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Scattered Thoughts

by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor

| am probably doubling up on
information that will appear
elsewhere in this newsletter but
that’s OK. Good review. And well
worth highlighting.

| often find myself wondering:
What do parents want and expect when they
bring their children to Faith Lutheran Church?
What do parents want and expect as they raise
their children within the community of Faith
Lutheran Church?

We have had a small group of people called the
LEAD task force studying those questions this
year. They have met twice each month, once
separately and once with a LEAD consultant.
They have surveyed the congregation. They have
spoken with outside organizations. They want to
learn how to do the best we can.

Along the way we also have to trust our own
intuition and experience.

My sense is that parents want their children to
grow up with a healthy sense of self-esteem, a
good appreciation of their own gifts, and the
ability to see beyond themselves to the needs of
others. They want their children to be well
grounded in the Christian faith. To know that
God loves them and is with them always. To see
God at work in the world. And they want their
children to do the best they can with what they
have to have the best life they can.

Parents are very willing, from the very first, to do
all they can to help that happen. People want
their children to be born safely and expertly.
They take care of themselves and do all that the
doctors asked of them during their pregnancy.

Many parents moved into their homes mindful
of the future schools they hoped their children
would attend.

Parents pay what used to be college tuition to
get their children into excellent environments
like Faith Day School. They willingly pay for

Continued on next page...

CCSC’s Back to School Event

Each fall, the Christian Community Service Center
(CCSC) distributes grade-appropriate school supplies
and a voucher for a new school uniform and shoes to
children from low-income families. In 2018, more
than 6,000 children benefitted from the Back to
School program.

Faith Lutheran Church will host the 2019 distribution
of these school supplies on August 2 — 3. On these
two days, more than 2,000 families will visit our
church campus to receive the school supplies and
vouchers for their children. Faith Lutheran will again
offer our hospitality to those with significant
financial need.

What can | do to sponsor a student?

It costs only $45.00 to provide each child with a

comprehensive packet of school supplies and new
clothing/shoes in line with their school’s uniform
requirements. Please consider donating funds to the
Back to School program for one or more students.

Donations of any amount can be contributed in one
of two ways:

— Donate online! The CCSC website is a convenient
way to give, and your gift can be designated to

Back To School: www.ccschouston.org

Donate through Faith Lutheran Church. Include
your donation with your church offering.
Designate “Back to School” on your check or
offering envelope.

How can | help with this event?

Look for volunteer opportunities at the signup table
on Sundays, July 14, 21, or 28.
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The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is
to follow Jesus in blessing the world

with faith, hope, and love.

Continued...
lessons, camps, experiences, and toys (that get increasingly expensive as kids get older).

Parents pay for child care and home security systems. They arrange play dates and birthday parties. They fret. They
worry. They work very hard. They worry about whether or not they are doing enough even as they do more than they
thought possible. All to give their children the best life possible.

Then we come to raising their children in the Christian faith. No parent ever says:

e | would like my child to grow up, move out of the house on their own, and never have any kind of
committed relationship with a congregation for the rest of their lives (other than perhaps getting married,
baptizing a baby, or a funeral).

e | would like my child to be uncertain about what they believe and largely ignorant about the Bible and its
stories.

e | would like my child to prioritize everything else in their lives above participation in Christian community.

No one says that. No one believes that. No one wants that. And yet many parents struggle with knowing what to do,
especially if they didn't receive the best modeling from our own parents.

The easy thing to do is to bring children to worship and drop them off for Learning Group. That is important. But it isn’t
nearly enough and it has not been enough for a long, long time. For the faith to truly become part of peoples’ lives, it
needs to become part of their homes.

We want Faith to be helpful to parents. And our best thinking has brought us to a renewed commitment to some family
practices that are very simple...if not easy. We call these practices "Faith5" and we are going to continue to teach and
model them in as many ways as possible.

Right now, after all the gatherings of the LEAD team, the thing that most stands out is the power of encouraging faith-
based conversations at home. This is Faith5 - Share, Read, Talk, Pray, Bless - daily, with those we love.

We are committed to revisiting and teaching those disciplines in worship every fifth Sunday of the month. We're going
beyond that this summer by incorporating Faith5 into our combined summer adult learning group time.

As simple as it seems, this is precisely what we need. No matter how old we are. Come and be part of the revolution!



2019 Faith Camp - LAB, Rewrite The Rules ;

Week 1 (July 8-12) ,
e We discover what God is up to as we learn the story of Moses. A 'H"h{
Week 2 (July 15-19) Cam
: Lamp Suy A w
e We explore Jesus in the events of Holy Week. Rewrite The Rules
Week 3 (July 22-26)
e We share the.new things we learn by diving into the stories.in Acts. G N, S

Faith Camp Worship
Sunday, July 7 @ 8:30 and 10:50 AM

Join us for the kickoff of Faith Camp with an energetic worship experience! Faith Camp staff will be leading us in

worship and giving us a taste of the weeks of camp that follow.




Sorrowful, Yet Always Rejoicing
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

More than 50 masterworks of the Dutch artist Vincent Van Gogh were on display at the Museum of Fine Arts
in Houston from March 10 through June 27. Much has been said about his genius, his contribution to modern
arts, his mental illness, the self-inflicted mutilation of his ear, and finally his tragic death at the age of 37. Few
people know that Van Gogh had a deeply religious upbringing. His father was a pastor in the Dutch Reformed
Church and taught Van Gogh and his siblings Bible and the Christian way of life. After his unsuccessful career
as an art dealer and before committing himself to becoming an artist, Van Gogh studied in theological
training school and then worked as a sincere and fervent evangelist in the Belgian mining district, preaching
the gospel and serving the poor workers. Throughout his lifetime, he had wondered about the mysteries of
God and life. His artworks and his many letters reveal his spiritual yearning and quest for meaning of life.

As an artist, Van Gogh tried to find God’s presence in the ordinary and the mundane. He wrote to his brother Theo, “When one
is in a somber mood, how good it is to walk on the barren beach and look at the grayish-green sea with the long white streaks
of the waves. But if one feels the need of something grand, something infinite, something that makes one feel aware of God,
one need not go far to find it. | think | see something deeper, more infinite, more eternal than the ocean in the expression of
the eyes of a little baby when it wakes in the morning, and coos and laughs because it sees the sun shining on its cradle. If
there is a ‘ray from on high,” perhaps one can find it there.” In another letter, he wrote again about the cradle, “you see, a
cradle is not like anything else—there is no fooling with it—And just listen, between us—without preaching a sermon, it may
be true there is no God here, but there must be one not far off, and at such a moment one feels his presence. Which is the
same as saying, | readily give this sincere profession of faith: | believe in God, and that it is his will that man does not live alone,
but with a wife and a child, when everything is normal.” It appears that the nativity story had made a lasting impression on his
mind and heart.

Van Gogh often chose ordinary people—farmers, workers, weavers, servants, elders—as his subjects. He considered “The
Potato Eaters” as one of his best paintings. He said, “I have tried to emphasize that these people, who by the light of their little
lamp are eating their potatoes, who with the same hands that are reaching into the dish have tilled the earth, and so this
painting speaks of manual labor and thus of having honestly earned their food. | wanted to make people think of a whole
different manner of living from the way we civilized people live. | also wouldn’t care if not everyone would find it beautiful or
good.” Like Jesus, Van Gogh felt great affinity with and affection for the lowly, the poor, and the suffering.

For Van Gogh, love and God are inseparable. He said: “Everything that is truly good and beautiful, of an inner, moral, spiritual,
and sublime beauty, in human beings, | think that that comes from God. But | always think that the best way of knowing God is
to love many things. Love that friend, that person, that thing, whatever you like, you will be on the right path of knowing more
thoroughly afterwards; that is what | say to myself. But you have to love with a high, with a serious and intimate sympathy,
with a will, with intelligence; and you must always seek to know more thoroughly, better, and more. That is what leads to God;
that leads to unshakeable faith.” His passion for life, for art, his yearning for love is a reflection of his spiritual pursuit.

Van Gogh was a man acquainted with sorrow and hardships. His most brilliant works were created during the last several years
of his life, during which period he was afflicted with mental illness—depression, nervous breakdown, feverish hallucinations,
epileptic seizures, and suicidal thoughts. How could he, often in the midst of anguish and darkness and self-doubt, paint many
masterpieces that are filled with dazzling light and bright colors, joy and hope, beauty and serenity? How did he ascend artistic
and creative height with great burdens in his mind and handicaps in his body? It is a puzzle that cannot be solved with easy
answers. One clue to the puzzle can be found in his favorite bible verse, “Sorrowful, yet always rejoicing” (2 Corinthians 6:10).
He said, “The artist’s life is one long Calvary to go through! And that’s perhaps what makes us live. Passion enlivens us.” |
wonder if he also found hope, inspiration, and inner strength in the story of resurrection and life everlasting. Commenting on
Van Gogh’s famous painting of The Sower, Carol Berry, the author of Vincent Van Gogh: His Spiritual Vision in Life and Art said,
“A sower is scattering his seeds on freshly ploughed soil while at the same time the ripe wheat ready for harvest stands tall in
the background. The whole cycle of life, the sorrowful yet always rejoicing of birth, death, and rebirth under the golden orb of
the sun offers a vision of comfort.” What is the significance of the sun in Van Gogh’s painting? Carol Berry said, “the image of
the sun was the symbol of the divine, the source that empowers creation. Vincent painted the brilliant suns to express that
beyond everyday reality there exists a font of inexhaustible love and light—a light that permeates all the shadows and dark
corners of life. The inner beauty, the inner light, the capacity to love inherent in all people came from the same source.”

Everyone of us may have to go through dark valleys of sorrow, brokenness, and anguish. However, let us not forget that “The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).



® Dear Church by Lenny Duncan
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

| expect many of you to be shocked at the end of this.

Lenny Duncan could be considered controversial. From his own bio: “Lenny spent most of his teens

75,48 homeless after leaving home at age 13. He has spent time in all 48 contiguous states, sleeping by
\ the side of the highway or in penthouses along the way. He has been a prisoner of war in the so-

% Called war on drugs. After systemic oppression or drugs didn't kill him, Lenny found himself in a
strange place: the church. Lenny has been everything from high school drop out, drug dealer, sex worker, street
corner poet, hitchhiker, dharma bum, small town drifter, seminarian, political activists, father, pastor, lover,
public theologian, and writer. Now he parties dead sober and thrives in NYC.”

You may remember that in the summer of 2017 we screened a documentary film called, “Do Black Churches
Matter in the ELCA.” That film is the result of Lenny’s work as well. In a passionate effort to address racism in the
church, he has written, “Dear
Church: A Love Letter from a : DN AN
Black Preacher to the Whitest
Denomination in the U.S.” Lenny

is coming to Houston on July 16
to support the release of his
book.

| will be at the book tour, and |
encourage you to be as well. A
x . 4 ! . A CONVERSATION .
prophetic voice will be speaking. WITH THE AUTHOR
Author Lenny Duncan reads from
his new book "DEAR CHURCH" and

leads a panel discussion on race,
gender, justice, and the church

It will be uncomfortable. It will
create an opportunity for
vulnerability. Buy the book and
read it, especially if you are

white.

Lenny claims to be the
unlikeliest of pastors. Should he

be unlikely? Should we be JULY |

shocked that a once homeless, 16 7PM

former sex worker, ex-convict is
now a pastor? If you believe in

God'’s radical and unrestricted Jesus is armed
grace, you shouldn’t be shocked. * @+KINDRED - only with a bag of Skittles and
an iced tea against an entire

2515 WAUGH DR. world that would rather hang

HOUSTON, TX 77006

him from a tree than love him.
Until we see this, we are lost.

MORE INFO AT
LENNYDUNCAN.COM
LENNY DUNCAN




LEAD Team Update
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

The summer is upon us, which means it is also time for the
LEAD Team to kick off its Summer Learning Program. We
invite you to FAITH5 Summer each Sunday morning through
July and August, during the learning time (9:45 AM) in the
Fellowship Hall. We will be structuring our time together
around the practice of FAITH5 to help teach the process, and
how it can be also used in the home with families of any age.

LEAD¥

Team

We believe, through our listening, that one of the things our congregation is looking for is ways to build
relationships with their families and others. FAITH5 is a wonderful way to do this because it provides a
framework to allow each person to share about their life, learn about others’ lives, come together for a time of
learning together, then to bless one another. | hope that you would consider joining us!

Rebecca Ruth Circle

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday,
July 11 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.

We would love for you to join us for Bible study.
Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch. Desserts and
drinks will be provided. Socializing with the group
is so joyful.

All are welcomel!

Prayer Corner - God’s Servant for Your Good
by Peggy Porter

Read Romans 13:1-7 and Psalm 72

“For he is God’s servant for your good. But
if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain.” (Romans 13:4)

Government is God’s gift for our good. God establishes
nations and governments for the preservation of order
and the hindrance of evil. Earthly governments are not
perfect, and they are prone to abuse. But if there were
no government, there would be chaos and unbridled
wickedness, every sinner for themselves.

Obedience to the government is a Fourth
Commandment issue: “Honor your father and your

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, July 12 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

An evening full of activities for kids from ages 6
months to 12 years old. Please RSVP via email to
PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a
spot for your kiddo. The cost is $15 per child. You
may pay in cash at the door or
online in advance at
faithbellaire.org/give and
select PNO.

Upcoming Date:
August 9

mother” (Exodus 20:12). We recall from the catechism
that this means honoring, serving, obeying, loving, and
even cherishing, not only our parents, but all earthly
authorities as well. For in so honoring those who govern
us, we honor God.

Jesus honored Mary and Joseph. He also rendered unto
Caesar. He paid his taxes. He submitted to the authority
of Herod and to Pontius Pilate. He even submitted to
execution on the cross. This he did for us, fulfilling the
commandment and dying for our sin. Now he is risen
and reigns over all. We submit to earthly government,
knowing we are citizens of heaven.

Pray: Heavenly Father, preserve our nation and our
leaders, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.




2019 High School

Mission Trip

God’s Work, Our Hands
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

This past month 11 high school students and four adults took part in our mission trip to Puerto Rico. What a
week that was! The projects that were organized for us were amazing! During our time there we split into
three different work crews. Each of the crews were comprised of students and adults from each of the four
different churches that were there. Our projects ranged from clearing land and planting an urban garden, to
spending time with kids running a day camp similar to Faith Camp. Each day the stories that the kids would
bring back to share at our evening church group time were astounding. The relationships that they were able
to build with the youth from the other churches in such a short period of time is amazing to me. Many of
them even shared phone numbers and are keeping in touch even after the trip. | know that | am doing the same with the
other youth directors that were there too!

The members of the community that we worked with were perhaps my favorite part of the trip. Getting the opportunity to
work side by side with a local, learning their story while getting your hands dirty is something that | always love doing. There
is something about working towards the same goal that is inspiring, and creates a natural openness to learn about one
another. This is also one of the observations that was brought to me by several of the youth throughout the trip, so it was
really cool for them to start recognizing that concept as well.

Each one of the nights we had an evening activity planned for us. One day we went to the beach, another we attended a
local church service, we got lessons in salsa dancing, and we had a cookout with the community members that we had been
working with throughout the week. It was really fun to see how on Monday at the beach day our kids stuck to themselves,
and didn’t really interact with the rest of the group. But, then Tuesday came, and everyone was so interspersed.

The projects that were completed, and the relationships that were built | believe are God’s work that our hands carry out.
Also, it is important to remember that many of the projects that we worked on are ongoing through the summer and
beyond. We were only a small piece of a larger puzzle of the work in Puerto Rico. The work we did paved the way for those
who came after us. That realization is just as impactful.

The kids and adults will be sharing their experiences with the congregation on July 28 during worship and during the learning
hour. Please plan to join us to hear their reflections, stories, and joys from their week of service.



Proclaim Jubilee

First Milestone Celebration
Received $250,000 in funds and paid off the construction loan!

Sunday, June 23

JUBILEE

2019-2021
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—July 2019

8:30 AM July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28
Faith Camp Worship
Acolyte Taylor Schugart Andres Barenwald | Christian Georgi |Elsa Becker
Crucifer Jarron Oworu Alice Tian Aidan Fidone Emma Voosen
Lector Lauren Apollo Troy Becker Carol Strawn Doug Elsen

Communion

Alice Tian

Lenora Ohlenbusch

Brian and Heidi

Lenora Ohlenbusch

Assistants Dylan McGouldrick Barbara McDowell | Georgi Barbara McDowell
Asst Minister |Lauren Apollo, Ella DeKunder [Karen Elsen Joann Welton Joann Welton
Ushers Rachel Lawell, Noah Diano, Carl Watson Bill Puryear Bill Puryear
Bria Scott, Drew Zively Sharon Richter Doug Elsen Doug Elsen
Children’s Hannah Anderson |Melinda Mayra Marshall
Church McGouldrick
Altar Guild Diana Rettig Diana Freeman Janice Decker Janice Decker
Roxy Funchess
10:50 AM July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28
Faith Camp Worship
Acolytes Dillon Williams Ava Cauley Aaron Allen Zach Michaud
Andrea Ramos Andy Allen Nate Michaud
Communion Josh Boihem Karen Ellison Kirk and Beth Dave and Wendy
Assistants Audrey DeKunder Diana Boihem Bruce Farner

Asst Minister

Ella DeKunder, Lauren Apollo

Wendy Farner

Wendy Farner

Eric Lerch

Ushers Aaron Franey, Shilin You, Roxy Funchess Lerch Family Jon and Nancy Holmes
Emma Chang, Chris Rota Susan Tallman

Children’s Beth Bruce Sara Karow Catherine Hahn

Church

Altar Guild Diana Rettig Diana Freeman Janice Decker Janice Decker

Roxy Funchess

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by
clicking “Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change
by Wednesday afternoon.




11

Summer Learning at Faith
Sundays @ 9:45 - 10:30 AM
June - August, 2019

Children’s Learning - staffed
childcare in the Faith Center
Gym every week for 5th grade
and below!

Youth Learning - Middle and
high school students will
combine every week for

service and learning in the \ b 9
Faith Center loft. Learning opportunities every Sunday at 9:45 AM

)
Adult Learning - Adults will
gather in the Fellowship Hall
every Sunday for learning
around a variety of topics:

July 7 - Faith5 Summer (6th grade and up)
July 14 - Faith5 Summer (6th grade and up)
July 21 - Faith5 Summer (6th grade and up)

July 28 - Mission Trip Report

Faith Lutheran Church Rev. Kerry Nelson Senior Pastor
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B Rev. Junfeng Tan Associate Pastor
Bellaire, Texas 77401 Stacy Williams Director of Operations
Dr. Clayton Faulkner Pastoral Intern
Office: 713-664-3048 John Vickery Director of Youth and Family

Fax: 713-664-3371 Kendolyn Pope Director of Faith Schools
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726

Yu Cao Office Coordinator

Alan Balius Organist/Choir Director

Nettie Rodriguez Evening Facility Manager

FaithBellaire.org Darrell Glenn Facility Services
FaithDaySchool.org
FaithHouseHouston.org

info@faithbellaire.org
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