteer.  I am excited to 
begin helping out at Whispering 
Oaks elementary school as needed. 
Stacey Figueroa is a teacher there and 
I signed up specifically to help as her 
classroom aid. 
 
There is a movie called 
―Breakthrough‖ coming out soon, and 
the producers and actors held a Web-
conference that I attended on April 
16. The focus was on the power of 
prayer and helping others see the 
ways God hears and answers them. I 
hope to translate some of the infor-
mation to the children here.   
 
On April 23-25 I will be in a Kidmin 
Mega Con event from 11-3 each day. 

Topics covered will be curriculum, 
classroom management, spiritual devel-
opment, children’s worship and many 
others.  This event happens every year. 
I take part in the free portions so that I 
can use the budget money to buy all the 
fun resources I learn about, rather than 
pay for travel and lodging expenses. 
 
Vacation Bible School registration is 
now open, and a few children have reg-
istered. My major push will be Easter 
weekend while we have extra visitors. 
We will be having a second planning 
meeting shortly. 
 
After Messiah Academy closes, I am 
concerned that there will be no usable 
internet in the youth hall. Currently, 
Messiah Academy provides the internet 
in that area that I use to stream videos 
and music for my children’s lessons. 
Neither the COTM Guest nor the 
COTM Secured network works over 
there.  
 
Youth Ministry: Youth Minister Janie 
Walton reports: 
Activate had our church parking lot 
fundraiser on Saturday, April 6, during 
Spring Fever in the Garden.  God 
blessed us with $315 for our efforts and 
we had almost all of the church’s park-
ing lots filled!  I attended the Pasta for 
Pastor event later that evening—it 
great to see such a huge turnout! 
 
On Sunday, April 7, Activate had at 
outing to the Asylum Escape Room at 
America’s Escape Game on Internation-
al Drive.  We did not escape, but lucki-
ly the staff at America’s Escape Game 
still let us out of the asylum! 
 
I attended David C. Cook’s Children’s 
and Family Ministry Network’s All 
About Volunteers—Recruit. Train. Encour-
age. with Children’s Minister, Angela 
Lopez, on Thursday, April 11 at First 
United Methodist Church of Clermont.  
Later that evening, I attended the 
Apopka High School Choir concert to 
see Activate member, Kara Altenbach 
perform. 

Our prom season for our Activate 
students started on Saturday, April 
13 and will continue until Saturday, 
May 11.   
 
During Lent, I was doing a trial run 
of Middle School Church at the 9:30 
AM and 11 AM Sunday services, as 
well as, doing Activate 2.0 on 
Wednesdays.  Both of these pro-
grams did very well during their trial 
run, and it looks like our students 
agreed.  Both Middle School Church 
at both services and the attendees of 
Activate 2.0 on Wednesdays want to 
keep meeting past the Lenten season.  
Therefore, I will continue with both 
these programs.  There is no change 
in Middle School Church but Acti-
vate 2.0 will be changing its meeting 
time from 6:45 PM to 7:45 PM on 
Wednesdays.   There will still be Ac-
tivate on Sundays at 4:30 PM.   
Activate will have its Prayer Vigil at 
8:30 PM at the church on Maundy 
Thursday. 
 
Activate will be attending a showing 
of Avengers: Endgame at West Orange 5 
Theatre on Saturday, April 27. 
There will be no Activate on Sunday, 
May 12 due to Mother’s Day. 
 
We have our Activate Guys’ Only 
Day Out scheduled Saturday, May 18 
at GameTime in Ocoee.  Invitations 
for the Guys’ Day Out were sent out 
in the mail on April 15.   
 
Our Activate students’ graduation 
ceremonies start on Friday, May 17 
and continue until Saturday, May 25.   
Children’s Minister, Angela Lopez, 
and I submitted our recommendation 
for what should be done with the 
Messiah Academy space once the 
school closes. 
 
Messiah Academy is closing at the 
end of this semester. All their equip-
ment and storage building belong to 
the parish. Director Terri Wether-
ington will clean out the Messiah 
Academy stuff from the storage 
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building, so we can use it for our  
other ministries’ storage needs. 
 
French Congregation launched on 
April 7 at 3pm with 36 worshippers! 
Several of the children and youth 
stuck around afterward and attend-
ed SHINE and ACTIVATE and then 
ate supper with us. The congregation 
decided to move the time to 5pm, 
because many of their people work 
on Sunday mornings and are not able 
to make it to the service by 3.  
 
Assistant Rector Tracy Dugger  
reports:  
Young Adult/Adult Programming: 
My two Lenten Studies ended. 
―Walk to Emmaus‖ had 9 partici-
pants that grew healthier physically, 
spiritually and mentally through 
journaling, walking/exercise, and 
prayer and devotions. 
 
―It is Finished‖ took participants 
through the 7 last words of Jesus 
from the cross. The group of 8 partic-
ipants watched videos, read the Bi-
ble, and reflected on the precious-
ness of Christ’s sacrifice. 
 
Parents Group: I’ve sent out a sched-
uling poll to schedule my last 
Parent’s Group of the Year, and we 
will wrap for the summer in May. 
Michelle Alford is planning to launch 
a marriage small group after the 
wrap of our Parents group.  
 
I will be leading Diving Deeper in 
Father Tom’s Sabbatical time. 
 
Communications: 
Website: I continue to update the 
website. Weekly I upload the ser-
mon edited by Jeremy Adams (Thank 
you Jeremy!) except on the weeks it 
doesn’t get recorded. I also remove 
past/expired events. The back tag-
ging of our website (which helps our 
facility show up on Google searches) 
for optimized facility rental has been 
put on hold due to other factors, but 
will be completed this summer. 

Social Media: Monthly I’m uploading 
and scheduling social media postings 
to ensure current content and event 
listings for future events. Please con-
tinue to supply me with details about 
your events so we can publish, pro-
mote, and post photos of them. I up-
dated the Church Instagram daily 
through Holy Week. 
 
Priest in Charge: I have been preparing 
for Father Tom’s Sabbatical by com-
pleting the preaching schedule in May 
and June. I’m still working on July. I 
have also shared with Father Tom a 3-
month plan to help grow our vestry in 
our role of supporting our rector and 
growing deeper into the Messiah Fam-
ily. I look forward to the opportunity 
to preach, preside, and love on our 
folks, and I’m thankful for the trust 
you all have placed in me. 
Rector: Sabbatical plans have been in 
the Sunday bulletins this month and 
will continue into May and will be in 
the May Messenger. 
 
Laura Cook’s Ordination Process: 
Laura’s been accepted to Wycliffe 
College, an evangelical Anglican semi-
nary, that’s part of the University of 
Toronto in Canada. Wycliffe’s been 
recruiting our diocese for several years 
in hope of attracting seminarians, and 
she’s the first to be interested. We’re 
praying for a full-ride scholarship! 
 
All Souls’ Church Plant in Horizons 
West: Father Matt Ainsley, who is 
Assistant Rector of Ascension will be 
the founding vicar. He will preach 
with us on a Sunday this summer to 
tell us their vision and invite us to 
pray with and for them and to consid-
er who from the Messiah family might 
want to join them as parishioners in 
their launch in November.  
 
The rental house, in which the Alex-
andres live, has a new bathtub and 
shower… that doesn’t leak under the 
floor. The Alexandres say, ―THANK 
YOU!‖ for the repair. Thank you,  
Junior Warden Ron Bouton for get-
ting that done.  

Vestry Meeting Minutes continued…... 
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The floor in the Parish Hall kitchen 
will be replaced with ceramic tile af-
ter Tom Rutherford returns from Sab-
batical. 
 
DISCUSSION (to help make a deci-
sion next month): Maundy Thurs-
day, Good Friday, and Easter Offer-
ings: Vestry determines where those 
funds will go. Tom Rutherford recom-
mends putting them toward the Oper-
ating Fund to help get us out of our 
deficit. We will have those numbers 
by the next meeting and will decide 
then what to do with those funds. 
 
DECISIONS (based on the Discus-
sion last month):  
The Messiah Academy space after it 
closes: Tom Rutherford has received 
two suggestions for that space. 
 
▪ The Preschool wants both the 
Messiah Academy space and the 
Youth Room to move the baby nurse-
ry in there. That would double their 
capacity for babies… but would dis-
place the ACTIVATE teenagers. 
 
▪    Make the space multi-user space 
for Messiah School for the Arts, for 
the choir to warm up in on Sunday 
mornings (they currently squeeze into 
Linda Ellison’s office), and for any 
other group that might need it, since 
our library, parish hall, church, and 
Narthex sitting area are being used 
more and more often by more and 
more groups. 
 
▪    Canons give the Rector authority 
over all use of the facility, but Tom 
Rutherford wanted to hear the Ves-
try’s thoughts before making his deci-
sion. 
 
Tom recommends making it multi-
user space. VESTRY AGREED. 
 
Parish Leadership during the Rec-
tor’s Sabbatical: When the Rector is 
away, the Canons name the Senior 
Warden as the administrative author-
ity for the parish.  



 

Tom Rutherford and Senior Warden 
Don Greer proposed designating Tracy 
Dugger as Priest-in-Charge while Tom 
is gone – with the Senior Warden as her 
back-up and the Rector returning in 
August. VESTRY APPROVED. 
Tracy presented some of her ideas and 
plans for her time as Priest-in-Charge, 
including a request for a Mutual Minis-
try Review (discussing how she’s doing 
in her role as a priest and how she feels 
our parish is doing in their role as pa-
rishioners, with suggestions for how 
both sides can improve.). 
 
Britt Trust Money: Financial Planner 
and steward of the Britt Trust invest-
ments Tim Wetherington met with the 
Finance Committee to discuss how 
those investments are doing and what 
our options are. Finance Committee 
Chair Don Greer reported on those op-
tions.  We currently have a ―defensive‖ 
portfolio where there is little risk to the 
money, and we make enough interest to 
stay ahead of inflation.  Tim and the Fi-
nance Committee recommend adding a 
―dynamic‖ component, which gives Tim 
authority to tweak where our funds are 
invested to keep our funds safe in a vola-
tile market.  VESTRY APPROVED. 
 
Maintenance Ministers’ compensa-
tion: We’ve paid our Maintenance Min-
isters $11 per hour to clean for 6 years. 
Tom Rutherford asked the Vestry to 
raise that hourly rate to $12. VESTRY 
APPROVED  
 
Laura Cook’s Screening for Ordina-
tion: Canons require every aspirant for 
ordination to undergo psychological 
screening, and the Diocese requires a 
Flippen Leadership Report (See https://
flippengroup.com/business/flippen-
profile for details). Those two assess-
ments cost about $1,000. We’ve paid for 
that testing for most of our aspirants in 
the past, and Tom Rutherford urged us 
to pay for them for Laura. VESTRY AP-
PROVED. 
 
 

The French Service has a musician that 
Father Soner has been paying $100 per 
week out of his pocket. That’s what we 
paid the musician for the Spanish Service. 
Tom Rutherford recommends we put $100 
per week into the budget to pay the French 
musician. The offering from the French 
service should cover that. VESTRY AP-
PROVED. 
 
 
MEETING MINUTES & FINANCIAL 
REPORT – (10 MINUTES): 
Minutes from the March meeting: AP-
PROVED. 
 
March Financial Report from Treasurer 
Rodger Watson: APPROVED.  
Operating Account: March’s income was 
$20.64 MORE than expenses and de-
creased our year-to-date deficit to 
$12,335.66. YAY!!!! PLEASE continue pray-
ing for God to provide. 
 
Building Fund: Net Building Fund income 
(gifts, fundraising, and facility rental in-
come, less expenses) was $6,301.12 LESS 
than what we needed to cover the mort-
gage of $12,891.97. We did not pre-pay any 
of the principal on the mortgage, for which 
we owe $1,416,606.  
 
Meeting closed with prayer and adjourned 
at 3:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Joyce Taylor, Clerk 

Vestry Meeting Minutes continued…... 
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Sunday Servants For The Lord 

Please remember: If you are scheduled to serve in any function  

and have a conflict, it is your responsibility to find a replacement. 

Thank you! 
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1st  
Sunday 
of the 
month  

Please bring non-perishable 
food items to church for the 
Food Pantry at the  
Christian Service Center in 
Ocoee. They particularly  
request : 
 canned beef stew 
 spaghetti and meatballs 
 peanut butter 
 jelly 
 dry soup mixes or 

canned soup 
 macaroni and cheese  

Brown bags are available for you to 
take home the week before Bag Sunday 
to fill and return for donations to the 
Christian Service Center.  

Another great  
Bag Sunday food  

donations!  

HOLY COMMUNION  
in  

FRENCH  
and  

HAITIAN CREOLE 

 

EVERY SUNDAY AT 5PM 

in the Church 

 
“Taste and see that the LORD is good!” 

Psalm 34:8 

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH 

241 North Main Street 

Winter Garden, FL 34787 

407-452-2952 

www.ChurchOfTheMessiah.com 
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Volunteer Needed 
Can you spare a couple of 
hours a week?   
West Orange Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore needs 
someone to take photos once 
a week of items for sale such 
as tile, couches, etc. and post 
on their Facebook page.  We 
will show you what to 
do!  Call Patty Tate at 321-331
-1435 if you can help us! 

Nadia and Leo Henry helped  
organize the dedication ceremony 

for our newest Habitat homeowner.  



 Book Review  

by 

Helen Farnsworth 
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This month I got little done, a  

disappointing thing when I  
expected to do more during Lent!  

O well, ―The best laid plans….‖  

Anyway, I  did get started on  

David Limbaugh’s The True  
Jesus.  Ordinarily I would be very 
wary of such a title, but knowing 
who the author is gave me the 
courage to buy it—and I have not 
been disappointed. 
 
David Limbaugh is Rush’s  

brother, and like C.S. Lewis,  
started off as a skeptic. He has 
already written a bestselling  

book I intend to investigate later: 

The Emmaus Code, which details 
how each of the Old Testament 
books points to Jesus, as well as 
another that just came out last 

October—Jesus Is Risen. 
 

The Emmaus Code gets its title 

from Jesus’s encounter with the 
two disciples on the road to  

Emmaus, when Jesus points out 
the references to Him in the Old 

Testament.  The True Jesus picks 
up where that book left off.  Just 

as The Emmaus Code showcases 
the Christ-centered nature of the 

Old Testament, The True Jesus 
showcases the same thing in the  

Gospels. 
 

 

Mr. Limbaugh also starts with a 
backdrop of historical information 
that helps explain the reaction of the 

Jewish leaders to Jesus, as well as the 
disciples’ slowness to understand the 

real nature of Jesus’ mission at His 
first coming.  For example, to us  
Isaiah 53 clearly speaks of the  

Suffering Servant; but nowhere does 
it actually apply the description to 
the Messiah.  It took the Holy Spirit 
to so apply it to Jesus. 
 
Basically Mr. Limbaugh lets the  
Gospels speak for themselves, since 

the most valid commentator on 

Scripture is Scripture itself. 
I  haven’t gotten far into this book, so 
I’ll ―cheat‖ and tell you more next 

month.  But I’m looking forward to 
exploring this and the other books of 
David Limbaugh. 

 

Altar & Chapel 
Flowers are 
available for 
2019 

 

Please CALL 
the church 
office to  
reserve a date, 
as some dates 
are  
already taken.  
 
Altar flowers are $35 and Chapel  
flowers are $25. They are reserved 
on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 
We do not have flowers during Lent, 
which is March 6th - Easter Sunday 
April 21st. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifn9ef0ePfAhVJneAKHYiCD5AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixy.org%2F1121881%2F&psig=AOvVaw2ng2VEvqyIMr2_QKX1rHSJ&ust=1547224122263967


 

FUN
A spaghetti dinner was held on Saturday, April 6th  

Donations for Tom’s sabbatical are $10,974.00 as of 5/2//19 
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Preschool News 
By Barbara Ellerbe 

 

It’s a tradition at our preschool for 
us to ask each graduating 4 year old, 
what they would like to be when 
they grow up.  We love hearing 
what they have to say.  Here are this 
year’s graduation class’ dreams for 
the future: 
 
Kris Strickland – Fire Fighter 

Derek Duke – A Daddy 

Laney Carter – A Doctor 

Gabriel Giangreco – A bus driver 

Camden Krepcho  - A rock star  
because I have good moves.  
Gemma Doty – A teacher 

Lawson Burgess – I want to drive an 
ambulance. 

Livia Carter – I would like to teach 
preschool – the babies.  
Kaiden Clough – ―I would like to be 
a hunter like my daddy.‖ 

Noah Jackson –― I want to be a  
policeman and get robbers in jail.‖  
Boone Loucks –― I want to be a  
firemen to save people and help 
them.‖  
Grayson Preisser – ―I want to be a 
traffic policeman.‖ 
 

Graduation will be held on  
May 24th at 9am in the 

Sanctuary 
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children’s 
Ministry 
Angela Lopez 

ifrog1980@gmail.com 

 

 

SHINE kids Club  
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SHINE kids had SUPERHERO night on 
March 24. We talked about our favorite 
heroes, what super power we would like 
to have and we got to meet a real like  
superhero:  

Priest man!  
 
Father Tom shared with us all how  
he can join 2 people into 1 in Holy  
Matrimony; he can baptize with Holy 
Water, and he can turn bread and wine 
into the Body and Blood of Jesus for  
Communion!    
 
Then we had a SUPER snack of Hulk 
punch, super sour bites and chocolate 
pudding.  
 
During ―Little Lessons in Lent‖ we 
learned about the Last Supper and  
Father Tom joined us to give a talk on 
communion and we got to touch and 
taste and smell everything as well as ask 
lots of questions. 



 

 

Page 22 children’s 
Ministry 
Angela Lopez 

angelalopez@churchofthemessiah.com 

Vacation Bible School 2019 

June 24-28 

5:30-8:30pm 

 

Dinner begins at 

5:30 

Program at 

6pm 

FREE! 

FOR Children  

K-completed 

5th grade 

 

Limited space for 

potty trained  

3 & 4 yr. olds 

 

Register at: 

www.tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/COTMWinterGarden 



by Janie Walton 
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Mission Trip Fundraiser 
Activate had our ―Pay to Park‖ 
fundraiser on Saturday, April 6 
during Spring Fever in the Garden 
in downtown Winter Garden.  
We had a great turnout and God 
blessed us with $315 toward our 
summer mission trip. 
 
A big thank you to Activate  
parent volunteer, Deacon Julie 
Altenbach, for providing  
breakfast and lunch to all our  
volunteers.  Thank you as well to 
Activate parent volunteer, Murph 
Borno and Activate adult  
volunteer, Laura Cook, for  
helping us raise funds for our 
summer mission trip! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are Continuing… 
Our middle school students at both the 9:30 AM and the 11 AM services unan-
imously voted to continue Middle School Church.  We were doing a trial run 
during the Lent Season and it was a success, so we will continue on. 
Our students attending Activate 2.0 on 
Wednesday nights had a supermajority 
vote to continue with our meetings.   
 

Middle School Church 
We’ll continue to have Middle School 
Church on Sundays at the  9:30 AM and 
11 AM church services. 
As before, Middle School students  
will leave and return at the same time  
as Children’s Church—after the Collect  
of the Day and at the Peace.   
We’ll continue to meet in the Youth 
Room for our lesson. 

 

Activate 2.0 
There will be a change in meeting time starting April 24th—we’ll meet from 
6:45-7:45pm in the Youth Room. 
There will be no dinner prior to our meetings unless otherwise indicated. 
If you have any questions about Middle School Church, Activate 2.0 on 
Wednesday Nights or Activate on Sundays, please contact youth minister, 
Janie Walton, at janiewalton@churchofthemessiah.com or text her at  
407-230-7913.  



 
 

Escape Game Outing 
Activate had an outing to the  
America’s Escape Game to play their 
Asylum Escape Room.  Alas, we were 
not able to escape.  If only we had five 
extra minutes, we would have been 
able to break out of the asylum!  How-
ever, we had a blast! 
 
A big thank you to Activate parent, 
Vita Mazzaluna, for helping to  
provide transportation and help us try 
to escape from the asylum! 

 
 

Spring Concert 
Youth Minister, Janie Walton,  
attended Apopka High School’s 
Spring Choir Concert on Thursday, 
April 11.  It was a great show! 
 
Activate member, Kara Altenbach, 
with Apopka High School’s Choir 
choreographer, Kate Garnes—who 
also happens to be a friend of youth 
minister, Janie Walton! 
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Prom Time 
Olympia High School and Leesburg High School had their 

proms on Saturday, April 13.  Olympia High School’s prom was 

held at the Portofino Bay Hotel at Universal Orlando and 

Leesburg High School’s prom was held at Lake Receptions in 

Mount Dora.   

 

Leesburg High School senior and 
future Princeton tiger, Hannah 
Faughnan, with her date at prom.   

A group pic of our Olympia High School 
prom attendees—Alexis Fuhrey, Cydney 
Babione, Madyson Jones and Sammie 
Hsu. 
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Upcoming Classes: Contact Garine Adams at  
garineadams@churchofthemessiah.com to sign up.    
 

First Thursday Swing!  
Thursday, May 2nd - $7 per person  
7pm Class, 8pm Open Dance -  
Parish Hall Come in to learn a  
few dance moves, and stay  
for the open dance after the class.  
Our teachers bring  
you the best of east coast swing  
dancing. This monthly class  
is open to beginners as well  
as those who have learned  
the basics.  
  

 

 
Kids Art! Elementary  Theme: Bugs! 
Saturday, May 4th, 10-11:30am - Youth Hall 
We’ll be using pastels to create cool colored bugs.  
You might surprise your eyes!  
$10 per student with a $2 off sibling discount. 

 

Paint Like a Pro!  
Theme: Cardinal 
Monday, May 13th 6pm   
in the Parish Hall. Fly on  
by to check out an  
evening of fun, fellowship, 
and painting.  
Child care is provided  
for this event. Light snacks too! You are also welcome  
to bring a bottle of wine to share if you’d like.  
$25 per person.  
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First Thursday 
Swing 

       May 2        7-9pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWINGSWINGSWING   

DANCEDANCEDANCE   
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 Page 27  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Mother T and the rest of the team for trivia, 

Tuesday May 28th at the Crooked Can Brewery 

on Plant St. Trivia begins at 7:30 and typically 

ends by 9:30. Come early to share a bit to eat and 

enjoy fellowship time. 

Last month, in April, Team Whiskeypalian took 

first place! Our prize is a $30 gift card which will 

be shared May 28th!  

 

 

Continuing Education:  
Post Easter I took two days off for continuing edu-
cation. During these two days I read, ―English Spir-
ituality,‖ by Martin Thornton, ―Anglican Spiritual 
Direction,‖ by Peter Ball, ―Soul Friend,‖ by Kenneth 
Leech, and ―Spiritual Direction: A guide for sharing 
the Father’s Love,‖ by Acklin and Hicks.  
 
These books are helping to prepare me for a  
conference on Spiritual Direction, and will help me 
serve and love you all better. It was A LOT of  
reading, but I did get to do some of it on the beach.  

Trivia Tuesday 



Women’s 
Dining  
Group 

 
Tuesday May 7th 

6:30pm 

157 N. Highway 27 

Clermont, FL 

 

Bulletin Board 

N e w s   
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Men’s  
Supper 
May 7, 2019 

6:30 pm in the Youth Hall 

May Chef is Jay Predmore 

All the men of the church are invited.  

Please sign up on the bulletin board so 
we know how much food to prepare.  

 
Monty and Greer McBryde celebrated 
the baptism of their 6th great-grand 
child April 3 at their family farm. Lyle's 
face lit up as warm water was placed on 
his forehead by Pastor Greer. He was 
held by his parents, Maranda T and 
Travis McBryde, and joined by Rushelle 
and Ronnie Trombley. and his great-
grand mother Mary of Florence MA (in 
photo). Also attending were local  
family and godparents, Sean Michael 
McBryde, and Aunt Meg,  plus Travis' 
mom and dad from Orlando, Pam and 
Sean. 
 
"It was a wonderful day, full of love, 
family and the blessings of our Lord. 
What a joy to share in this multi  
generational gift of grace."         
 
Pastor Greer+  



MAY 2019 
    

 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

Please have 
your June 
articles & 

schedules in  
by  5/16 



If you’re not listed for a birthday or 

anniversary, please call the church 

office at 407-656-3218 and give us 

information for you and your family; 

or fill out the form to the right and 

drop it in the offering plate. 

 

Please only give information for those 

family members who are attending 

Messiah. Our computer requires the 

year for date of birth and wedding 

anniversaries.  

 

May Birthdays & Anniversaries 

  1 Stacey Beck 

2 Joe Eiden 

 Justin Gonsalves 

4 Daniel Borst 

 Tommy Jackson 

7 Carleen Flood 

 Todd Smith 

8 Jill Brown 

9 Regina Knappman 

11 Raul Lopez 

 John Wilkinson-Borno 

12 Peter Gold 

13 Joseph Field 

15 Geraldine Remington 

 

17 Nancy Barber 

 Bill Barrett 

 Kathy Narrow 

18 Maddy Wirbel 

21 Don Thomson 

26 Mary Elfman 

 Richard Gonzalez 

 Sherlock Teeka Singh 

27 Rose Mayfield 

 Stuart White 

29 Bill Smith 

 Patti Smith 

30 Joe Clemens 

 

3 Romeo & Vita Mazzaluna 

8 Richard & Kelley McRae 

11 Chris & Wilna Brown 

14 John & Merrily Peacock 

 Vince & Nancy Snow 

17 Mike & Leslie Candes 

19 Alex & Nichole Babcock 

20 David & Barbara Peterson 

22 Sean & Melody Wise 

26 Jake & Rebecca Sirkle 

29 Kevin & Susana Cochrane 

 Tim & Terri Wetherington 

30 Lloyd & Bibi Cho-Sam 


