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Scattered Thoughts

by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor

For most of our history in the United
States, congregations like ours used
the month of October to emphasize
Christian stewardship — how we use
our God-given gifts of time, personal
talents, and money. It made a lot of
sense. But we haven’t done that for
the past few years at Faith. Here’s why:

In a largely agrarian society, and with the majority of
Lutheran churches located in small town and rural
areas, October was a great month to talk about
financial stewardship. October meant that the harvest
had been gathered and people were usually feeling
pretty flush. It is much easier to talk about generosity
when the granaries are full. And, for the business side
of congregational life, setting next year’s budget
usually happened in November or December. It made
sense.

Times have changed. Many things have changed.

Time itself has changed. We have more time-saving,
labor-saving, automatic gizmos, gadgets, and systems,
than anyone in history. And yet, how can we STILL
feel like there aren’t nearly enough hours in the day?

There was a time when it was normal for people to sit
down together around a table for an evening meal at
6:00 PM. What happened to that? There was a time
when people got off work at 5:00 PM and went home.
Who does that anymore?

How we use our personal gifts and talents has
changed. The stuff we are gifted to do, the stuff we
love to do, the stuff God created us to do — continue
to be poured out into the world. But the world is
thirsty and it never feels like there is enough of us to
go around.

People work so hard these days. They leave early, get
home late, and spend hours squeezing kids into the
family cab for the trip to the next practice, or lesson,
or scout meeting, or therapy session. People feel
stretched to the breaking point. It isn’t easy to add
volunteering to that mix.

Money has changed. Some people don’t feel flush, or
even get paid, until they receive their quarterly or
year-end bonuses. Others look forward to a little raise
on January 1%, or the little boost when they get their
tax refund. Still others live on retirement income and
worry that they will outlive their money.

Continued on next page...

Prayer Corner - Perfect Strength
by Peggy Porter

Read Philippians 4:10-20 and Psalm 9:1-11

“I can do all things through him who
strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)

In the children’s story, “The Little Engine That Could,” the
little engine didn’t let the size of the mountain deter him. The
engine focused instead on the greatest needs of the children
and mustered all its strength to complete its mission, saying,
“l think | can, | think | can.”

The apostle Paul is like the little engine of the New
Testament. Paul knew that the Good News of Jesus Christ
needed to be shared with God’s children throughout the
world. He faced some significant mountains in completing his
mission: persecution, shipwrecks, beatings, and
imprisonment. Yet he found the strength to keep on

going. But instead of saying, “I think | can,” Paul knew he
could. How? He could do all things through Christ, who
strengthened him.

We climb various mountains throughout life. But the
mountain of sin and death was too great for us to cross on
our own. Jesus looked at the size of the mountain and knew
that the greatest need of his children was a Savior. He
wouldn’t let anything deter him from completing his
mission. Connected through baptism to our Savior,
strengthened by his true body and blood, we know we can
overcome any mountain.

Pray: Jesus, please continue to be my strength as | face
mountains in my life. Amen.




The mission of Faith Lutheran Church 5
to follow Jesus in blessing the world

with faith, hope, and love.

Continued...

Very few people get paid on Friday afternoon in cash so they are ready to put some in the little offering envelops the church used to
use.

Most of us never see real money anymore. Our income is an electric blip into an account from which few of us ever write checks.
Most of our bills, maybe even including our church offering, are set up for automatic payment. Far too many of us have credit cards
that get used far too often, usually when we feel we have no other choice. It can be very painful when that fiddler needs to be paid.

Times have changed. Yet | don’t think any of us, if we think deeply about yesterday, want to go back there. We’ve become
accustomed to cell phones and cable TV — even though we pay many times more per month for our cell and cable services than we
used to pay for a phone and free TV.

What does that mean for the church and all that happens in and through congregational life?

First, it means that people have less time to do things around church. When congregational life is given high priority in peoples’
lives, they have time to show up and participate. They just don’t have the time to think of things, plan things, or organize things. So
the role of the church staff has greatly expanded. And the work of the church staff is absolutely dependent on people showing up
and participating.

Second, it means that we can no longer easily rest upon the “we’ve always done it this way before” way of doing things. Far too
many of those things no longer work. This means that we all need to be much more intentional about our discipleship. We all need
to prioritize our lives, make new commitments in our lives, to do things that used to just be the natural “how everybody does it.”
Back in the day, if your family sat down to eat at 6:00 PM, you knew that all of your friends were probably doing the same thing. But
if you want that family time together today it is going to require a level of choices and time management that no one used to have
to do.

Third, it has always been the case but perhaps now more than ever—our homes remain the primary training ground for Christian
discipleship. We join together as a congregation to help one another through life, to help people find connections, to help parents
raise children but it is when we are away from the property of the church that all of that gets real. Or it doesn’t. We all need to take
personal responsibility for our part in all of that.

So that is why we don’t do the big stewardship focus in October in the ways we used to. Because Christian stewardship today can’t
be a once a year thing. We all know it takes money to have a congregation and it takes generous congregations to keep other
ministries alive and flourishing beyond what we can do ourselves. We need to be encouraging one another about how we use our
time, talents, and treasures all year long. We encourage each other as we come to know and remember that we’re all in this
ministry of Faith Lutheran Church together.

Please do enjoy having dinner together sometime in October. May our gatherings remind us that we’re all in this together.



Getting The Word Out - News from Faith Library
by Laura Swanson, Parish Ed Team

The Library Team has been working diligently to get all our books that are available for check out cataloged electronically on
LibraryThing.com. They are about 85% complete (approximate 450 books) and encourage you to start browsing our collection.

What is LibraryThing.com? It is an online service to help small libraries catalog their books easily.

How does it help me? You can browse books in our church library without physically being there. Moving forward, there will be
opportunities to join chats, write reviews, and be notified about suggested reading.

How do I access LibraryThing.com? https://www.librarything.com/catalog/FaithLC-Bellaire. Browse the list or use “Search this
library” to search by title or author.

What is not cataloged on LibraryThing.com? Children’s books, other media such as CDs, and special books that are too fragile for
checkout.

How do I check out a book from Faith Lutheran Library? Self-checkout is available during library hours using the card system for
now. Instructions are posted in the library. If you have any questions, please email the team at library@faithbellaire.org.

When can | use the library? The library is open Monday through Friday 8AM — 5PM. Please sign in at the church office on the first
floor. The library is open on a very limited basis on Sundays (between services and before the learning hour) to pick up books. A
class meets in the library on Sundays and the staff and volunteers are focused on worship. Please make inquires Monday - Friday.

One Prayer AtA  Prayers for My God, My Lift Thine Eyes:  Heart of Flesh:  Favourite A Maryknoll
Time: A... Today Glory Eveni... A Femin... Prayers: Cho...  Book of Pr...

Prayers from

Praying With
the Heart Saint Tere... Mary:

Faith Lutheran’s Library is located in the Worship Center on the second floor, rooms 207 and 209.
No food or drinks in the library.
Please help us maintain an environment that all can enjoy.


https:/www.librarything.com/catalog/FaithLC-Bellaire
mailto:library@faithbellaire.org

My Rock, My Fortress, and My Deliverer
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, my
rock in whom | take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. | call upon
the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, so | shall be saved from my enemies. Psalm 18:1-3

Many psalms are attributed to David, who praised God for being his strength, his rock, his fortress,
his deliverer, his stronghold, and his salvation. When we read Psalm 18 and many other psalms,
we cannot help but be touched by his heartfelt love and gratitude for God. When we read the
story of David that is recorded in the books of 1 and 2 Samuel, we see the great and miraculous
things God did to protect and deliver David.

David was the rising star in Saul’s court and army. Saul became so jealous and fearful of David that he was
determined to kill him, but God saved and protected David from the hand of Saul.

First, God sent friends and allies to help David. Saul gave his daughter Michal to David in marriage with an evil
intent, but Michal fell in love with David. She disobeyed her father and helped David escape. Saul’s son Jonathan
loved David as his own son, he became David’s loyal friend and ally. Jonathan’s friendship and confidence in David
was vital to his survival and eventual triumph. Nabal, a wealthy man, humiliated David and his men, Nabal’s wife
Abigail successfully persuaded David not to shed innocent blood in rage. After the sudden death of Nabel, Abigail
became David’s wife. Her wisdom and wealth became an important asset to David who was a fugitive.

Second, God strengthened David'’s faith in his plan for him and Israel. He had two chances to kill Saul, but he
refrained from doing so. Why? Because he said, “As the Lord lives, the Lord will strike him down; or his day will
come to die, and he will go down into battle and perish. The Lord forbid that | should raise my hand against

the Lord’s anointed” (1 Samuel 26:10-11). David was a warrior, not hesitant to kill his enemies. But killing Saul was
a different matter. If David’s hands were stained with the blood of Saul, he would not have gained the trust and
support of the northern tribes of Israel years later. His road to the throne of Israel would have been much more
torturous. It was God’s invisible hand that prevented David from killing Saul.

Third, God gave David the wisdom and audacity to seek refuge among the arch enemies of Israel, the Philistines.
Saul hunted and persecuted David for years. In desperate, David and his men fled to King Achish of Gath. Achish
even gave David the city Ziklag to live in. While David lived among the enemies of Israel, he still remained loyal to
his own people. Did David think of Ziklag when he wrote the verse “I take refuge in you LORD” (Psalm 31:1)? God
works in mysterious ways, often contrary to conventional wisdom. It is our job to seek, to recognize, and to accept
God’s help in whatever form or shape, in all times and places.

David was one of the greatest kings of ancient Israel. He was also a man with deep character flaws. During his
lifetime, David shed much blood, committed many grave sins, and had many failures. His sins and failures had long-
lasting and devastating impacts on his family, his dynasty, and the nation. Like everyone of us, David was saved by
God’s grace. He accepted God’s grace by repenting of his sins. David wrote these words after committing adultery
with Bathsheba: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love, according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin” (Psalm 51:1-2).

How does God help us in difficult and trying situations, such as unemployment, divorce, freak accidents, and
natural disasters? How does God defend us against malignant forces bent on harming and hurting us, like violence,
hatred, terrorists, poverty, and injustice? How does God deliver us from our own sins and sins of our enemies?
How does God save us from illness, disability, aging, and death? May we find clues and hints from the stories and
Psalms of David. May we keep trusting God and following Jesus, who is our Savior and Lord, our great physician and
deliverer.



® Report from TUNE UP 2019
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

The TUNE UP Worship Band Gathering took place at Christ Church
United Methodist Church Sugar Land on August 17, 2019. The TUNE
UP gathering is an annual event in the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast
Synod for contemporary church musicians. Over 50 participants from
'~~_ 20 dif‘ferent churches gathered in the Houston area in August for a

brlngs together a diverse group of leaders and participants to work
on issues related to band-led worship in a congregation.

One of the unique things about TUNE UP is the multi-denominational atmosphere.
This year musicians and worship leaders from Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, Nazarene,
and non-denominational churches all participated in an ecumenical and collegial
environment.

The gathering began with opening worship and presentations from Clayton Faulkner
(Director of Worship, Faith Lutheran, Bellaire, TX), Craig Gilbert (Purposed Heart
Ministries, Alvin, TX), and Mark Swayze (Pastor of Contemporary Music and
Community Growth, The Woodlands United Methodist Church, The Woodlands, TX).
Words of welcome were offered by DeAndre Johnson (Pastor of Music and Worship
Life, Christ Church Sugar Land, TX). The opening worship band was formed by the
track leaders for the day. This included music led by Brian Christopher Clay (Worship
Leader and Director of Communications and AV technology, St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Knoxville, TN).

Healthy relationships among band members quickly emerged as one of the main Y/

takeaways for the day. Many of the struggles and conflicts that bands run into can be

best addressed through healthy relational connectedness both at and away from church. Leading worship together begins with mutual
respect and care for one another.

After opening worship everyone divided into instrumental, vocal, and tech
breakout groups. The instrumental breakout groups were divided by specific
area (worship leader, acoustic/electric guitar, bass guitar, keyboard, drums,
vocals, and sound tech). There were also conceptual track offerings in the
afternoon that included sessions on leading in humility, working with what
you’ve got in your specific context, invitational leadership, and running an
effective rehearsal.

One of the highlights every year is the “Coaching for Bands” session. This was
essentially a masterclass on arranging music for bands. A group of volunteers
from the attendees were spontaneously selected to form an “instant band”
that had never played or sang together before. They were given a popular
worship song to lead together. After a run
through, they received feedback and help with their musicianship and presentation from a panel
made up of the breakout group leaders. By the end of the session the group had made great strides in W

improving their cohesion and leadership of the song. T . Espmtu'
satarame, Sefior, con tu Espiritu.

Bautizame, Sefior, con tu Espiritu;
satdirame, Sefior, con tu Espiritu.

One attendee who has participated for several years commented, “Each time we think, ‘We've gone
every year - what more can we possibly get out of this?’ Then we attend and remark on the way
home, ‘Wow! So glad we went because we learned this and this and that.” This is why we want to see <2< ]
this keep going. We learn new things each time AND we also realize how far we've come in
implementing items we've learned in the past when they are suggested to others during the current
event. Such a great opportunity to exchange ideas with other groups that we do not currently get
anywhere else.”

Another attendee commented, “The concepts presented are applicable to any style of worship, not
just contemporary. Listening with an open mind uncovers the challenges we face and encourages us
to use new thinking in our approach to worship and music and excellence in execution.”
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Rebecca Ruth Circle Women’s Connection

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, Women's Connection will meet on Tuesday,
October 3 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room. October 15 at 9:30 AM in the church office.

We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Everyone is welcome! You should join us!
Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch. Desserts and
drinks will be provided. Socializing with the group is For more information about the Women'’s

so joyful. All are welcome!! Connection, please contact Jane Gips at
janegips001@comcast.net.

WomérELCA=Z:
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LEAD Team: A Year in Review
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Over the past 12 months the LEAD Team has been working to learn and understand better the ways that we, as a church
community, can better do children, youth, and family ministry. We worked with the LEAD organization and were assigned a
consultant, Jessica Noonan, who helped guide our way through the process of discovery and synthesis. The LEAD Team
members were: Betty Becker, Courtney Lerch, Matt Grove, Wendy Farner, Pastor Kerry Nelson, and John Vickery.

The first step of the process, like many other projects, was to identify goals. The goals that the team set were:
e Discover new ways that we can foster growth in relationships

e Discover new ways that we can promote growth in learning

e Discover new ways that we can promote growth in faith formation

After the team was formed and the goals were set, we were ready to get started. The first step in the process that we were led through was one
of listening. The listening that would be carried out would happen in two sets; the first within the congregation, and the second out in the
neighborhood. The goal of these listening sessions was not to interject the team’s opinions, or to only have conversation; the goal was to
intentionally listen to individuals and families to help us get a picture of how life looks for them.

During the listening in the congregation the team selected 12 families and conducted brief interviews with each of them. From those
conversations we learned some of the challenges that families face, the things that families value within the church, what families are
passionate about, and what families expect from the church.
Challenges: Many demands for their time, how to cultivate faith formation in the home, building connections with other [families], differing
financial positions among families
Values within the church: The door is always open and welcomes everyone, dedication to service in the community, relationships/
community to worship together, sermons that are closely related to “real life.”
Passionate About: Outreach programs, social justice, helping with poverty, educating parents, welcoming new people, and small group
studies
Expectations: Programs in which the youth can be trained as leaders, opportunities for children of all ages to serve, inter-generational
interactions, whole family involvement, events scheduled in advanced so people can be better planned/prepared.

The second phase of the listening process was to travel into the neighborhood and talk to area businesses and schools to gather information
about how the area is perceived through their eyes. Most of the information in this area came through talking with school administrators from
the surrounding area. We learned that they believe that there is much more to people that what meets the eye. We learned that in many cases,
parents feel lost and in need of support in various areas especially in the way of affordable early childhood care. Across the board, almost
everyone that was interviewed each said that they were concerned for the safety (physical, emotional, and spiritual wellbeing) of the children
that are in their care.

After all of the listening sessions were concluded, the team then began to form their learnings into a list of values. Through an activity that was
aimed at helping us identify our values for Youth and Family Ministry, we considered many different terms and used a process of elimination to



reach our final value statement. That statement reads as follows:

Faith Lutheran Church builds/grows an intergenerational community that:
1. Practices intentional inclusivity of all people

2. Equips every age to follow Jesus

3. Practicing faith at church so that we live out our faith at home, school, and work I ea m

Once the team had formulated a statement to guide future activities and planning,

the team decided that it would be wise to conduct one more survey of parents within our community. The top

three findings from this second survey were:

1. Parents and families want to have a consistent support system surrounding them.

2. Families want predictable activity schedules that allow for families to participate together so that families only need to put
one date on their calendar. Structure events that would appeal to multiple age groups.

3. Guidance with Faith Formation, things to do at home.

After the team completed their listening and formulation of their values, it was time to try putting some of the learnings to action
in the form of an experiment. The decision was made that we would try a new program during the learning hour through the
summer called, “FAITH5 Summer.” The purpose of this new program was to demonstrate the ritual of FAITH5 and encouraging
those who participated to use it in their homes. At the conclusion of the summer the team met to go over the experience of the
summer and some of the takeaways were:

1. It was a great way to see people that don’t usually interact with each other be together
2. Noticing that in other meetings around the church, elements of FAITH5 are now being used
3. The process provides a space for people to talk about their lives and build relationships within and outside of their families

At the end of the process the team noted that this is not an “end point,” instead it is one step along our journey together. There
are more conversations to be had, and more listening to be done to better understand the ever-changing world that is around us.

Along with the meeting of the LEAD Team, | personally have had the opportunity to meet with a professional coach once a
month. Through this coaching | have been able to focus in on my leadership skills, recognizing my strengths, and evaluating my
weaknesses. | have spent a great deal of time exploring a concept of Situational Leadership as it pertains to Youth and Family
Ministry. This is a concept of realizing how volunteers work, get involved, and how volunteers feel empowered to stay involved.
There were several other topics that | also explored around how | can improve as a leader at Faith Camp, as well as a leader
beyond our church’s four walls.

Now that the work of the LEAD Team is concluded, it is time for the Youth and Family Team to reconvene and carry the work
forward. The Youth and Family Team will be continuing to explore how we do ministry to families, develop programs that keep
our values in the forefront, and explore how we can better execute existing programs that also point toward the same values.

This has been a very exciting year for all of us, and there has been a tremendous amount of work done; and | would like to
recognize the LEAD Team for their dedication and support over the past year and beyond.

Finally, if you ever have any suggestions, ideas, or would like to become more involved with Youth and Family Ministry | would
love to hear from you, there is a place for everyone! Pastor Kerry often says that Christianity is a team sport, and Youth and
Family Ministry is no different. Together, as a team, we can develop opportunities that are uplifting, educational, and that
promote interconnectivity with those around us. | invite you into these conversations, and | am looking forward to what we can
do together over the course of the coming years!

SATURDAY, OCT 5

Sacraments
Workshop

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
@9:00 AM
CONFERENCE ROOM

BIBLE DISCOVERY

9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
Main Building Conference Room
All Ages Welcomed!
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—October 2019

8:30 AM Oct 6 Oct 13 Oct 20 Oct 27
Acolyte Christian Georgi Aaron Allen James Cross Caleb Fidone
Crucifer John Tan Andy Allen Elsa Becker Aidan Fidone
Lector Brian Georgi Doug Elsen Brian Ives Janice Kolosseus

Communion

Brian and Heidi

Lenora Ohlenbusch

Lenora Ohlenbusch

Bill Puryear

Assistants Georgi Jeff Addicks Jeff Addicks Barbara McDowell
Asst Minister Alice Tian Alice Tian Bob Medlen Bob Medlen
Ushers Art Grove Bill Puryear Bill Puryear Jeff Addicks

Doug Elsen Scott Ramsey Scott Ramsey Troy Becker
Children’s Hannah Anderson Melinda McGouldrick |Mayra Marshall Amy McNulty
Church
Altar Guild Bob and Ida Medlen |Bob and Ida Medlen |Susan Tallman Barbara McDowell

Betty Becker
10:50 AM Oct 6 Oct 13 Oct 20 Oct 27

Acolytes Masamo Faulkner Masamo Faulkner Zach Michaud Luke Cauley

Dillon Williams Deacon Faulkner Nate Michaud Ava Cauley
Communion Diana Boihem Kirk and Beth Bruce Jon and Nancy Dave and Wendy
Assistants Karen Ellison Holmes Farner

Asst Minister

Eric Lerch

Susan Tallman

Janice Decker

Sam Kennedy

Ushers Keith Benson Matthew and Jessica |Lerch Family Jon and Nancy Holmes
Susan Tallman Albert

Children’s Catherine Hahn Kevondra Mathis Leslie Parkan Beth Bruce

Church

Altar Guild Bob and Ida Medlen |[Bob and Ida Medlen Susan Tallman Barbara McDowell

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by
clicking “Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change

by Wednesday afternoon.
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Fall Learning Groups

Adult Learning

Basic Christianity (Chinese) - Led by Pastor Junfeng Tan,
Faith Center Community Room #300

Circle of Friends -1 Corinthians - Led by Sara Karow,
Room #121 (Day School Hallway)

Dear Church - Led by Kathy Patrick and Stacy Williams,
Fellowship Hall (Common Grounds)

Taking Faith Home - Led by Betty Becker, Library
(Upstairs Room #207)

The Good News Class -The Gospel of Luke - Led by Cliff
Condit, Room #120 (Day School Hallway)

Young and Elementary Families - Led by Eric and
Courtney Lerch, Room #122 (Day School Hallway)

Children and Youth Learning

All elementary groups gather in Room #306 to start.

Toddlers (22 months - 3 years) - Led by Tina Wood and
Faith Fun Zone staff, Faith Center Room #301

Pre-K (4 - 5 years) - Led by Denise Adams and Helen
Watson, Faith Center Room #307

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade - Led by Roxy Funchess and
Julie Grove, Faith Center Room #306

3rd - 5th Grade - Led by Mayra Marshall and Jennifer
Blessington, Faith Center Room #308

Middle School (6th - 8th Grade) - Led by Cathie Pett and
Brian Taylor, Faith Center Room #309

High School (9th-12th Grade) - Led by Alex and Hannah
Dyson, upstairs in Faith Center

Confirmation - led by Pastor Kerry Nelson,
Fellowship Hall on Sundays at 4:00 PM

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B

Bellaire, Texas 77401

Office: 713-664-3048

Fax: 713-664-3371

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726

FaithBellaire.org
FaithDaySchool.org
FaithHouseHouston.org

info@faithbellaire.org

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams

Dr. Clayton Faulkner
John Vickery
Kheranie Wagner
Kendolyn Pope

Yu Cao

Patricia Deckard
Alan Balius

Nettie Rodriguez

Senior Pastor

Associate Pastor

Director of Operations

Pastoral Intern

Director of Youth and Family
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Director of Faith Schools
Morning Office Coordinator

Afternoon Office Coordinator

Organist/Choir Director

Evening Facility Manager
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