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Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation 
Sunday, May 12 

Sanctuary 
 

We will celebrate the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism with the 

following teens and their families at the Heritage (8:30 AM) 

service:  

Trevor Groenewold, Nicholas Walker, Emma Voosen 

 

Formation of Faith presentations at 9:45 AM in the 

Sanctuary. 

 



The earliest morning class I took 

during my years in seminary was 

my course on the prophets, with 

special focus on Jeremiah. The 

professor was a kind, gentle, soft-

spoken man long past retirement 

age. His soothing voice and my “I just got out of 

bed a few minutes ago” were a fatal match. I 

didn’t learn much. But what I did learn keeps 

coming back to me again and again. 

Jeremiah was an “object lesson” prophet. He 

experienced in his life what he was telling the 

people of Israel on God’s behalf. That makes for 

some seriously strange moments in his life. 

In the thirteenth chapter, he buys and buries 

some cotton underwear by the river. Later he 

dug them up. They were ruined just like 

Jerusalem was soon to be ruined. 

In the eighteenth chapter, he goes to watch a 

potter at their craft and sees in that a symbol of 

the ways that God painstakingly worked in 

shaping the lives of God’s people. In the 

nineteenth chapter, Jeremiah breaks a pot to 

emphasize what was soon to happen to Israel. 

In the twenty-seventh chapter, Jeremiah wears a 

wooden oxen yoke out in public as a sign of the 

yoke of the Babylonians that would soon be 

visited upon Jerusalem. 

I think you get my point. 

Through the years, those lessons from Jeremiah 

have come back to me again and again. They 

keep reminding me that we can’t confuse the 

good times of our lives with God’s favor any 

more than we can confuse the difficult times as 

signs that God is punishing us or deserting us.  

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Continued on next page... 

Easter Recap 2019 



3 

The mission of  Faith Lutheran Church is  

to follow Jesus in blessing the world  

with faith, hope, and love. 

Instead, the eyes of faith tell us that there is a lesson in everything. That God is always at work. And that “spirituality” - 

as in “the Spirit PLUS my reality” - invites us to ask, and to wonder about, “What is God up to in this? Where is God 

leading me/us? How best ought I respond?” 

I’m actually writing this on Maundy Thursday as I’ll be away after Easter. I was originally planning on a continuing 

education trip to Greece and Turkey but that has been postponed until next year. But then my daughter got into a very 

bad emotional place and needed help. Thus, instead, a pile of books and I are headed to Big Bend on my way to 

participating in Family Week at a treatment center in Arizona. I didn’t see that coming but I’m grateful for it. I trust that 

our extended family will make the most of it. 

Even though I’m writing this before Easter Sunday morning I am well aware that we have lived IN Easter for 2000 years. 

The empty tomb is the beginning of the Christian movement. The empty tomb tells us that the Jesus way of being in the 

world is the healthiest, most loving, most healing, most wholistic way of being – because that is how we are created to 

live. We forget that, we ignore that, we reject that. But God doesn’t forget, ignore, or reject us. We can’t have Easter 

Sunday in this world without Good Friday. But Easter wins in the end and even in the crucifixion, though it seemed like 

God disappeared, God was right there. At work. Bringing life out of death. 

And that all means that there will be a little Jeremiah in all of us. We will experience, in all the chances and changes of 

our lives, the growing pains of acceptance and rejection, of rebellion and return, of idolatry and faithfulness, of sickness 

and health. Our lives become object lessons, ever reminding us that God is ever and always at work in us. With us. 

Through us. 

Who would have known that the sleepiest, most boring, most confusing class I took in three years of seminary 

education, would have grown to be the most helpful and the most impactful class of all? 

Who would have thought that the story of an empty tomb would still inspire, comfort, challenge, and confound us 2000 

years later? 

God. Because God knows what God is doing. And it is good. Very good. Happy Easter Life! 

Continued... 
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Faith Lutheran Day School  

2019 Bike-A-Thon Recap  



5 

A series of bombings hits hotels and churches in Sri Lanka, killing more than 350 people. Over 500 people 
were wounded. It happened on Easter Sunday. Many of the victims were Christians attending Easter 
services.  This hideous crime and many other senseless, tragic, horrendous happenings in the world have 
provoked many questions: Why? Why on Easter morning? What difference has Easter made?  Has the 
resurrection of Jesus changed anything?  

If you read the resurrections stories in the New Testament, you will find that Jesus’ resurrection was not 
a headline at all. A lot of people in Jerusalem witnessed or heard about the crucifixion of Jesus on Good 
Friday. But very few knew or heard about the resurrection of Jesus on the first Easter. Only a few women 

followers of Jesus went and saw the empty tomb and encountered the angels announcing of the good news of the 
resurrection of the Lord. When the women reported the incredible news to the disciples, their words “seemed to them an 
idle tale, and they did not believe them” (Luke 24:11).  It was as if the first Easter was not going to change anyone or 
anything in the first century Palestine.  

But then, the risen Lord appeared to the disciples on various occasions. Upon seeing the risen Lord, the disciples went 
through a miraculous 
transformation of life.  

The risen Lord appeared to Peter. 
The one who denied Jesus three 
times was given the triple 
commands to “feed my lambs,” 
“tend my sheep,” and “tend my 
sheep.”  

The risen Lord appeared to Paul.  
The former persecutor of the 
followers of Jesus became one of 
the great pillars of the early 
Christian movement.  

Everywhere the disciples preached, 
the power of Easter began to work 
in people’s lives.  Beautiful things 
began to happen. Cruelty began to 
give way to mercy; hatred began to 
give way to love; division began to 
give way to reconciliation; pagan 
immorality began to give way to 
Christian morality. In the period of 
three hundred years, the Easter faith had firmly taken root in and transformed the Roman Empire. The Easter faith has 
become the most significant spiritual force that has shaped the world ever since.   

In the past two millenniums, the Good News of the risen Jesus inspired and transformed countless individuals, whose 
daring faith and action has helped transform the world: St. Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Wesley, 
Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King Jr. … 

Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.”  Leo Tolstoy said, “Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no one thinks of changing 
himself.” Mahatma Gandhi: “Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”   

Jesus says, “See, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5)! How is Jesus doing it? Through people like Peter and Paul, 
like you and me who are willing to be changed by his resurrection power. Let us remember what our baptism is all about, 
“…we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 

Making All Things New 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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Many of you know that I have officially begun my internship at Faith. This is part of my preparation for 
candidacy in Word and Sacrament ministry. Through the Collaborative Learning program at Wartburg 
Theological Seminary I am able to stay in place and use Faith as my internship site. This is really a blessing for 
me and my family. I can’t imagine doing seminary or internship in any other way.  
 
My internship will last 18 months. It started in February 2019 and will go through August 2020. This is about 
six months longer than a traditional seminary internship that would that would take place in over the third 

year of seminary. Another difference with my internship is that I also take classes while I’m an intern. I am finishing up my 
second year of course work now,  and have two more years to go.  
 
Part of my internship includes meeting regularly with an Internship Committee. We meet about every other month and talk 
about what my goals are for internship and what I am learning. I am grateful for this team of people that are helping me get 
the most out of this time or preparation: 
 

Karen Elsen (chair) 
Kathy Patrick 

Roxy Funchess 
Barbara McDowell 

Janice Decker 
Dave Gohlke 
Alex Dyson 

Hannah Anderson-Dyson 
Jim Richman 
Steve Walker 
John Vickery 

 
I have lots of learning goals for my internship. I want to develop my sense of pastoral leadership. I want to grow my 
theological articulation of the Lutheran faith. I want to develop my pastoral voice through preaching. I want to expand my 
experience in worship leadership. I want to develop my skills at providing pastoral care to people. I want to integrate 
stewardship practices into all areas of my ministry (this includes stewarding my life as well as time, talent, and money). I 
want to increase my experiences in teaching adults and well as youth and children. I want to enrich my knowledge of church 
administration. I want to consider the role of evangelism in ministry. I want to develop my pastoral ethic through social 
ministry. I would welcome a conversation with you about what I’m learning in any of these areas. 
 
I have already registered for my classes for the Fall 2019. I will be taking a full time course load that includes classes in 
Church History, Lutheran Ethics, Palestinian Liberation Theology, Loss and Grief, and a Lived Theology seminar. I think these 
are going to be really interesting classes and I can’t wait to start reading the books for them.  

My Pastoral Internship 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Prayer Corner—A Gift 
by Peggy Porter  

 

Read Romans 12:1-8 and Psalm 66:3-20 

“Do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewal of  your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
Romans 12:2 

The generic phrase “life is a gift” might be found on 
inspirational ocean-scene posters or flowery greeting 
cards.  But to whom is that gift given?  We know that God gives 
life, as God alone creates and sustains life, and we know that 
eternal life was won for us at the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  How often do we consider, though, the fact that 
our life in Christ, having been delivered from the power of sin, 
is a gift for others? 

  

Such a thought might make us uncomfortable—after all, we’d 
much rather just let our lives be our own.  We might feel that 
we should be able to do as we please with the time given 
us.  Scripture tells us differently, though.  Not only are we 
called to live our lives for the purpose of sharing the good 
news of God’s love in Christ but we are also given gifts and 
talents that fit beautifully as members of Christ.  Let’s use our 
lives to build up one another. 

Pray:  Lord Jesus Christ, enable us to live out our Christian 
vocation in your Body, the Church, even as we seek those who 
need to hear the good news of your grace.  Amen. 

Easter Egg Hunt 2019 
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“Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will 
never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.” Matthew 18:3 
 
Easter is such a joyous time. We spend an entire 40 days, excluding Sundays, to prepare for Christ’s 
triumphant resurrection. This year’s Easter Vigil was the perfect reminder to me of what it means to be a 
child of God, and to simply have faith. At the vigil this year we celebrated the baptism of seven individuals. 
One of the candidates was a little girl, who visibly could not wait for her turn. From the moment that those 

who were to be baptized began to move towards the font, she had a constant smile on her face. That smile only got wider 
as the water began to pour from the pitcher into the font. The girl was so excited that she actually had to be held back 
from wanting to touch the water. Then when it was her turn, and the candle was handed to her and she was addressed 
for the first time as “child of God,” it was apparent the joy that was surrounding her and the room in that moment. Her 
smile widened even further, and just stood quietly grinning. Then when it was time to extinguish her candle and return to 
her seat, she verbally said that she didn’t want to put the candle out and that it was her light. She did blow it out 
carefully, then galloped around behind the chairs before returning to her seat.  
 
All of this reminded me what it means to be a follower of Christ. To be truly joyous in the promises that have been made 
to us through baptism. It is something that we cannot get anywhere else, and it amazes me that it took seeing a small 
child taking such joy in it in order for me to take joy in my own faith.  
 
The experience also reminded me of a story that was told to me at camp. The story was about a woman who went out to 
an expensive dinner. After she had finished her entree, the server came to clear her dishes. The server reached down to 
take her plate, but the woman stopped the server and said, “let me keep the fork, I know what is coming next.” The thing 
that was coming next was dessert, and the woman knew that it was exactly what she was wanting.  
 
These stories are excellent reminders of knowing what it means to be a child of God. Showing God’s love and grace 
through small and large things, among the people that we interact with everyday. The smiles on our faces may be noticed 
by someone who needed to see it, and we can always be someone who can remind people that there is hope in the 
future and that they should “keep their fork.” Everything that we do can be a reflection of God’s love in the world. He is 
the vine, and we are the branches. This is what Easter meant to me this year, and I pray that each of you have a blessed 
Easter season. 

The Faith of a Child 
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family 
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Faith Camp 2019  

LAB - Rewrite the Rules  

 Week 1 (July 8-12) - Discover  

 Week 2 (July 15-19) - Explore  

 Week 3 (July 22-26) - Share  

Faith Camp is a three week Bible day camp that is 

lead by our youth and mentored by adults.   

If you have any questions contact our Youth and 

Family Director, John Vickery at 713-664-3048 or 

email him at jvickery@faithbellaire.org.   

The High School Youth Group meets on Saturdays @ 7:00 
PM.  We meet online! So come get “plugged in!” 
 
Contact our Youth and Family Director, John Vickery for 
more info at jvickery@faithbellaire.org 

High School Youth Group 

High School Mission Trip 

Thank You 

The High Schoolers who are 
going on the Mission Trip to 
Puerto Rico this summer would 
like to say thank you to the 
congregation for supporting them with your financial 
gifts. Through the Easter Breakfast and Stockholder's 
Sale we have raised a total of $4,355.  
Through your generosity the families participating in 
the trip were left with only 41% of the total trip cost. 
We would not be able to participate on this trip to 
Puerto Rico without your continued support. Thank 
you, and we are very excited to share our stories 
when we return!  



LEAD Team 

The LEAD Team is continuing their 
work in listening to our community 
of faith to learn ways that we can 
better do Youth and Family Ministry. In our coming 
meetings we will be tabulating the results from the 
various conversations and surveys that we have 
conducted.  
 
These metrics will help us formulate a strategic plan for 
Youth and Family Ministry going into the future. Thank 
you for your continued support of Youth and Family 
Ministry in our life together.   
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Rebecca Ruth Circle  

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, 
May 2, at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.  
 
We would love for you to 
join us for Bible study. 
Come hungry! Bring your 
sack lunch. Desserts and 
drinks will be provided. 
Socializing with the group is so joyful.   

 
All are welcome!!   

2018 National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Walks Greater Houston 5k Walk 
Sam Houston Park/Allen Parkway 
Saturday, May 4, 2019 
Meet at 8:00 AM, walk at 8:30 AM 
 

NAMI Walks is the largest and most successful mental health awareness 
and fundraising event in America. Through NAMIWalks, we are 
supporting the NAMI organization which is helping change how 
Americans view persons with a mental illness.  Please join us as we improve lives and our community one step at a 
time on Saturday, May 4.  
 
We have registered a team again this year for Faith Lutheran named the Faith Candle Lighters.  If you would like to 
walk and donate to this great cause, you may register online now as a “Walker on a Team” (and select the Faith 
Candle Lighters – Houston walk).  Or you may register the day of the walk. The website is https://
www.namiwalks.org/  
 
If you have questions, send an email at lorah.gough@gmail.com or call at 713-885-5516. 

Faith will be hosting a blood drive on May 19! 

Please remember to sign up in the lobby or online 

at www.giveblood.org 

(organization 1037) so 

there is adequate staff 

and minimal waiting time. 

Blood Drive 
Sunday, May 19 @ 8:00 AM 
Community Room 

Parent’s Night Out  
Friday, May 10 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM   
Faith Center Gym 
 

An evening full of activities for kids 

from ages 6 months to 12 years old. 

Please RSVP via email to 

PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that 

we have a spot for your kiddo.  

The cost is $15 per child. You may pay in cash at the 

door or online in advance at faithbellaire.org/give and 

select PNO.  

https://www.namiwalks.org/
https://www.namiwalks.org/
mailto:lorah.gough@gmail.com
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CALLING ALL GRADUATES 
Sunday, May 19 
 

We want to celebrate with you 

on Sunday, May 19! We will be recognizing all of our 

graduates at each worship service. Even if you will be 

out of town, we would like to include you and your 

accomplishment.  

 

If you are graduating from High School, College, Grad 

School, Tech School, Boot Camp, or any other school, 

please contact John Vickery (jvickery@faithbellaire.org) 

and include where you are graduating from and your 

future educational or career goals. 

. 

Summer is almost here and you may be planning a vacation to the beach or just some time away where 
there is a swimming pool. Would you like to lose a few pounds before you leave? Maybe you want to get 
healthier this summer with lots of outdoor time working in the yard or exercising in other ways. Or maybe 
you want to do a Bible study to allow God to guide you through the trials of life. Did you know all of this 
can happen at Faith Lutheran Church when you join the First Place For Health small group that meets on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM in the Faith Center Room 306? 
 
The orientation for the next session is on April 30 at which time Mardi Mayerhoff, the group leader, will 
introduce the program, answer questions, and give you a 
chance to decide if FPFH is right for you.   
The 12 week Bible study titled “Seek God First” will help you 
seek God’s guidance with your life’s problems and 
opportunities. The “Live It” eating and exercise plan will 
help you improve your body for service to him and to look 
and feel better on that vacation, in the pool, or while you 
are playing with your children or grandchildren. 
 
For more information contact  
Mardi Mayerhoff, 713-203-1875 or just come to the 
Orientation at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 30. 

First Place For Health  
by Mardi Mayerhoff, First Place For Health Leader 

Wishing you the best and happiest Mother’s Day! 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 
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Come out for 

some family fun. 

Invite your 

neighbors and 

friends.  

Don’t forget to 

bring your lawn 

chairs and 

blankets. No 

mosquito spray 

needed! 

Popcorn is FREE! 

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary  

Doug and Karen.  

May God continue to bless your union! 
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Why is the Christian Community Service Center’s (CCSC) Azalea Dinner worth my time and money?  

Faith is one of 42 area Christian churches working together 
through CCSC to reduce the effects of poverty in our 
community.  CCSC helps families in crisis through its food 
pantry, where clients can turn for food, clothing, and financial 
assistance.  CCSC helps get people back to work through its 
JobNet and Martha’s Way programs.  And CCSC helps our 
community’s most vulnerable population through its Back to 
School program, Jingle Bell Express, and Vision Care program 
for underprivileged students.  The following is CCSC “by the 
numbers” for 2018 

28,816 
Clients supplied with nutritious food packages. 

772 
Households received electricity, water, natural 

gas, or rent assistance 

7,606 
Persons were provided with gently-used 

clothing. 

455 
Job seekers gained valuable skills through 

workshops, computer training, and 
personalized coaching with 32% gaining 

employment 

6,573 
Students started the academic year with new 

school supplies and clothing 

2,662 
Children received new toys, books, and family 

food packages for Christmas 

1,109 
Students received vision screening, 588 were 

provided professional eye exams, with 539 
receiving new prescription glasses. 

 

In addition, 237 persons received medical assistance for 
eyeglasses, dental services, or prescription medication; 6,975 
pounds of produce was harvested for clients at the CCSC 
garden; and 269 motivated entrepreneurs participated in a 42-
hour vocational training program. 

To accomplish its ministry—Faith’s ministry as a CCSC member 
church—CCSC relies on volunteerism, in-kind donations, and 
cash donations.  CCSC’s primary fundraiser is the Azalea 
Dinner.  This year, the event will be held May 2, 2019, at the 
Post Oak Hilton.  The evening is a fun night of fellowship (as we 

enjoy a meal together), learning (as we hear from CCSC staff 
and volunteers), and shopping (silent and live auctions).  
Please help Faith fill tables at this event.   

If you are unable to attend the dinner, you can still help CCSC 
in other ways.  Please consider supporting the ministry by 
paying for one of Faith’s staff members to attend (and their 
partner if you can) or giving directly to CCSC to help 
underwrite the event (please check https://
www.ccschouston.org/azalea/ for CCSC’s wish list for the 
dinner).  

Go to www.ccschouston.org to learn more about CCSC or 
contact Kelley Keller, Faith’s liaison to CCSC, at 
kellmk@hotmail.com. 

May 2, 2019 at 6:00 PM at the Post Oak Hilton. 

Seats at Faith’s sponsored table are still available, call the church 

office at 713.664.3048 for more information on tickets.  

https://www.ccschouston.org/azalea/
https://www.ccschouston.org/azalea/
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—May 2019 

8:30 AM 
 

May 5 May 12 
Confirmation Sunday 

May 19 
Graduate Sunday 

May 26 

Acolyte Christian Georgi  Zach Michaud John Tan 

Crucifer Dylan McGouldrick  Nate Michaud Trevor Groenewold 

Lector Brian Georgi  Bryan Ives Janice Kolosseus 

Communion 
Assistants 

Brian and Heidi 
Georgi 

Nicholas Walker 
Trevor Groenewold 

Bill Puryear 
Jeff Addicks 

Doug Elsen 
Scott Ramsey 

Asst Minister Carol Strawn Emma Voosen Annika Becker Annika Becker 

Ushers Brian Taylor 
Sharon Richter 

Carl Watson 
Doug Elsen 

Carl Watson 
Doug Elsen 

Jeff Addicks 
Troy Becker 

Children’s 
Church 

Helen Watson Jennifer Blessington Mayra Marshall Leslie Parkan 

Altar Guild Dorothy Rosenbaum 
Roxy Funchess 

Ida Medlen 
Roxy Funchess 

Betty Dossey 
Susan Tallman 

Betty Dossey 
Tina Wood 

10:50 AM 
 

May 5 May 12 
Confirmation Sunday 

May 19 
Graduate Sunday 

May 26 

Acolytes Aidan Fidone 
Deacon Faulkner 

 Aaron Allen 
Andy Allen 

Deacon Faulkner 
Silas White 

Communion 
Assistants 

Kelley Keller 
Susan Tallman 

Emma Voosen 
Nicholas Walker 

Ella DeKunder 
Staci DeKunder 

Diana Boihem 
Karen Ellison 

Asst Minister Janice Decker Trevor Groenewold Audrey DeKunder Lyle Jares 

Ushers Staci DeKunder Cross Family Parkan Family Roxy Funchess 
Susan Tallman 

Children’s 
Church 

Sara Karow Catherine Hahn Kevondra Mathis Beth Bruce 

Altar Guild Dorothy Rosenbaum 
Roxy Funchess 

Ida Medlen 
Roxy Funchess 

Betty Dossey 
Susan Tallman 

Betty Dossey 
Tina Wood 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by 
clicking “Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with 

someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  
Wednesday afternoon. 
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Rev. Kerry Nelson  Senior Pastor 

Rev. Junfeng Tan  Associate Pastor 

Stacy Williams  Director of Operations  

Dr. Clayton Faulkner  Pastoral Intern 

John Vickery      Director of Youth and Family 

Kendolyn Pope  Director of Faith Schools  

Yu Cao    Office Coordinator  

Avier Whitfield  Office Coordinator  

Alan Balius   Organist/Choir Director 

Darrell Glenn   Facility Services 

Faith Lutheran Church 

4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

 

Office: 713-664-3048  

Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

 

FaithBellaire.org 

FaithDaySchool.org 

FaithHouseHouston.org 

info@faithbellaire.org 
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